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fiYou whom | took from the ends of the earth, a

saying to you, OYou are my servant, | have chos
do not fear, for | am with you, do not be afraid, for | am your God,;
I owi || strengthen you, I owi || help you, I owi ||
Isaiah 41:9-10
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NOTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER

| hope you will read the blog by Douglas Sharp, in response to the Supreme Court& ruling against
Chicago& gun laws; see below.

In light of the court® decision, Idn pretty sure this means that followers of Jesus in metropolitan Chicago
will be ever more required to find ways of reducing violence and becoming more effective peace makers.

In the cause of the Evangel,

Larry

Will There Be No End to the Violence?
Douglas Sharpn Wednesday, July 7, 2010

I understand that slightly more than half of the members of the U.S. Supreme Court believe that the

Second Amendment right to own a firearm in this country is inviolable. They have now made that clear in
their 51 4 decision on McDonald v. City of Chicagos t r i ki ng d o wfyeahlihandggnd@nsand3 0
extending to all the states the protections of the amendment. Okay, | get that.

What | ndem&t amd is why that unassailable right to AKX
safety. And | really canét grasp how expanding the n
reduce the volume of gun violence in this country. Is this an individualized version of the policy of

mutually-assured destruction (MAD)? Is there any evidence to suggest that this court decision will not

ee
uml

result in the increase in the sale of firearms? |1t app

life in society where deterrence is the desired effect, rather than the promotion of the common good.

I dondét know what the odds are that my home wil/l be
guess is that neither of these is likely to happen, or at least | hope not. What is interesting to me,

however, is that many of the commentators happy abou
will be less crime because criminals will be mindful that their intended victims are more likely to be

packing heat. Instances of breaking-and-entering, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault will

decline because perpetrators can no longer assume that their targets will be unarmed. Indeed, the

Nati onal Ri f [lInstitute $osLegislative Acteomi$ quick to point out that there is less violent

crime in those states where it is lawful to carry a gun.

So we are launching out into a brave new world. The near-universal right to own a firearm is not yet
exceeded by the number of venues where it can be permissibly carried, but we can be fairly certain that
gun enthusiasts and their lobbyists will continue to contest every effort to reign in the proliferation of
firearms. For the moment, the court has made it very clear that the right to own firearms for the purpose of
providing a militia is no longer in play. What we have, now, as a reason to guard the right to own a gun is
seffdef ense in oneds home.

It would seem to me, however, that the number and type of circumstances where a firearm could be used
as a means of self-defense are much more likely to occur outside the home, so one way or another, we

are looking at further relaxation of state laws that guarantee the righttobearone 6s ar m i n publ i (.

According to the Nat ingitntafor Legisldtive éctighscaremly 48 ofithe 50 &tates

grant right-to-carry permits to persons who meet state-established standards. A handful of others have

minimal restrictions (Connecticut and Alabama), or no restrictions (Alaska, Arizona, and Vermont).

Another handful have very high restrictions and two, (lllinois and Wisconsin) do not allow persons to carry
firearms, or,asthe NRA-l LA says, this firighto to carry a weapon
Now | 6 m adeféensef amd | cestanlyfsee the logic of the idea that one can more effectively defend
oneself if one has |saltDoes hnyoherealtyeoulst that b oneid carryithg asvpapon

and suddenly finds oneself threatened with bodily harm, that one would chose not to use it in self-
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defense? Of course not. Brandish it, but not fire it? Hardly. In fact, what has happened in this scenario is

that the likelihood of gun violence has only increased.

Police officers in Chicago, whose handgun ban has now been overturned, told reporters for the Chicago
Tribune that fAcrime rates are | ower hat tfhneo scti tnyu rtcdchearn
involving handguns take place on the street. At least half are gang-related, and the majority of both

victims and offenders have criminal records. 0o With o
our day is spent protectingcri mi nal s from other criminals. o Precisel
a firearm |l et alone carry one or use one, and thus (
The people at the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, using data provided by the CDC National

Center for Injury Prevention and Control, report that in one year, 30,896 people died from gun violence

and 78,622 people survived gun injuries. By comparison, during all the Vietnam War, 58,226 military

personnel lost their lives and 153,303 were wounded. Each year, by comparison, approximately 43,000

are killed in automobile accidents. So far, as of June 27, 2010, the number of U.S. service members who

have died in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan stands at 5,521.

