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eWind is a weekly electronic newsletter from and for the American Baptists of the Windy 

City and its environs, covering matters as diverse as our region. 
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NOTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER   
 
 
With a number of colleagues from Metro Chicago and across the country --- seminarians and clergy — 
I’ve just completed a wondrously inspiring and informing week at a ministers conference in Orlando. 
 
The theme was ―Go To A New Land.‖ 
 
I think we all sense that this was a journey that God was calling ―us’ to.  Not just those of us attending but 
all of us in the Metro Chicago family and the wider denominational family. 
 
(Pastor Zina Jacque of the Community Church of Barrington was one of conference preachers and 
without one bit of home regional pride, I can testify she was awesome!  I didn’t find a single soul who 
would disagree with that assessment!) 
 
Our meeting on ―Transforming Christian Education for the Whole Congregation‖ at Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary on next Saturday (Feb. 4) builds on what happened in Orlando, and will help 
congregations become communities on that “journey to a new land” to which God is calling us. 
 
Finally, be sure to have members of your congregation be a part of this.  The Call to Meeting is provided 
again below. 

 

In the cause of the Evangel, 

 

Larry 

 

 
 

Thinking Theologically 
 
Read this week’s Thinking Theologically, where Executive Minister Larry Greenfield states: “It took a wild 
and crazy guy – someone out of his mind – to recognize who Jesus was.” See p. 8. 
 
 
 

WEEKLY LECTIONARY STUDIES 
 
January 29, 2012  – The 4th Sunday after Epiphany 

 
 Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
 Psalm 111 
 I Corinthians 8:1-13 
 Mark 1:21-28. 

 
God provides prophetic leadership to overthrow the powers of evil and bring healing. 

 
http://www.abcmc.org/documents/biblicalWords/2012/biblical_words_01_29_2012.pdf 

http://www.abcmc.org/documents/biblicalWords/2012/biblical_words_01_29_2012.pdf
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ABCMC NEWS 
 

 
 

CALL TO MEETING 
 

ABCMC Family Council Meeting 

Transformation Starts Here!  
Transforming Christian Education for the Whole 

Congregation 
Saturday, February 4, 2012 

9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
(Registration opens at 9:00 a.m.) 

 

 
 
 

Location: 

Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary 
2121 Sheridan Road 

Evanston, Illinois 60201 

 
Directions: 
(see below) 

 
 

Registration opens at 9:00 a.m.; Lunch donation $10 
(please bring cash) 

 
RSVP Instructions: 

 
Please RSVP (it’s not too late) via email at office@abcmc.org 

 indicating your name, church, names of persons attending, and 
whether you will stay for “morning,” “lunch,” and/or “afternoon 

sessions,” or the “entire day.” 
 

mailto:office@abcmc.org
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Directions to Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary 
(from Garrett’s website) 

 

From the north via I-94 

¶ take I-94 south to Skokie Boulevard  

¶ follow southbound Skokie Boulevard approximately 2 miles to Golf Road  

¶ turn left at the traffic light onto eastbound Golf Road  

¶ follow Golf Road approximately four miles into Evanston (the road name changes to Emerson 
Street in Evanston!)  

¶ follow Emerson until you get to Sheridan Road (t intersection)  

¶ turn left onto northbound Sheridan Road  

¶ follow Sheridan Road two and one-half blocks, passing a traffic light at Foster Avenue, until you 
reach Garrett Place street  

¶ turn right onto Garrett Place - circle drive to Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary  

From the west or northwest via I-88, I-90 or I-190 (from O'Hare)  

¶ take I-88, I-90 or I-190 eastbound until you reach northbound I-294 (heading toward Wisconsin)  

¶ take I-294 north to Dempster Street east  

¶ follow Dempster Street approximately ten miles through the suburbs of Des Plaines, Park Ridge, 
Niles, Morton Grove, Skokie and Evanston  

¶ turn left on to northbound Chicago Avenue until it merges with and ends at Sheridan Road  

¶ follow Sheridan Road two and one-half blocks, passing a traffic light at Foster Avenue, until you 
reach Garrett Place street  

¶ turn right onto Garrett Place - circle drive to Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary  

 
From downtown Chicago via US-41 (Lakeshore Drive) 

¶ take US-41 (Lakeshore Drive) north until it becomes Hollywood  

¶ turn right onto northbound Sheridan Road. follow Sheridan Road approximately six miles through 
Chicago and into Evanston  

¶ Sheridan Road curves to the left (westbound) when it reaches the main body of the Evanston 
campus. It then curves sharply to the right where it intersects with Chicago Avenue, following the 
border of the NU campus to the right (east)  

¶ follow Sheridan Road two and one-half blocks, passing a traffic light at Foster Avenue, until you 
reach Garrett Place street  

¶ turn right onto Garrett Place - circle drive to Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary 

Parking  
 

The parking lot is adjacent to the south side of the seminary.  Parking is 
open and free on weekends; however, do not park where there is a number 

or a sign that indicates reserved parking.   
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NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS 
  
Morgan Park Baptist Church Invites You... 

