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Metro Chicago 

eWind 
Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and... 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...  (Acts 2:2-3, TEV) 
  

Weekly Electronic Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
A patchwork of varied news and announcements 

from our churches, communities, denomination and other organizations, 
covering a wide variety of interests reflecting the diversity of our region 

 

July 1, 2010 
 

 
 

―You whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, 
saying to you, ‗You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off‘; 

do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.‖ 

Isaiah 41:9-10 
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NOTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER 
 
I spent the first three days of this week at our ABCMC Camp at Green Lake this week.  What a joy to see 
kids having a great time while also being challenged to think about themselves and their world from the 
truths of our Christian faith -- and with the guidance of some really creative and caring teachers and 
counselors.  Young people from all of our congregations should be a part of this next year, when we will 
have the benefit of the first trial run this year.  Definitely a winner! 
 
Our ABCMC family mourns the loss of one of our emeritus pastors, the Rev. Dr. A. Lincoln James, Sr.  
We are thankful for his decades of ministry at the Greater Bethesda Baptist Church.  We extend our 
sympathy to the James and Greater Bethesda families.  (Funeral arrangements are noted on page 3.) 
 
As we approach this Independence Day weekend, I'm thinking that the breaking away from the ties that 
King George had on the colonies was all to the good, but also that independence itself, once the 
revolutionary war was over, didn't work out so well.  Instead it took a re-start with a new constitution that 
made the new nation more interdependent for our experiment with democracy work.  There's a religious, 
especially Christian, and even Baptist, truth embedded in that important part of our national history: that 
we are not created to be independent of each other, but mutually related, with strong doses of both 
freedom and equality. 
 
May it be for you and yours a great 4th of July, interdependently 
 

Larry  
 

ABCMC NEWS 
 

Invitation from Rev. Connie Stone, Specialized Ministersô Meeting 
  

Hi Colleagues, 
  
Are you one of our region's ministers who are not currently in pulpit ministry -- either because you are 
involved in other areas of specialized ministry, are discerning new callings or find yourself taking a break 
at this time? 
  
I'm extending a personal invitation to gather at my home in Bolingbrook for lunch on Monday, August 16, 
from 10:30am-1:30pm.   The directions will be forth coming and are very simple. I am going to try and 
have a pick-up at the Downers Grove Metra Station for those who are dependent on public 
transportation.  (There will be one pick-up and drop off after the meeting, in a vehicle that 
can accommodate 4 people.)  
  
As the date draws nearer, I will be asking for an RSVP as lunch will be provided.  I hope that you are 
marking your calendars for the date and opportunity to visit, share and have fellowship with others who 
have been called into ministry, but are engaged in ministerial areas outside of the local church. 
  
Shalom, Connie   

 
Thinking Theologically 
 
Check back next week for Thinking Theologically. 
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NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS  
 

Greater Bethesda Mourns the Loss of Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. A. 
Lincoln James, Sr. 
 
On Monday, June 28, 2010 our beloved pastor emeritus Dr. A. Lincoln James, Sr. passed from labor to 
reward.  All members and friends of Greater Bethesda Missionary Baptist Church are requested to be a 
part of this celebration of life as we remember our pastor and his 52 years of service to Christ, his church, 
and his community.   
 

Services will be held at Greater Bethesda on Saturday, July 3, 2010 
5301 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60615 

Wake: 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Funeral: 12:00 p.m. 

The family has indicated that there will be a private burial. 
 
Please keep the James family and the Greater Bethesda family in your prayers.   
 
Rev. David W. Watkins, III, pastor 
 

 
Lake Street Church Searching for Interim Minister 
 
With Pastor Bob Thompson decision to step down as the senior pastor of Lake Street Church this coming 
fall, a search committee is hard at work to find an interim almost as spectacular as Bob.  The 
announcement and position description are posted below.  If you know experienced pastors who should 
be considered, please pass this material on to them and/or let the committee know of their talents. 
 
Larry 

 
Job Opening 

Interim Minister 
 

Lake Street Church of Evanston, Illinois is seeking a full-time Interim Minister to serve our theologically 
liberal, uniquely fabulous, socially progressive, and welcoming and affirming congregation beginning in 
November 2010. Interested parties are encouraged to explore the church‘s website, www.lakestreet.org, 
where the full job description and directions for applicants can be found (also included below) and to 
contact betsywilson@gmail.com with any questions. 
 
 

Job Opening 
Interim Minister 

 
Lake Street Church of Evanston is seeking a full-time Interim Minister to serve our theologically liberal, 
socially progressive, and welcoming and affirming congregation beginning in November 2010 through the 
search process and installation of a new Senior Pastor. The Interim Minister will have primary 
responsibility for preaching and worship leadership, will manage and lead the LSC staff, and provide 
support and guidance for the congregation as we thoughtfully refine our understanding of our identity and 
develop a vision for our future. Interested parties are encouraged to explore the church‘s website, 
www.lakestreet.org, where the church Covenant and other pages provide more information about the 
theology, history, and life of the community. 
 
