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Metro Chicago 

eWind 
Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and... 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...  (Acts 2:2-3, TEV) 
  

Weekly Electronic Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
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from our churches, communities, denomination and other organizations, 
covering a wide variety of interests reflecting the diversity of our region 

 

June 3, 2010 
 

 
 

“You whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, 
saying to you, „You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off‟; 

do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” 

Isaiah 41:9-10 
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NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER 
 
It's fairly clear that our faith in technology and, if you will, technical reason has outpaced our capacities for 
doing what will actually serve the needs of God's creatures and creation, and that our ideologies (political, 
economic, socio-cultural) have dulled our capacities for being self-critical.  A good dose of religious 
reflection (and for those of us who are followers of Jesus, Christian reflection) rather than religious and 
Christian pronouncements would seem to be in order.  It would be good if we -- those of us who are the 
associational type of Baptists (rather than the independent type) -- did that reflection together.  I'd 
welcome your thoughts on whether and how to do it. 
 
In the cause of the Evangel, 
 
Larry 
 
 

ABCMC NEWS 
 

Reason #12 to Nominate Youth for Camp ABCMCé 
 
Youth will gain tools to identify and ask their own questions about faith in an encouraging environment.  In 
this safe space, the questions will be more important than having all the answers.  Camp ABCMC is 
designed to offer resources and support to help youth claim faith in God for themselves – to develop a life 
of faith with which they can live.  Camp ABCMC is our region‟s home-grown, brand new week of camp, 
held at Green Lake from June 27-July 3.  It features a unique opportunity for youth who‟ve completed 
grades 5-8 to get to know youth from other ABCMC churches, as well as ABCMC pastors and adult lay 
leaders.  Camp ABCMC helps our region‟s churches cultivate transformed and committed youth who seek 
to serve God and others in their communities and the larger world, both now and in the future.   
 
Are there one or two youth in your congregation you‟d like to nominate?  Time is running short, but there‟s 
still room.  Contact Rev. Denise Janssen for more information @ 708.955.8913 or revdlj@att.net.  
 
 

Thinking Theologically 
 
Check back next week for Thinking Theologically. 
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NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS  
 

Community Baptist Church Invites Warrenville to Celebrate Their 
175th Anniversary 

 
Press Release May 24, 2010 
Contact:  Linda Tossey, Community Baptist 
Church, 630-393-9609 
 
Community Baptist Church is celebrating 
the end of their 175th Year in Warrenville on 
June 6th with an Old Fashioned Church 
Picnic and Family Festival from noon until 
3:00 PM on the church grounds, located at 
28W444 Main Street, Warrenville. 
 
The church, originally founded in 1834, is 
culminating their 175th year by inviting all of 
the churches associated with our Metro 
Chicago region, to a time of fun, food, 
games, music and celebration. Activities for 
all ages will be available including a Moon 
Jump, face Painting, a basketball "shoot 
out," lawn games, an entertainment stage, 
and a historical display of the church's long and eventful history. The Warrenville Fire Department and 
Police Department will also have vehicles on site for part of the festival. 
 
In the spirit of the Old Fashioned Church Picnics, a fried chicken dinner with potato salad, lemonade and 
apple pie will be available for $6.00. A raffle will also be held for an IPod, a digital camera, and other 
prizes.  At 2:00 PM, Mayor David Brummel will read the City Proclamation recognizing Community Baptist 
Church for its 175 years of continuous contributions to the civic, cultural, social and religious life in 
Warrenville, that was presented to the church at the City Council meeting on May 17, 2010. 
 
"We didn't want our 175th Year to end without inviting Warrenville families to celebrate with us," said 
Reverend Linda Tossey, the current pastor of the church. "Celebrating with a Family Festival where great 
food, entertainment, and games are available is our way of thanking the many people and organizations 
in Warrenville whose connections with the church may go back many decades."  
 
A special worship service of celebration at 10:30 AM will take place the same day and the public also is 
invited to attend the service.  
 
The original congregation in 1834 consisted of 16 people meeting together in Colonel Warren's home and 
became chartered by the Northern Baptist Association in 1836. The first church building, originally located 
on Batavia Rd., was erected in 1857 and was destroyed by fire in 1934. A new location was selected on 
the corner of Main and Warren where the current church building was completed and dedicated in 1937. 
The Warrenville Fire Department is now located on the original site.  
 
Community Baptist Church is a member of American Baptist Churches USA and of the Metro-Chicago 
Region of ABCUSA. Any questions you may have regarding the worship service or the event on June 6th 
can be directed to the church office at 630-393-9609. 
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Pub Night at Irving Park Baptist Church 
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NEWS FROM ABC ORGANIZATIONS 
 
2010 National Womenôs Conference: ñWomenéDestined for Godôs 
Purpose: Mission Possible!ò 
 
“Women…Destined for God‟s Purpose: Mission Possible!” is a national conference for women sponsored 
by American Baptist Women‟s Ministries (ABCUSA), July 10-15, 2010, at the Ramada Plaza Hotel and 
Conference Center in Columbus, Ohio. 
 
