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Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and...
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit... (Acts 2:2-3, TEV)
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“You whom | took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners,
saying to you, ‘You are my servant, | have chosen you and not cast you off’;
do not fear, for | am with you, do not be afraid, for | am your God,;
| will strengthen you, | will help you, | will uphold you with my victorious right hand.”

Isaiah 41:9-10
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NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER

I look forward to seeing many of you at the Risk Management Seminar on Saturday morning at North
Shore Baptist Church. The small investment in time we make can pay large dividends (or | should
probably say: save us huge costs) in the future.

It's clear that we're down to crunch time in the health care insurance reform debate in our country. |
believe we have a religious obligation as disciples of Jesus to be a part of the decision-making, however
differently our positions may be. It's just too important an issue for us to be silent. So please be in
communication with our senators from lllinois and our respective Representatives. (I recommend your
consulting our ABC-USA policy as you pray and think about and take action on this critical issue. The
following link will take you to the ABC-USA policy statement on Health Care: http://www.abc-
usa.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Pg3BD4tfTJA%3d&tabid=199.

Larry
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Women'’s History Month

Mar ch i s Women' sThafollewing artigle by ¥WirginidaR. Holmstrom, Executive Director of
American Bapti st ,Wovidesma great hidiorg lessan onithe fabors of American Baptist
women.

Women’s History Month provides occasion to lift up heroines from our own Baptist history... those Baptist
women in America who rose up to answer Christ’s call to the Great Commission.

In 1871, Baptist women in New England, unwilling to deny opportunity for single women to serve as
missionaries, organized the Woman’s Baptist Foreign Mission Society and
provided financial support for women they commissioned and sent for foreign
missionary service. Four decades later, the Society in the East joined efforts
with likeminded Baptist women in the western U.S., giving birth to the
Woman’s American Baptist Foreign Mission Society, which would continue to
manage and administer women’s work for women in other countries until the
middle of the 20th century when its work was consolidated with the American
Baptist Foreign Mission Society, known as International Ministries.

Baptist women in the U.S. organized in 1877 to address evangelism and

education in America and began home mission societies. That very year, the

Women'’s Baptist Home Mission Society commissioned and sent Joanna P.

Moore to the South for missionary work among Negroes. With unmatched

zeal, within the first decade, the women’s home mission work birthed the

JoAXXA . NoOR following:

- work among Native Americans in Oklahoma

- work among Swedish immigrants in Chicago

- the first work among German immigrants in St. Louis

- founded Atlanta Female Baptist Seminary, now Spelman College

- established a Baptist Missionary Training School in Chicago to prepare women for missionary
service

- work among Spanish-speaking people in Arizona

- funding for the Christian education of Negroes

- frontier work in Montana

- the first missionary to Ellis Island

- publication of Bible lessons for mothers, children, fathers, and young people

- mission work in Mexico

- mission work in Alaska

In 1955, the women’s home mission work became part of what we know today as National Ministries;
many of National Ministries’ mission emphases to this day are rooted in the early work begun by the
women.

Today American Baptist women remain heroines of support and empowerment for American Baptist
mission in countless ways. AB Women’s Ministries’ current initiative against sex trafficking, Break the
Chains: Slavery in the 21st Century” has raised over $468,000 for new mission work with women and
children. In fall 2010, project monies will largely fund new ministries begun by American Baptist women.
During this first week of Women'’s History Month, we honor Baptist women who were, and are, answering
the call of Jesus Christ to serve on the front line of mission.

Virginia R. Holmstrom, Executive Director
American Baptist Women’s Ministries
article from http://www.abc-usa.org/default.aspx
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ABCMC NEWS

American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago
P.O. Box 15127
Chicago, Illinois 60615
Email: office@abcmc.org

Risk Management Seminar

Churches and Religious Organizations Are Being Sued
Now More Than Ever!

Every ABCMC church and orgamization 1s strongly encouraged to attend
this Risk Management Seminar to learn about the legal risks we face. the
financial implications, and most importantly, how to protect our
churches, organizations and assets!

