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Metro Chicago 

eWind 
Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and... 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...  (Acts 2:2-3, TEV) 
  

Weekly Electronic Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
A patchwork of varied news and announcements 

from our churches, communities, denomination and other organizations, 
covering a wide variety of interests reflecting the diversity of our region 

 

June 17, 2010 
 

 
 

ñYou whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, 
saying to you, óYou are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you offô; 

do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.ò 

Isaiah 41:9-10 
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NOTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER 
 
Please keep Pastor Jason Platt and his family in your prayers and thoughts as they give thanks to God 
for the life of Jason's father, Wesley, and mourn his death on Wednesday afternoon, after having been in 
hospice care for nearly a year. The funeral will be in Watervliet, Michigan on Saturday morning. 
 
We congratulate the Rev. Michael Strickland on his ordination at the First Baptist Church of La Grange 
last Sunday afternoon and the Rev. Yuki Scroggins of North Shore Baptist Church for successfully 
completing her second (and final) interview with the Ordination Commission of the Region. 
 
In the case of the Evangel, 
 
Larry 
 
 

ABCMC NEWS 
 

Ten Days until Camp ABCMC! 
 
Camp ABCMC is our regionôs home-grown, brand new week of camp, held at Green Lake from June 27-
July 3.  It is designed to offer resources and support to help youth claim faith in God for themselves ï to 
develop a life of faith with which they can live.  Camp ABCMC features a unique opportunity for youth 
whoôve completed grades 5-8 to get to know youth from other ABCMC churches, as well as ABCMC 
pastors and adult lay leaders.  Camp ABCMC helps our regionôs churches cultivate transformed and 
committed youth who seek to serve God and others in their communities and the larger world, both now 
and in the future.   
 
Contact Rev. Denise Janssen for more information @ 708.955.8913 or revdlj@att.net.  
 
 

 
 
Thinking Theologically 
 
Check back next week for Thinking Theologically by Executive Minister Larry Greenfield. 
 

 
 
NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS  
 

ABCMC Congregations!  Send Announcements for Upcoming Events! 
 
Is there something exciting, transformative, and/or informative happening at your church in the near 
future?  Vacation Bible School?  Church Picnics?  Bible Study (maybe with a unique focus)?  Youth 
Programs?  If thereôs an event that you would like to include in eWind, please send the announcement via 
email to veronica@abcmc.org.  I KNOW there are great things happeningé PLEASE SHARE! 
 
Thank you! 
Veronica 

mailto:veronica@abcmc.org
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Third Baptist Church of Chicago Responds to Violence 
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A Cool Summer Experience ï First Baptist Church of Waukegan 
 
First Baptist Church of Waukegan is once again offering, for our third year in 2010, A Cool Summer 
Experience.  This is a joyous labor of love for all involved, but is also enormous undertaking.  Co-directed 
by pastors Barbara Waller and Keith Cerk, our church would love to share with our other ABCMC 
churches what we have learned about ministry to at-risk children through our doing of this program.  We 
would also love to expand our partnership base by asking support from any interested individuals or 
churches.   
  
A  Cool Summer Experience is a six week (June 21 ï July 30), day long, five days per week summer 
educational program which targets 4-5th graders below poverty level and at serious risk. Our goal is to 
develop children in mind, body, soul and spirit.  We use the outdoors as our classroom, nature as the 
Lead Teacher, and the wonder of learning natural sciences in an adventure setting as a catalyst for 
classroom excellence and future career attainment.  Our graduates and older children serve as 
"counselors" to maintain continuity and extend our target audience into middle school and high school. 
 
A Cool Summer Experience is an official ABCUSA Children-in-Poverty Initiative.  Other partners include 
Chicago Wilderness Leave No Child Inside and the Waukegan Harbor Citizens Advisory Group, along 
with local and regional government, business, environmental, recreational, church and school-district 
stakeholders.  The genius of this program is bringing together the collaboration of such a variety of, often 
unlikely, partners at the point where their mission statements overlap.  Last year A Cool Summer 
Experience had the sole distinction of being highlighted by the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 
Planning's (CMAP) Latino Snapshot as the type of program with the greatest potential to address the 
multiple needs of Latino children in poverty.  Education.com also featured our program in an article 
discussing how outdoor education can lead to careers in science and math for diverse populations. 
 
We invite our ABC/MC family to partner with us on this project in any way appropriate; or to just come and 
see what we are doing in order to reproduce our model in other locations.  
 

Pub Night at Irving Park Baptist Church 
 

 

http://education.com/
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Irving Park Baptist Church to Provide Free Lunch and IDs For 
Children 
 
Irving Park Baptist church is participating in the Summer Food Service Program, providing free 
lunches for children ages 18 and under.  The free lunches will be served from 12 noon to 1 p.m. 
each weekday, starting on Monday, June 28 through Friday, August 27, at the church, 4401 W. 
Irving Park Road.  The free meals are provided by the U.S. Department of Agriculture through the 
State of Illinois Board of Education, and sponsored by the Archdiocese of Chicago Nutrition 
Services. 
 

On Saturday, July 10 at 1:00 p.m., the church is hosting the Illinois Chip Program, run by the 
Masons of Illinois.  The Masons will provide free child identification packages for parents to take 
home with them.  The packages will include a photo, a DNA sample, fingerprints and a recorded 
interview on a CD--everything parents need to help authorities find a lost child.  The information is 
completely private; parents will be the only ones with a copy.  Parents who bring their children in for 
the free identification package are invited to stay for games, food and fun activities at the churchôs 
Family Fun Fest, from nooon to 3:00 p.m.  
 

For more information, go to www.irvingparkbaptist.org, or contact Pastor Alice Greene at 773-286-
6800. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.irvingparkbaptist.org/
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