“Come and learn what it means to live with purpose and to accept the life that God dreams for you. 
Together we can face our struggles, find our strengths, and grow in Jesus.  Together we can encourage 
one another to be the women God has called us to be,” (Crystal Newton, conference coordinator). 
 
Christ-centered experiences include Bible studies on the conference theme with Rev. Christine Roush, 
worship and singing with Christian performing artist Pam Noah, inspiring Sunday morning preaching by 
Rev. Marilyn Turner, morning “Java & Jesus” devotions, and a memorable closing communion service on 
Wednesday evening. Workshops, off-site tours, special meal events, and activities with the National 
Gathering for Girls offer great opportunities to build new intergenerational friendships and grow closer to 
God.  
         
Visit www.abwministries.org and click on “Events” for more information and registration forms.  

 
One Hope United Charity Golf Outing 
 

 

http://www.abwministries.org/
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ANNUAL AMERICAN BAPTIST MEN / ABBOYS ï USA LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING CONFERENCE 2010 

 
COME JOIN US IN NEW ENGLAND SEPTEMBER 17-19, 2010 
ñStir Up, Stand Up, Speak Upò  2 Tim 1:6-12, Eph 4:12 

  
This year, the Annual American Baptist Men / ABBoys – USA Leadership Training Conference will take 
place at Grotonwood Camp located at 167 Prescott St, Groton, Massachusetts. A fellowship gathering 
and devotional will take place Friday evening, September 17, 2010, for those who arrive on Friday. 
Saturday, September 18, 2010, will have Plenary Sessions and exciting and informative Workshops for 
both Men and Boys, the day ending with a special youth concert. Sunday, September 19, 2010, the 
Conference will end with Sunday School and a Worship Service. 
  
We will have two very exciting and “out of the box” thinking speakers, both of whom are well known 
nationally and have speaking engagements globally as well. Both are authors of several inspirational 
books and are involved in many leadership training programs. Rev. Dr. E. Glenn Wagner, former vice-
president of Promise Keepers, Inc., is currently the Executive Director for the Center for Leadership 
Development and Deployment at University Park Baptist Church in Charlotte, NC. Timothy Eldred, Senior 
Pastor for New Beginnings Christian Family Fellowship in Six Lakes, MI, serves as the Executive Director 
of Christian Endeavor International and developed the “Pray 21” youth mentoring program, which the 
American Baptist Men-USA recommends for use in our ABBoys mentoring program. The bios of both of 
these fascinating men of Christ follow this article. 
  
This “Conference” will be very different from most other ABMen training conferences or summits you may 
have attended in the past. Besides the men receiving great life changing encouragement and training, 
this weekend will also feature an emphasis on mentoring for ABBoys and young men.  Those men and 
boys in the local area who do not wish to stay overnight will be offered a one day package for the 
Saturday program. The Sunday services will, of course, be open to whoever wishes to attend. Please 
plan to bring your sons, grandsons and their friends to participate in this great experience. Tony Pappas, 
TABCOM Executive Minister and Phil Anderson, TABCOM ABMen President, will both present 
workshops for men at the conference. Cost is $105 for the weekend, including lodging and 5 meals, $80 
dollars for boys 18 and younger and $50 for anyone who can only attend on Saturday. 
  
For information and registration, please visit the American Baptist Men-USA website at www.abmen.org 
,click on “Annual Mtg” and register online or contact our National Headquarters at 1-866-868-1050 and 
speak to Tracie Longwell, ABMen-USA Secretary. 

http://www.abmen.org/
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PEACE NEWS 
 

Upcoming Meeting of Northwest Suburban Peace and 
Education Project 
 
The Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project, which usually meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month, will meet instead on Tuesday, June 22 at the South Church, 501 S. Emerson Street, Mount 
Prospect.  The focus of this meeting will be the planning of an alternative career fair for high school 
students.  Members of NWSPEP are concerned about the pressures young people are under to join the 
military in the current economy, when funding for college may be hard to find.  The career fair will present 
career options for high school students and recent graduates to consider rather than enlisting in the 
military.  All who want to help young people make positive career choices are welcome to get involved. 
 
BPFNA Co-Sponsors 'Truth Commission on Conscience in War'   
 
The Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America was a co-sponsor of the Truth Commission on 
Conscience in War held March 21-22 at The Riverside Church in New York City. Truth commissions have 
been used to report on human rights abuses and systemic injustices and to foster justice and healing for 
a whole society. They lift up the silenced and invisible voices of victims and of others directly affected by 
a conflict or issue, offering them an official forum to testify to their experiences. Truth commissions 
receive the witnesses of the testifiers, create accountability processes, and generate a vision for change, 
healing, and reconciliation. 
 