Saturday, March 6, 2010 -
9:00 —11:30 a.m.
North Shore Baptist Church
5244 N. Lakewood
Chicago. IL 60640

Facilitator: Rev. Dr. David Ball — an Amencan Baptist mumister,
ethicist, theologian, and a practicing attorney who specializes 1n religion
and law, with particular attention to risk management

Please RSVP by email, veronica{@abcmc.org, with your name, church
name, and the names of all who will attend from vour
church/organization, (or simply the # of people attending).




Directory Update

As you may know, we are in the process of updating the ABCMC Directory for 2010. If you have not
completed a directory update form for either the church (pastors/administrators) or yourself, please do so
ASAP! If you have already returned your form, thank you!

™

. UPD:
Veronica \Z
Thinking Theologically

Check back next week for Thinking Theologically.

NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS

Save the Date! Easter Egg Hunt @ Montrose Baptist Church
o o S S S S S

o, Montrose Baptist Church +%ss zus

by age group:

Melvina S auuvday, Aprll 3 . 2010 9:30-11:00am

Avennes

9:00am Doors Open: Crafts, Games, Visits by Easter Bunny
9:30am #**Egg Hunt for Ages 3 & Under**
9:45am Story Time/Photos with Easter Bunny
10:00am **Egg Hunt for Ages 5 & Under**
10:15am Story Time/Photos with Easter Bunny
10:30am **Egg Hunt for Ages 8 & Under**
10:45am Story Time/Photos with Easter Bunny
11:00am #**Egg Hunt for Ages 12 & Under**
11:15am Story Time/Photos with Easter Bunny
12:00pm Event Conclusion

** Note: Only one egg hunt per child please. Thanks!
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ABCUSA NEWS

Visit the American Baptist News Service for complete articles and current ABC-USA news at
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx

Additional $21,600 Sent for Haiti — Feeding the Hungry Project

An additional $21,600 in One Great Hour of Sharing funds has been sent to an International Ministries’
(IM) partner in Haiti. This amount is in addition to the $105,000 already provided to IM’s various Christian
partners in Haiti in the aftermath of the January 12 earthquake that devastated Port-au-Prince, the capital
of this Caribbean nation, and the surrounding area.

This latest support is designated specifically to the Convention of Baptists in Haiti (CBH) for its Feeding
the Hungry project, which will provide food to families who have lost a loved one as a result of the
earthquake. The project is slated to help these families with daily food provisions for the next three
months.

Many children have become orphans, and many widowed women are now single parents. A great
number of men who did survive have no means of providing food for their families since there are no
available employment opportunities.

Among CBH churches, 30 members lost their lives to the earthquake, 306 were severely injured and
another 107 people were wounded. Structural damage among the homes of congregational members
included the total destruction of 438 houses and the partial destruction of 673.

José Norat Rodriguez, IM Area Director of Iberoamerica and the Caribbean, said, “This type of
assistance is critical for families who are already struggling because of the loss of family members or
homes. We join the leaders and members of CBH in giving thanks to God for this tangible demonstration
of love, which is but one expression of our important partnership.”

Donations to the One Great Hour of Sharing continue to be needed for further projects. Donors can give
through the IM website: www.internationalministries.org/items/80, or by check to: “OGHS — Haiti
Earthquake Relief” and mailed to: International Ministries, P.O. Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482-0851.
Support can also be given by American Baptists through their church by making checks payable to the
church with “One Great Hour of Sharing — Haiti Earthquake Relief” written in the memo section. These
gifts will be sent from the church through the American Baptist region and then to International Ministries.

One Great Hour of Sharing is administered by the World Relief Committee of the General Board. The
Committee facilitates American Baptist emergency relief, disaster rehabilitation, refugee work, and
development assistance by establishing policy guidelines and overseeing distribution of the annual One
Great Hour of Sharing offering.
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NEWS FROM ABC INSTITUTIONS

Save the Date! One Hope United Spring Fashion Show
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Northern Seminary Announces New Programs

New Diploma Programs

Beginning March 29, Northern will offer three new academic programs - Diploma of Ministry, Diploma of
Theology and Diploma Specialization. Each is designed to provide high-quality ministry training and
theological study to those not seeking a formal degree. Admission to the programs does not require a
bachelor degree. With a focus in biblical study and ministry practice, they are great for the person
interested in deepening his or her understanding of scripture and how it impacts the work of the church.
There are many different concentrations, and students can design a personal course of study that meets
their needs.