Again, according to the Brady Campaign, gun death rates are higher in those states where there are

higher rates of household gun ownership. When states with the highest levels of ownership are compared

to states with the lowest, the highest states have 114% higher gun-related homicide rates. Indeed,

according to one study by researchers at the Center for Injury Control at the Rollins School of Public

Heal th at Emory University, Afguns kept in homes are
accidental shooting, criminal assault, or suicide attempt than to be used to injure or kill in self-defen s e . 0

So much for the cotwefégndes ar gument on self

What is missing in the courtdés decision and all t he
accentuates, legitimizes, and further establishes our violent character as a nation. Its premise is that

violence is best met with and countered by violence, that the best way to fend off a violent attack is to

practice violence in turn, including lethal violence. It clearly supposes that the way to reduce violence is to
increase the capacity and means to inflict it. Moreover, it authorizes the privatization of state-sanctioned

violence; each person can now be given the requisite permission to own and carryd and in certain

circumstances, used a firearm to injure or take the life of another.

It might be unreasonable to expect the U.S. Supreme Court to consider the principles of non-violence and
the sacredness of all life in struggling to find a way to validate the Second Amendment. Unfortunately,
these principles were not enshrined in the Constitution. Nonetheless, it certainly is not reasonabled or
morald to put at risk the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, enshrined in the Declaration of
Independence, natural law, and biblical ethics, by the vagaries of a court majority that believes everyone
has the right to pull the trigger.

ABCMC NEWS

Save the Date - Ministers Council Fall Retreat

Ministers Council Fall Retreat
Monday September 13, 2010 at Third Baptist Church of Chicago
Working Title: Becoming A Stronger Spiritual Leader - Why Discipline Matters

Please watch your mail and e-Wind for additional details.

Rev. Carol Jamieson Brown, Pastor

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH PARK FOREST
80 North Orchard - Park Forest, IL 60466
www.fbcparkforest.org

708-748-2566



http://www.fbcparkforest.org/

l nvitation from Rev. Conni e Stone,

Are you one of our region's ministers who are not currently in pulpit ministry -- either because you are
involved in other areas of specialized ministry, are discerning new callings or find yourself taking a break
at this time?

I'm extending a personal invitation to gather at my home in Bolingbrook for lunch on Monday, August 16,
from 10:30am-1:30pm. The directions will be forth coming and are very simple. | am going to try and
have a pick-up at the Downers Grove Metra Station for those who are dependent on public
transportation. (There will be one pick-up and drop off after the meeting, in a vehicle that

can accommodate 4 people.)

As the date draws nearer, | will be asking for an RSVP as lunch will be provided. | hope that you are
marking your calendars for the date and opportunity to visit, share and have fellowship with others who
have been called into ministry, but are engaged in ministerial areas outside of the local church.

Shalom, Connie

Full Updated ABCMC Directory Available On-Line

The full ABCMC directory will soon be available as a password protected .pdf file on the ABCMC website,
www.abcmc.org. The directory on the website will always be the latest update of the directory, and will
be continually updated as changes and corrections are brought to our attention. If your contact
information is included in the directory, you will receive an email or letter in U.S. Mail (if you do not have
an email address) with the instructions and password for accessing the directory. Look for this
notification within the next week. (The directory will be available online by Saturday, July 10, 2010. If you
need the password and have not received the notification, feel free to email me at veronica@abcmc.org.)

Posting the directory on the ABCMC website will be done in lieu of a mass mailing. If you have any
guestions, or would like to request a hard copy of the directory for $5.00, feel free to email your request to
me at veronica@abcmc.org.

Thank you.

Veronica

Thinking Theologically

This week Executive Minister Larry Greenfield poses the question, fis Anybody Reading this Stuff?0 See
page 9 for more.
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NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS

Lake Street Church Searching for Interim Minister

With Pastor Bob Thompson decision to step down as the senior pastor of Lake Street Church this coming
fall, a search committee is hard at work to find an interim almost as spectacular as Bob. The
announcement and position description are posted below. If you know experienced pastors who should
be considered, please pass this material on to them and/or let the committee know of their talents.