This Truth Commission sought to bring to light the issues facing soldiers who find themselves in 
opposition to a specific war instead of  ñwar in any formò as required in current regulations. 
 
Founding director Ken Sehested served as BPFNAôs commissioner. He wrote this op-ed piece for the 
online Washington Post. 

 
Soldiers of conscience  
by Ken Sehested 
Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America 
 
The Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq, now synonymous both with the torture of bodies and of language 
(“enhanced interrogation techniques”) seems an odd venue for the outbreak of what military courts refer 
to as the “crystallization of conscience” in assessing conscientious objector (CO) applicants. 
 
On the other hand, what better place for epiphanies? 
 
It was in such an interrogation cell that US Army interrogator and Arabic linguist Joshua Casteel 
underwent a different kind of conversion. The devoted offspring of his evangelical Christian culture, and 
West Point training, Casteel says he initially “took offense” when the questioner became the questioned. 
 
What do you do with the teachings of Jesus? his admittedly-jidahist subject asked. 
 
In the Emmy-nominated documentary, “Soldiers of Conscience,” Casteel recalled being concerned, 
before his posting to Iraq, with the chants of “Kill, kill, kill without mercy!” in basic training. But, he said as 
part of his testimony to the Truth Commission on Conscience in War, “I thought I could make a difference-
-someone like me, with a conscience, should be in position of authority, instead of someone who only 
wanted to drop bombs. 
 
“But there is no private conscience.” 
 

http://www.conscienceinwar.org/
http://www.conscienceinwar.org/
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Casteel's voice was one of 14 expert witnesses giving testimony before some 70 commissioners, 
representing 50 organizations of religious, veteran, legal and medical professionals, meeting March 21-22 
in New York City's Riverside Church. 
 
More than one among the 14 personal testimonies and expert witnesses recollected an earlier epiphany: 
When Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., speaking from the same pulpit on April 4, 1967--precisely one year 
before his assassination--expanded his challenge of the nation's moral character to include an indictment 
of US involvement in the Vietnam War. Few contemporary King Birthday celebrations dare recall his 
judgment that America had become “the greatest purveyor of violence in the world.” 
 
From one angle or another, each of the speakers--and each of the commissioners, in the following day's 
strategic planning sessions--were responding to the initial question raised, and implied purpose 
statement, by the Commission‟s planning committee chair, Dr. Rita Nakashima Brock: “What happens 
when a member of the armed forces is asked to fight in a war that he or she believes is not morally 
justified?” 
 
J.E. McNeil, a lawyer and director of the Center on Conscience and War, reminded the commissions and 
public hearing guests that “we are all conscientious objectors.” Which is to say, the just-war theory implies 
that some wars are immoral, and every individual‟s political right to undertake moral assessment. Yet 
there is no legal provision to ensure that right for military personnel. To be a conscientious objector, the 
enlisted must attest their moral rejection of any and all war. 
 
As the Commission‟s host, Rev. Herman Keizer, Jr., retired Army Chaplain and former chair of the 
National Conference on Ministry to the Armed Forces, said, the military “teaches just war principles from 
basic training up through its war colleges. Yet, current CO regulations prevent soldiers from using these 
ideas when called to deploy in a war.” 
 
For my money, the Commission's most hopeful contribution to a new national conversation about the cost 
and character of modern warfare--where seven civilians die for every combatant, where the need for 
some 800 overseas US military bases is never discussed--is its capacity to clear common ground for 
historically-polarized groups. The usual suspects were seated around the collaboration tables--leaders of 
pacifist groups, many of them religiously based. But so were a host of others, representing similarly 
conscientious traditions of just-war reasoning. Surely the scandalous rates of suicide among veterans 
(averaging 17 per day according to one 2005 study), and the epidemic of “moral injury” caused by 
unprecedented levels of post-traumatic stress, are worthy grounds for common cause. 
 
I'm reminded of the recent conclusion emerging from a five-year dialogue between Roman Catholic and 
Mennonite theologians: 
 
“We must acknowledge the essential defect in the just war tradition, which is the assumption that violence 
can somehow achieve justice. And we must with equal courage acknowledge the essential defect in 
pacifism, which is the assumption that justice can somehow be achieved simply by opposing violence.” 
(Ivan J. Kauffman, in “Just Policing, Not War: An Alternative Response to World Violence,” edited by 
Gerald Schlabach) 
 
Such collaboration, often referred to as "just peacemaking" (see the book by the title, edited by Glen 
Stassen, Pilgrim Press, 1998), allows people of different moral horizons to share the road, and bear the 
load, for the things that make for peace. 
 