The Diploma of Ministry mirrors Northern's Master of Arts in Christian Ministry. A shorter program, the
Diploma of Theology focuses on the New and Old Testaments, Church History, Theology and Ethics.
Tuition for the program is very affordable and students can complete the entire Diploma of Theology
online!

more information | rtumblin@seminary.edu
refer a student | apply |

New Doctoral Programs

Many new doctoral programs are starting this year at Northern. Below are few with
a short description of each

Doctor of Ministry in Missional Church Leadership
The DMin in Missional Church Leadership will involve leading voices in the Missional Church movement
such as Dr. David Fitch and Dr. Alan Roxburgh. This program will focus on the need for the church and
church leadership to be missionally minded, outwardly focused, and grounded in the truths of the
scriptures.

Doctor of Ministry in Baptist Executive Leadership

In partnership with prominent Baptist leaders, Northern has developed a DMin track dealing with the
issues and opportunities in today’s Baptist context. Each cohort in this program becomes a community of
learning, designing electives together which meet their needs as Baptist leaders.

Doctor of Ministry in Spiritual Formation and Leadership

Dr. Carla Waterman will be working with students pursuing this degree. Her popular teaching in
Trinitarian Spirituality will be coupled with Northern's history of “practical ministry application” bringing
students a refreshing, engaging, and transformational program.

Doctor of Ministry in Christian Community Development

In addition to three core courses taken on Northern's Lombard campus, students involved in this degree
program participate annually in the Christian Community Development Association Conference and
reflect together in a week-long urban ministry immersion course in Chicago

For more information call or email rtumblin@seminary.edu.
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HEALTH CARE NEWS

Baptist Leadership for Health Insurance Reform
By Lynne Kelley

On the evening of Wednesday, February 24—the night before the President’s health care reform summit
with congress—health care reform advocates rallied in downtown Chicago at the First United Methodist
Church (Chicago Temple). Among the main speakers at the event was ABCMC’s Executive Minister
Larry Greenfield.

Prefacing his remarks by stating that as a Baptist minister he was not averse to “amens,” Larry gave a
thought-provoking speech that inspired not only countless amens but multiple standing ovations from the
non-sectarian group.

He began by saying, il 6 m here this evening to ask you, and e
Washington D.C. t o Hé putghls ttase irdar historical sontextoby sharing the losses of
lives in acts of terrorism and our nation’s fight against terrorism in the last couple of decades:

Oklahoma City bombing: 168 people
9/11 attacks in New York, Pennsylvania and Virginia: 2,974 people
War in Afghanistan: 1,000 Americans
War in Iraq: 4,379 Americans

Totaling those losses, Larry stated, filf you count up all those American deaths caused, in one way or
another, by or in response to terrorism, the total is 8,521 lives. We as a nation deeply mourn those
deat hs. 0o

He went on to say:

ABut now | isten to me: since 1994, when our countr
health care reform i and failed T more than 294, 000 American adults between the ages of 25 and
64 died because they didné6t have, they coul dnét afford, coul dnot

294, 000 Amer i can uwhreaesdary America® deatllsOc@used by the lack of health
care. 294,000 unnecessary American deaths caused by a calculated and systematic decision to
deny American people health care. | call that an act of terrorism i a calculated, systematic,
callous act of terrorism.

ALet 6s call it exactly what it i s : terorigmadgainstl 284060d , sy
Americans committed by American politicians, in collusion with the health insurance industry,
who have refused to adopt comprehensive health care reform.

AAnd i f those American politicians f ail to act now
275,000 Americans willdi e f or the same reason in the next decad
Our Executive Minister challenged his hearers to bring a stop to this terrorism. il dm pl eading

to pray, to telephone, to write, to demonstrate to put an end to this American-sponsored terrorism,
committed by American politicians, against the American people.