This opening comes as a result of the retirement of the Senior Minister who has served Lake Street 
Church for 30 years, alongside an Associate Minister who has been serving for the past seven years. 
Under this leadership, the church has developed an inquiring spirituality, an appreciation of contemplative 
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and mystical traditions of Christianity, and an engagement in social justice ministries. It is an 
intellectually vigorous congregation that draws upon the spiritual resources of many traditions and 
celebrates the common ground shared with other faith traditions. 
 
The Interim Minister will be an experienced pastor with a well-developed sense of pastoral and personal 
identity to provide calm, thoughtful, and flexible leadership through this period of change. Strong skills in 
preaching, listening, communicating, networking, discernment, facilitating small groups, and conflict 
resolution are necessary. The ability to facilitate the congregation‘s self study through a variety of means 
is important, including in that discovery process our relationship with our denomination, American Baptist 
Churches U.S.A. 
 
The Interim Minister reports to the General Board. The Interim Minister will not be a candidate for the 
permanent Senior Minister position. 
 
Specific Responsibilities Include: 
 

¶ Preaching and worship leadership of the church in conjunction with the Associate Minister, 
including special services and ceremonies throughout the year. (The Associate Minister preaches 
20% of the sermons, spread out during the year.) 

 

¶ Provide regular administrative oversight and direction to the five church staff members, with the 
goal of supporting or enhancing their ability to serve the ministries of the church without changing 
the basic staff configuration. 

 

¶ Provide pastoral care to the congregation, with the assistance of the Associate Minister, both 
directly and indirectly. This includes working with the Deacons and responding to e-mail and 
voice mail. 

 

¶ Provide support to committees (with Associate Minister) and attend Board meetings. 
 

¶ Work with the Associate Minister and the Board to present Lake Street Church to the larger 
community for general communication and to encourage inquiry from potential new members. 

 

¶ Work with the Transition Oversight Team to fulfill the goals of the interim period, which may 
require leading specific study groups or other activities. 

 
Qualifications/Education/Experience: 
Ordination in a Protestant denomination and a Masters of Divinity or its equivalent are required. Training 
in interim ministry and previous experience in interim ministry work is highly recommended. 
Lake Street Church welcomes applicants of all genders, racial and ethnic backgrounds, and sexual 
orientation. 
 
To apply: 
Please submit a cover letter that emphasizes interim-ministry experience and training, a resume, and, if 
desired, copies of recorded sermons and published articles to: 
 
Lake Street Church 
Interim Minister Search Committee 
607 Lake Street 
Evanston, IL 60201-4412 
or betsywilson@gmail.com 
 
Applications will be reviewed as they are received, and applicants are encouraged to apply as quickly as 
possible. Interviews will be scheduled in late summer.
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Irving Park Baptist Church ï Summer Food Service and Illinois Chip 
Programs 
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ABCUSA NEWS 
Visit the American Baptist News Service for complete articles and current ABC-USA news at  
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx  

 

Trusted Services Continue as the American Baptist Foundation Plans 
for Future Growth 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 7/1/10)ðIn the last several days the Board of Directors of the American 
Baptist Foundation, in a spirit of prayer and unity, has been crafting a new model to position the 
Foundation for future growth.  This model responds to consultations with the Foundation‘s members: the 
Multi-Region Corporation (composed of 31 American Baptist regions nationwide), the American Baptist 
Home Mission Societies, and American Baptist International Ministries. 
 
While there will be staffing changes, all the products and outcomes utilized by donors in the past will 
continue to be available.  Likewise, all investments with the Foundation—trusts, estates, annuities, and 
endowments—will be managed with the same level of integrity, expertise, and diligence that has been 
identified with the American Baptist Foundation for the past quarter century. 
In anticipation of the new model for the Foundation, Rev. Judy Fackenthal, chair of the Board of Directors, 
states, ―We look forward to a promising future and to working together to enhance the ministries we have 
lovingly cultivated with the blessed help of God‘s Spirit.‖ 

 
As the American Baptist Foundation restructures itself toward the goal of ongoing strength and growth, 
services provided through the regions will be streamlined.  There will no longer be a national field staff 
with the herculean responsibility of meeting the planned giving marketing needs of each unique American 
Baptist region.  Rather, with support from the Foundation, the regions will design their own distinctive 
structures for encouraging estate plans that will support local, regional, national, and international 
mission.  Additionally, the position of President has been discontinued.  Lawrence Edw. Wilson, III, former 
President, is no longer with the Foundation.  The Board of Directors expresses its appreciation both to the 
field staff and Mr. Wilson for their dedicated service to the Foundation. 
 