Stay tuned. The Commission's final report will be released on November 11, when the calendar features 
Veterans' Day as well as the church's feast of St. Martin of Tours. 
 
Rev. Ken Sehested is the founding director of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America and the 
organizationôs representative to the Truth Commission on Conscience in War. He is co-pastor of Circle of 
Mercy Congregation in Asheville, NC. 
  
Copyright © BPFNA.  Reprinted with permission from BPFNA. 

http://www.circleofmercy.org/
http://www.circleofmercy.org/
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JUSTICE NEWS 
 
Seeking ABCMC Clergy to Attend the Hyatt Shareholder's Meeting 
submitted by David Weasley 
 
On November 5, 2009, Chicago‟s Pritzker family made $900 million in one day by making Hyatt a 
publically traded company.   
 
Since then, shares of Hyatt‟s stock have gone up in value by 55%. Hyatt's CEO Mark Hoplamazian has 
said that he intends to renovate existing hotels and purchase or build new ones.  
 
Now, the Hyatt hotel corporation is seeking to lock many of its employees into long-term poverty and 
suffering: 
 
A published report of 50 US hotels demonstrated that housekeepers at Hyatt hotels studied were more 
likely to be injured on the job than housekeeper s at hotels of other major companies, in t he hotels 
studied.  
 
In Boston, Hyatt fired 98 longtime housekeepers and replaced them with outsourced workers being paid 
the minimum wage.  
 
In San Francisco, Chicago and Los Angeles, Hyatt has proposed long term contracts that would 
drastically curtail or eliminate health benefits for its employees. 
 
In Indianapolis, San Antonio, Santa Clara, San Francisco and Long Beach, workers have asked for a fair 
process to choose whether or not to join a union without employer intimidation. Hyatt has refused. 
 
 
On June 9th, Hyatt Hotels will have its first-ever shareholders meeting as a publicly-traded company. 
Hyatt‟s corporate leadership,  including directors Tom and Penny Pritzker and CEO Mark Hoplamazian, 
are likely to attend. This means that the people who control Hyatt – and who could decide to end Hyatt‟s 
race to the bottom – will all be in one room at one time in Chicago.  
 
Religious leaders will gather outside the hotel to call on Hyatt to treat its workers fairly, then seek a 
meeting with owners of the company. It‟s a tremendous opportunity to show them that the religious 
community in Chicago stands squarely behind the workers fighting for good jobs.  

 
June 9th 

9am – 11am 
In front of the Hyatt McCormick Place Hotel 

2233 S. King Drive 
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PRAYER REQUESTS  
 
Please pray for all of those affected by and perpetrating violence in Chicago and cities around the 
country. 
 
Please pray for the people and the environment affected by the BP oil eruption. 
 
Please pray for our country in the midst of the struggle for immigration reform and financial reform. 
 
Please pray for the people of Haiti, the people of Chile, and people around the world who are suffering. 
 
Please pray for world peace. 
 
Please pray for our troops and our government.   
 
Please pray for all persons facing job loss and job searches in the current economy. 
 
Please pray for all children who are homeless and/or hungry. 
 
Please pray for ABCMC staff and all ABCMC churches for effective Christian witness and service in 2010. 
 

 
ABC CALENDAR 
 
June 6 ï Community Baptist Church, 175th Year Celebration - Old Fashioned Church Picnic and Family 
Festival, 28W444 Main Street, Warrenville, noon until 3:00 p.m. 
 
June 21 ï July 30 – A Cool Summer Experience, Summer Educational Program, First Baptist Church of 
Waukegan 
 
June 25 ï Pub Night at Irving Park Baptist Church, 4401 W. Irving Park Rd, Chicago, 7:00 p.m. 
 
June 27 - July 3 – Camp ABC-MC, Contact Rev. Denise Janssen for more information (708.955.8913 or 
revdlj@att.net).  
 
August 19 ï 20 ï Women Together, Lifting and Encouraging One Another, Conference for Female 
Clergy, New Prospect Missionary Baptist Church, Detroit, MI, www.abwministries.org for more 
information. 
  
September 14 ï One Hope United Charity Golf Outing, go to http://www.onehopeunited.org/golf/ for more 
information. 
 

September 17 ï 19 - Annual American Baptist Men/ABBoys – USA Leadership Training Conference 
2010, Grotonwood Camp located at 167 Prescott St, Groton, Massachusetts, www.abmen.org for more 
information. 
 
June 24 ï 26, 2011 – American Baptist Biennial, San Juan, Puerto Rico 

 
The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  We email the newsletter each Thursday.  We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments.  Please send them to 
office@abcmc.org. If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, please let us know via email at office@abcmc.org.  
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