ALet it not Tikkus gatherdd hert this evening i that we were complicit, by our silence
and inaction, in the terrorism that has been raged against the American people. Just the
opposite: let it be said of us that, when given the opportunity, we fought terrorism, not with anger
but with ardor; we fought disease and death, not with despair but with hope; we fought for health
and for wholeness and for life with a faith that can move mountains i even the mountain of the
united states congress. Let it be said of us that we fought for justice and compassion, and in that

St



battle we i and the American peopleiwer e victorious. 0

This was Larry’s challenge to a secular audience. Doesn't it ring even more clearly when addressed to
Christians? How will you respond to this challenge?

An article about the rally can be found at http://gapersblock.com/mechanics/2010/02/25/health-care-
reformers-rally-to-pressure-obamas-summit/.

Wingspread Spirituality and Aging Conference 2010
Best Practices in Congregational Programs for Older Adults

A practical free intensive half-day seminar on Spirituality and Alzheimer’s Disease and Related
Dementias for people working with older adults in faith community settings.

Monday, March 15, 2010
1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.
Fourth Presbyterian Church
Anderson Hall
126 E. Chestnut
Chicago, Illinois

Keynote Speaker: Carol J. Farran, DNSc, RN

A nationally recognized researcher, Dr. Farran’s scientific focus has been on interventions that improve
the mental and physical health of family caregivers of persons with Alzheimer’s disease. She has been
particularly interested in understanding how families do well under difficult circumstances, and how they
find meaning through this experience.

For E-mail Registration:

Send e-mail to Beth Schwartz: bschwartz@ijfscinti.org. In the subject line write: WINGSPREAD 2010
Include in the body of your e-mail: full name, contact information, organization.

Beth will contact you to finalize and confirm your registration. For additional information contact NICA
Director Rita Chow, at 202.479.6655 or rita.chow@ncoa.org.
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PEACE NEWS
Northwest Suburban Meeting

The Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project will hold the March meeting at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
March 9. The meeting will take place at the South Church, 501 S. Emerson Street, Mount Prospect, IL.
This organization works with the high schools of District 214 to help students explore careers in peace-
making and social justice. All who are interested are welcome to attend. For more information about the
project, please visit the web site at www.nwsubpep.org.

Agape House at UIC to respond to Anti-Jewish, Anti-gay protestors at
UIC

Agape House Christian Ministry, along with the UIC Gender and Sexuality Center, is organizing a
peaceful, non-violent counter-demonstration communicating love, affirmation, and support to the Jewish
Community and the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered and Ally Community at UIC. This counter-
demonstration will be in response to a planned anti-Jewish, anti-gay demonstration by the Westboro
Baptist Church of Kansas on March 8. The counter-demonstration, which will take place on the UIC
Campus, will include community discussions before and after. We invite all who wish to join us in sharing
God's message of abundant love and justice to contact the Rev. Lisl Heymans Paul, Director of Campus
Ministry at Agape House at 312-666-2676 or agape.uic@gmail.com for a detailed schedule."

PRAYER REQUESTS

Please pray for the people of Haiti.

Please pray for Haitian American Baptist churches throughout the United States and Puerto Rico.

Please pray for world peace.

Please pray for our troops and our government.

Please pray and take action for real reform of the health care system in the United States.
Please pray for all persons facing job loss and job searches in the current economy.
Please pray for all children who are homeless and/or hungry.

Please pray for ABCMC staff and all ABCMC churches for effective Christian witness and service in 2010.
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CALENDAR

March 6 1 Risk Management Seminar for Churches, sponsored by ABCMC, 9:00 — 11:30 a.m., North
Shore Baptist Church

March 7 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Anne and Howard Gottlieb Hall, 38 S. Prairie,
Chicago, 4 p.m.

March 13 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m.

April 31 Easter Egg Hunt, Montrose Baptist Church, Corner of Montrose and Melvina Avenues, 9:30
—11:00 a.m.

April 187 One Hope United (formerly Kids Hope United) Mad Hatters Tea Party, The Lehmann
Mansion, 485 Milwaukee Avenue, Lake Villa, lllinois

May 15 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m.

May 16 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Pilgrim Congregational Church, 460 Lake Street, Oak
Park, 4 p.m.

The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago. The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago. We email the newsletter each Thursday. We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments. Please send them to
office@abcmec.org. If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, please let us know via email at office@abcmc.org.
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