Larry
Job Opening
Interim Minister

Lake Street Church of Evanston, lllinois is seeking a full-time Interim Minister to serve our theologically
liberal, uniquely fabulous, socially progressive, and welcoming and affirming congregation beginning in
November 2010. I nterested parties are encouraged to e
where the full job description and directions for applicants can be found (also included below) and to
contact betsywilson@gmail.com with any questions.

Job Opening
Interim Minister

Lake Street Church of Evanston is seeking a full-time Interim Minister to serve our theologically liberal,

socially progressive, and welcoming and affirming congregation beginning in November 2010 through the

search process and installation of a new Senior Pastor. The Interim Minister will have primary

responsibility for preaching and worship leadership, will manage and lead the LSC staff, and provide

support and guidance for the congregation as we thoughtfully refine our understanding of our identity and
develop a vision for our future. I nterested parties
www.lakestreet.org, where the church Covenant and other pages provide more information about the

theology, history, and life of the community.

This opening comes as a result of the retirement of the Senior Minister who has served Lake Street
Church for 30 years, alongside an Associate Minister who has been serving for the past seven years.
Under this leadership, the church has developed an inquiring spirituality, an appreciation of contemplative
and mystical traditions of Christianity, and an engagement in social justice ministries. It is an

intellectually vigorous congregation that draws upon the spiritual resources of many traditions and
celebrates the common ground shared with other faith traditions.

The Interim Minister will be an experienced pastor with a well-developed sense of pastoral and personal

identity to provide calm, thoughtful, and flexible leadership through this period of change. Strong skills in
preaching, listening, communicating, networking, discernment, facilitating small groups, and conflict
resolution are necessary. The ability to facilitate
is important, including in that discovery process our relationship with our denomination, American Baptist
Churches U.S.A.

The Interim Minister reports to the General Board. The Interim Minister will not be a candidate for the
permanent Senior Minister position.

Specific Responsibilities Include:
1 Preaching and worship leadership of the church in conjunction with the Associate Minister,
including special services and ceremonies throughout the year. (The Associate Minister preaches
20% of the sermons, spread out during the year.)

1 Provide regular administrative oversight and direction to the five church staff members, with the
goal of supporting or enhancing their ability to serve the ministries of the church without changing
the basic staff configuration.

p |

t

h



1 Provide pastoral care to the congregation, with the assistance of the Associate Minister, both
directly and indirectly. This includes working with the Deacons and responding to e-mail and

voice mail.

1 Provide support to committees (with Associate Minister) and attend Board meetings.

1 Work with the Associate Minister and the Board to present Lake Street Church to the larger
community for general communication and to encourage inquiry from potential new members.

1  Work with the Transition Oversight Team to fulfill the goals of the interim period, which may
require leading specific study groups or other activities.

Qualifications/Education/Experience:

Ordination in a Protestant denomination and a Masters of Divinity or its equivalent are required. Training
in interim ministry and previous experience in interim ministry work is highly recommended.
Lake Street Church welcomes applicants of all genders, racial and ethnic backgrounds, and sexual

orientation.

To apply:

Please submit a cover letter that emphasizes interim-ministry experience and training, a resume, and, if
desired, copies of recorded sermons and published articles to:

Lake Street Church

Interim Minister Search Committee
607 Lake Street

Evanston, IL 60201-4412

or betsywilson@gmail.com

Applications will be reviewed as they are received, and applicants are encouraged to apply as quickly as

possible. Interviews will be scheduled in late summer.

Irving Park Baptist Church i Summer Food Service and lllinois Chip

Programs

\::\A.d Summer Food
Service Program
Apv Q@. g

Food that is in when school is out

Irving Park Baptist Church
4401 West Irving Park Road
Chicago, IL 60641

FREE MEALS

Lunch* will be served Monday thru Friday
from 12:00 Noon to 1:00 PM, starting June
28th thru August 27th.
1]
L
For additional information, please call g
the Church at 773-285-6800. n

“Diselaimer Clause -- kit regaaqsikle for ehildren estng any food thal may cause

an elargia reaciion (ie. nuls, paanuls, dairy, elc.). MyPyramid.gov

STEPS 01 A KEALTHIFR YoLl

Sponsor: Archdiocese of Chicago Nulrition Services (FSP)

1n sccordance with federel law end U. S. Dep of palicy, this i ia ited fram
discriminating on tie basis of raca, color, national orgin, sex, age or disabitity. T fite a compiaint of
disesiminalion, write USDA, Qirecotr, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Averua, SW, il o
202609410 or calf SONTIBILT2 or 202/T208382 (TTY). USDA fs on sgual opportunity provider and empfoyer.

wagation. The infrrnsfion - mist of which is cottained on 3 CO — is roipact

ggawnl Ff{[EEILﬂ_ Fair

July 10, 2010
i. Noon to 3:.00 PM
e gy Irving Park Baptist
i et st o i Church Parking Lot
Araunel he Stte. hey are called 1L GHIE events, | heyTe spairsored by lacal 4401 W Irvmg Park

Fasanic Ladges and held st ieigh saihoad hinelions or st eommiunty achnls.