 
 

 
Restorative Justice:  

How to Heal Whatõs Broken 
 
 

On Wednesday, February 1, from  
11:00 a.m. ð Noon, The Center for Spiritual 
Health at Morgan Park Baptist Church  will 
sponsor a Lecture by Judge Sheila Murphy. 
Judge Murphy will reflect on our justice 
system and what can be done to heal it. 
This lecture will take place in the church 
parlor (11024 South Bell Avenue) and is free 
to all. Refreshments will be served.  
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LOCAL CONFERENCES AND EVENTS 
 

Michelle Alexander, author of The New Jim Crow, to Speak at Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary 
 
Garrett-Evangelical in cooperation with the Department of African American Studies at Northwestern 
University is proud to welcome legal scholar and civil rights advocate Michelle Alexander. 

 
Wednesday, February 1, 2012 | 5:00 p.m. 

Harris Hall Auditorium, Room 107 
Northwestern University 

1881 Sheridan Road, Evanston, IL 
 
A book signing and reception will follow Professor Alexander's lecture. 
 
Professor Alexander is a highly acclaimed civil rights lawyer, advocate, and 
legal scholar. She was the director of the Civil Rights Clinic while teaching at 
Stanford Law School.  She currently serves a joint appointment at the Kirwan 
Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity and the Moritz College of Law at 
The Ohio State University.  

 
Professor Alexander has achieved national acclaim for her book, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration 
in the Age of Colorblindness, published in the fall of 2010. The New Jim Crow became an overnight 
phenomenon, sparking a much needed conversation about ways in which our system of mass 
incarceration has come to resemble systems of racial control from a different era. Learn more at the 
official website:  http://www.newjimcrow.com/ 

 
 
Change of Venue for Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference 
 

SDPC 2012 will be held at the Drake Hotel in Chicago, IL 

February 6-9, 2012 

Reckoning with Power: 
DESTROYING CASTE AND RESTORING COMMUNITY 

 
To register, go to http://www.sdpconference.info/ 

 
We Come To Witness, Pray and Act! 

“For the Kingdom of God depends not on talk but on power.” 

1 Corinthians 4:20 (NIV) 

 

http://www.newjimcrow.com/
http://www.sdpconference.info/
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Ministry Internship and Job Fair 
 

The only ministry internship and job fair 
in the Chicagoland region! 

http://www.northpark.edu/Centers/Center-for-Youth-Ministry-Studies/CYMS-Events/Ministry-
Internship-and-Job-Fair  

Saturday, February 18, 2012, from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

This event is designed to bring together ministries that are recruiting individuals for jobs and internships, 
and those who are seeking positions. It is open to the public, and has grown to include students from 

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Garrett Theological Seminary, Moody Bible Institute, Judson College, 
Wheaton College, Trinity Christian College, North Park University and Theological Seminary, as well as 

adults who are looking for ministry positions. 

The fair will take place in Anderson Chapel, located at the corner of Foster and Spaulding avenues. 

Professional Development Opportunities for Internship/Job Seekers Include:  
■Mock interviews 

■Panel discussion: First Two Years in Ministry 
■Panel discussion: What To Expect When You Candidate for a Ministry 

■Resume writing webinars will be available in the month prior to the fair; details coming soon  
Job and Internship Recruiters 

This fair is open to all ministries or organizations; participants may register for one or both fairs. A 4' table 
and two chairs will be provided for each ministry. Two or more tables may be reserved per organization 

for a fee of $5 per table (first table is free of charge). Use the date links above to register for either event. 

Ministry Participants Include: 

Stay tuned, as participants will be listed as they confirm. 

Exhibitors:  Organizations wishing to exhibit at the fair can register for a fee. One 6' table, two chairs and 
electrical access will be provided. Use the date links above to register for either event. 

Contact the Center for Youth Ministry Studies with questions via email or by phone at (773) 244-5207. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Please pray for our children, teachers and schools. 
 
Please pray for our troops and our local, state, and federal governments. 
 
Please pray for all of those affected by and perpetrating violence in Chicago and cities across the country. 
 
Please pray for those affected by natural disasters such as the recent hurricanes, tornadoes, 
earthquakes, floods, storms, etc.   
.   
Please pray for the people and government of Japan, Libya, and Egypt. 
 
Please pray for all persons facing job loss and job searches in the current economy. 
 
Please pray for all children who are homeless and/or hungry. 
 
Please pray for all who are bereaved for the loss of loved ones. 
 

http://www.northpark.edu/Centers/Center-for-Youth-Ministry-Studies/CYMS-Events/Ministry-Internship-and-Job-Fair
http://www.northpark.edu/Centers/Center-for-Youth-Ministry-Studies/CYMS-Events/Ministry-Internship-and-Job-Fair
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Please pray for our country in the midst of the struggle for health care reform, immigration reform and 
financial reform. 
 