Rev. William A. Carlsen is now responsible for Foundation operations during this transition period.  Before 
his 15-year tenure as the executive minister of the American Baptist Churches of New York State, Rev. 
Carlsen served as the minister of mission support for that region from 1976 to 1993 with a focus on 
stewardship education and mission interpretation.  He is an active member of the Foundation‘s Board of 
Directors and was the treasurer of the Multi-Region Corporation for nine years.  Since 1980, Rev. Carlsen 
has provided financial planning seminars and counsel to churches and individuals in New York State, 
New Jersey, and Massachusetts, and is currently interim associate pastor at Dewitt Community Church, 
where he serves in the area of stewardship, planned giving, and capital campaigns. 
 
The American Baptist Foundation‘s ministry of encouraging planned gifts, giving through wills and estate 
plans, began in 1985.  These gifts may be made for all American Baptist ministry and mission—from 
congregational efforts and regional ministries like camping to outreach across our nation and mission 
around the world.  Approximately $85 million in trusts, endowments, and annuities is presently under the 
Foundation‘s management.  During its decades of service, the Foundation has generated millions of 
dollars in planned gifts that have expanded the work of Jesus Christ. 

http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx
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West Virginia Baptist Convention Remembers Senator Byrd 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 6/29/10)ðThe West Virginia Baptist Convention is saddened by the 
passing of Senator Robert C. Byrd. Senator Byrd‘s leadership provided the direction of federal funding to 
develop programs and people in the Mountain State. 
 
Byrd‘s early years in West Virginia included his involvement in the Crab Orchard Baptist Church where he 
led a very significant Sunday school class. Senator Byrd and his wife, Erma, were baptized at the First 
Baptist Church of Beckley, West Virginia in 1945. They were baptized inside the church because the 
weather was too cold for an outdoor baptism. 
 
Crab Orchard, West Virginia not only nurtured his spiritual life, but his political life as well. Senator Byrd‘s 
simple faith in God and his love of family and service to our nation will be greatly missed. It is our prayer 
that his family will be comforted and our nation will celebrate his service to humankind. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS  
 
Please pray for ―a just and peaceful resolution to the situation between Israel and Palestine.‖ General 
Sec. Medley 
 
Please pray for all of those affected by and perpetrating violence in Chicago and cities around the 
country. 
 
Please pray for the people and the environment affected by the BP oil eruption. 
 
Please pray for our country in the midst of the struggle for immigration reform and financial reform. 
 
Please pray for the people of Haiti, the people of Chile, and people around the world who are suffering. 
 
Please pray for world peace. 
 
Please pray for our troops and our government.   
 
Please pray for all persons facing job loss and job searches in the current economy. 
 
Please pray for all children who are homeless and/or hungry. 
 
Please pray for ABCMC staff and all ABCMC churches for effective Christian witness and service in 2010. 
 

ABC CALENDAR 
 
July 3 ï Funeral Services for Rev. Dr. A. Lincoln James, Sr., Pastor Emeritus of Greater Bethesda 
Missionary Baptist Church, 5301 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, wake 10 a.m. – 12 p.m., funeral 12 p.m. 
 
July 10 – Irving Park Fun Fair, noon – 3:p.m., Irving Park Baptist Church, 4401 W. Irving Park Rd, 
Chicago  
 
June 21 ï July 30 – A Cool Summer Experience, Summer Educational Program, First Baptist Church of 
Waukegan 
 
June 28

 
ï August 27 ï Free Meals, Ages 18 yrs and younger, Mon. – Fri., noon – 1:00 p.m. Irving Park 

Baptist Church, 4401 W. Irving Park Rd, Chicago 
 
August 16 ï Specialized Ministers‘ Meeting at the home of Rev. Connie Stone, 10:30am-1:30pm.  More 
information to come. 
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August 19 ï 20 ï Women Together, Lifting and Encouraging One Another, Conference for Female 
Clergy, New Prospect Missionary Baptist Church, Detroit, MI, www.abwministries.org for more 
information. 
  
September 14 ï One Hope United Charity Golf Outing, go to http://www.onehopeunited.org/golf/ for more 
information. 
 

September 17 ï 19 - Annual American Baptist Men/ABBoys – USA Leadership Training Conference 
2010, Grotonwood Camp located at 167 Prescott St, Groton, Massachusetts, www.abmen.org for more 
information. 
 
June 24 ï 26, 2011 – American Baptist Biennial, San Juan, Puerto Rico 

 
The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  We email the newsletter each Thursday.  We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments.  Please send them to 
office@abcmc.org. If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, please let us know via email at office@abcmc.org.  
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