The Magane of Mlinais - who fund -he entire coet of IL CHIP -- puttagether
evarything parents need to help the autharities “ind their Ioet child. s the most
comprehaneive program of its kind... and is FREE OF CHARGE To:

PARENTS.

Bestor al I anly takes 10 minutes and supplies parents with  complete child
sl slion pchuge: D uan be faken Dane o caried with De baily un

and totnlly private. The 1L CHIP program kerps only the parental permission
fonm!

that records image and height and is digitized on &
convanient CD that can he easily circulatad by police o e media o
islilbel wetuses U St i i sun Loy vt linis' Anbeer Al LProgiam

raken throogh asalive chosk sucshos the latest ranldn the
scientific arsenal to make positiva 1D of lost drildren

are the eldest torm of pesizive identitication sinc they arc
unique to svery perscn,

waplures an W s CBa the pir.airs U
BNPeAraNE, Seach DALTAINE, [<sAPal Cha FErenSllEs AN MEFRETAMS Tor
eany medla AT

coptures on the same CB.as the piczure the
appearance, spaech patterns, persaral characterietics, and mar nerizma for
aazy madis distibution




ABCUSA NEWS

Visit the American Baptist News Service for complete articles and current ABC-USA news at
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx

2011 Biennial Event Announced for Theologians and Theological
Educators

VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 7/1/10)d The Office of the General Secretary is pleased to announce that it
will be sponsoring a gathering of American Baptist Theologians/Theological educators in conjunction with
the 2011 Biennial gathering in Puerto Rico.

Alt has bleelnd adrleoang of mine as gener al sighertetiesofy, 0 s

our American Baptist theologians and theological educators with denominational life. Not since the
Conference on Life and Theology ceased in the '70s have we had a forum to formally engage our
American Baptist theologians and theological educators in reflection upon the life and mission of the
Church today. o

This effort is the result of the dreams and hopes of a group of emerging theologians in ABC life. For the
past year they have been in regular consultation with the general secretary to address the issue of the
development of younger American Baptist theologians who consciously work out of their American Baptist
heritage to both speak to that heritage with fresh voices and to speak from that heritage to the larger
Church.

The group is composed of Dr. Kent Berghuis, senior pastor of the First Baptist Church of Lansdale, PA
and adjunct faculty for Palmer Seminary; Dr. Adam Bond of the Proctor School of Theology, Virginia
Union University; Professor Jennifer Davidson of the American Baptist Seminary of the West; and Dr.
Rady Roldan-Figueroa of Baylor University.

iTheology is about | oving God, about integrating
do as the church, 0 explained Dr . iBmeveghhve desply AWi t ho
meaningful churches. | am glad to be a part of ABCUSA, where theological discussions are welcomed

and viewed as basic to who we are as churches. 0

The event will be held at the Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico, an ABC-related Seminary, on
Thursday, June 23 and Friday, June 24, 2011. It is made possible by a grant from the Mission Initiative
Fund of the denomination.

ABC ORGANIZATIONS

| _CELEBRATING 185 YEAR:

JUDSON PRESS

PUBLISHERS SINCE 1824

Fall Sunday School Curriculum Orders

The Fall 2010 curriculum order form is now available. Download your copy by accessing
https://www.judsonpress.com/pdfs/order_form_fall 2010.pdf. You can view the pdf and only print out the
pages you need. Be sure to also print the order summary on page 8. As always, your order can be placed
online http://www.judsonpress.com/catalog.cfm?category id=2, by fax, or phone.

Did you cancel your standing order for the summer? Do you need to renew or update it for the Fall?
Please contact customer service by July 15, 2010 to make any changes.

All standard orders are due July 30, 2010.
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