Please pray for the people of Haiti, Chile and people around the world who are suffering. 
 
Please pray for world peace. 
 
Please pray for ABCMC staff and all ABCMC churches for effective Christian witness and service in 2011. 

 
ABCMC CALENDAR 
 
January 31 Deadline for sending registration materials for IMMERSE 2012 to Rev. Carol   
  Jamieson Brown (for payment of registration fees by ABCMC). 
 
February 1 Restorative Justice lecture with Judge Sheila Murphy, Morgan Park Baptist Church,  
  11024 S. Bell Ave., Chicago, IL, 11 a.m. – noon.  
 
February 4 ABCMC Family Council Meeting, Garrett Evangelical Seminary, 2121 Sheridan Road,  
  Evanston, IL, 9:30 am – 3:00 pm, please RSVP at office@abcmc.org  
 
May 5  ABCMC Annual Meeting, location TBD 
 
July 2012 IMMERSE 2012 Gathering of American Baptist Youth 

 
THINKING THEOLOGICALLY ABOUT THE COMMON GOOD 
 
January 25, 2012 
 
―Recognizing Jesus‖ 
 
It took a wild and crazy guy – someone out of his mind – to recognize who Jesus was.  
 
It happened early in the ministry of Jesus at a synagogue in Capernaum where he was teaching with 
great effectiveness (Mark 1:21-28).  The folks gathered there on the Sabbath were impressed by how 
different this young rabbi was from the scribes who were their normal fare. Evidently it wasn't just what he 
was teaching but also the authority with which he taught. 
 
Those were people in their right minds: tame and typical. 
 
But could we suggest that these right-minded, tame, typical folks had not a hint that the difference they 
discerned was not one of degree but of kind? 
 
Maybe that's what being sane and sober leads to. 
 
Maybe it always takes someone possessed of an unclean spirit – which was the condition of the wild man 
– to recognize both how much trouble he was in when faced with this untypical, young and brash rabbi as 
well as how much danger everyone in the room was in. 
 
The crazy man didn't ask Jesus: "What have you to do with me, Jesus of Nazareth?" Nor: "Have you 
come to destroy me?" 
 
No, he asked what Jesus had to do with "us." He asked if Jesus was out to destroy "us."   
 
In recognizing Jesus as "the Holy One of God," the crazy guy was alerting the whole congregation of what 
was at stake for everyone gathered there and beyond. 
 

mailto:office@abcmc.org
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The text from the Gospel of Mark reports that Jesus rebuked ―him‖ and the reader runs the risk of thinking 
that it was the crazy man whom Jesus was rebuking. But the next part of the sentence in that text makes 
it abundantly clear that Jesus wasn’t rebuking the crazy man but the unclean spirit that possessed him. 
 
It was the unclean spirit that Jesus commanded to be silent and to come out of the wild and crazy guy. 
The rest of the congregation immediately recognized it too, since they finally realized that, unlike their 
scribes, Jesus had the authority to take control of the unclean spirits. 
 
What the text doesn't reveal to us was whether the other members of the congregation realized (as the 
now cleansed man clearly did) that the unclean spirits resided in them as well, and that Jesus had the 
authority to cleanse them too. 
 
When the wild man had earlier asked the question not just about "me" but "us," he was speaking for all of 
the unclean spirits that lived in even tame and typical people, even in people in their so-called right minds. 
 
In fact, I think it is altogether necessary to assume that the once possessed man didn't limit his 
assessment of the pervasiveness of the unclean spirits to the congregation, but rather contended that the 
unclean – indeed, evil – spirits were on the loose throughout the known world. 
 
It's altogether necessary to assume that he believed that Jesus of Nazareth was entirely capable of 
challenging and overcoming those pervasive spirits, as Jesus invited people to repent and embrace the 
good news that the reign of a God of all-encompassing love was at hand. 
 
That is what was at stake in recognizing Jesus as the agent of that God. 
 
It's the same today with the unclean and evil spirits of vast global economic inequality; the huge chasms 
in health care and education; the enormous gorges between those with nutritious food to eat and clean 
water to drink and adequate shelter on one side and those without those bare necessities of life on the 
other; and the great divides between some children being safe and protected and millions of others left 
vulnerable. 
 
So the pressing question is still whether we need a wild and crazy guy to help us realize how the unclean 
and evil spirits are at loose in and among us and recognize Jesus for who he is. 
 
Or, maybe, whether we need to be the wild and crazy ones who recognize our own complicity with the 

evil spirits and help others recognize Jesus for who he is as the agent of a loving God's in-breaking reign. 
 
 
 
The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments.  Please send them to office@abcmc.org. If you spot a 
typographical error or other mistake in eWind, please let us know via email at office@abcmc.org.  

mailto:office@abcmc.org
mailto:office@abcmc.org

