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Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and...
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit... (Acts 2:2-3, TEV)

Weekly Electronic Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago
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May 13, 2010

“You whom | took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners,
saying to you, ‘You are my servant, | have chosen you and not cast you off’;
do not fear, for | am with you, do not be afraid, for | am your God,;
| will strengthen you, | will help you, | will uphold you with my victorious right hand.”

Isaiah 41:9-10
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NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER

Thanks to the First Baptist Church of LaGrange for hosting our Family Council meeting last Saturday, and
to Sami El-Yasir from Federated of Wauconda for her moving sermon based on her post-earthquake
experience in Haiti, and to all who participated in the discussion about membership criteria in ABCMC,
which | found very helpful as we move forward.

Congratulations to Pastor Jason Platt (and family!) as he receives M.Div. degree from Trinity Evan%elical
Seminary on Saturday. Montrose Baptist Church will celebrate the graduation on Sunday, May 16" after
church, along with recognizing Tyler Greathouse, Montrose's pastoral intern, who graduates from Moody
Bible Institute on Saturday.

Watch for a "pastoral letter" on immigration and immigration reform from a group of us who gathered at
the Mission Center (Valley Forge) last week. It is an attempt to foster civil discussions in churches,
regions, and the larger denomination about this issue and what the Gospel of Jesus Christ expects of us.
In the cause of the Evangel,

Larry

ABCMC NEWS

An Invitation from Lowell Young

The Chicago Theological Seminary (CTS) Commencement 2010 will take place on Saturday, May 15" at
10:30 a.m. at Hyde Park Union Church, 5600 Woodlawn Ave, Chicago. | will be receiving my Certificate
of Theology during this ceremony. | invite everyone from ABCMC to attend. It will be a great day and |
hope to be able to share it with as many of my brothers and sisters in Christ as possible.

Blessings and Peace,

Lowell

Death of Kay Jenkins

We have learned of the death of Kay Jenkins this morning (Thursday, May 13"), after a long
illness. I know I speak for our whole regional family in extending our sympathy to Al
Jenkins and his family. Visitation will be held Sunday, May 16" afternoon from 2:00 p.m. -
7:00 p.m. at the Hultgren Funeral Home (304 N. Main, Wheaton) and the memorial service
at Christ Community Church of Wheaton (602 E. Geneva Road, Wheaton 60187) on
Monday, May 17 at 11:00 a.m. Memorial contributions may be made in the name of
Katherine Jenkins to Northern Baptist Theological Seminary for the Alzheimer Association,
Illinois Chapter. We give thanks for Kay's life and her many contributions to the way of
Christ and to the reign of God.




Thinking Theologically

This week in “Thinking Theologically,” Executive Minister Larry Greenfield is “growling,” saying “Throw the
bums out!” What bums? Check it out on page 7.

ABCMC 2010 Directory Update

The updated ABCMC directory was distributed last week to churches, pastors, and those persons on the
Family Cabinet via email, with plans to continue distribution to Family Council representatives and
ABCMC ministers/personnel this week. As one can imagine, as soon as it was distributed, additional
updates or corrections were provided. | will make one more round of corrections next week prior to
distributing the directory again. The directory will first be distributed as a .pdf file via email to all persons
and churches with email addresses. Hard copies of the directory will then be distributed soon thereafter.
The directory will also be uploaded to the ABCMC website, www.abcmc.org by May 21%. After May 17",
all updates to the directory will be handled electronically, and the version on the ABCMC website will be
updated on an as-needed basis. If you have any questions, feel free to email me at
veronica@abcmc.org.

Thank you.

Veronica J.

NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS

Women’s Week Revival and Women’s Day at Greater Bethesda
Baptist Church

There are two nights remaining in the Women’s Week Revival at Greater Bethesda Baptist Church, 5301
S. Michigan, Chicago, IL 60612. Each evening begins with dinner at 5:45 pm. Service begins at 7:00
p.m. The preachers for each evening and for Women’s Day on Sunday, May 16" are noted below.
Please come out and worship with us!

Thursday, May 13, 2010
Rev. Dr. K. Joanne Lindstrom
Pastoral Assistant, First Baptist Church, Chicago
Director of Experiential Education and Field Studies,
McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, IL

Friday, May 14, 2010
Rev. Malene Minor Johnson
Staff Minister, Third Baptist Church of Chicago

Sis. Michelle Linton — Guest Psalmist
Apostolic Pentecostal Church of Morgan Park, Chicago, IL

Women’s Day 2010
SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2010 @ 11:00 A.M.
Rev. Angela Hill
Founder of In His Grip Ministries
Theme: ""Kingdom Women Pursing Kingdom Destiny!**
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4 Concerts for a Cause Series Concludes at Woodside Church

4 Concerts for a Cause series concludes at Woodside Church to support efforts of the Robert E. Weiss
Advocacy Center for Child Abuse and Neglect (formerly Consortium on Child Abuse and Neglect [C/CAN]
and Chiltd Advocacy Center). Woodside Church presents the final in its four-concert series on Friday,
May 21°%:

6:00 p.m. — a light kid-friendly supper
6:30 p.m. — cause presentation: Jonquil Bertshi, director of Weiss Advocacy
7:30 p.m. — concert, lvan Griffin and Friends

Musical Guests: lvan Griffin, Sylvia Pittman, Pia Broden Williams, The FSPA Advanced Voice Class, Dr.
Michael Boucree, and Dr. Quincy Dobbs, Artistic Director

No admission; freewill offering will be collected for the cause

Please call 810-767-4911 or visit www.woodsidechurch.net for more information and reservations—to
help Woodside prepare for the meal

News from Morgan Park Baptist Church

The congregation at Morgan Park Baptist Church recently committed itself to saying a psalm a day until
all 150 are completed. The pastor will remind the congregation each week what psalm is being said in
case people need to "catch up.”

Morgan Park Baptist (11024 South Bell Avenue; Chicago, IL 60643) will offer ten free classes in the
Korean martial art of Tae Kwon Do on Thursday evenings beginning June 3. These classes will run from
7:30 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. in the church gymnasium. Pastor Thomas Aldworth is a third degree certified
black belt in Tae Kwon Do and has taught it for twenty years. These classes will only be offered during
the summer months and are limited to adult beginners. If any ABCMC clergy are interested in
participating - please call the church at 773-445-9443 or email the pastor at draldworth@aol.com.

ABCUSA NEWS

Visit the American Baptist News Service for complete articles and current ABC-USA news at
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx

International Ministries Endorses New Missionary Couple for Service
in India

VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 5/7/10)—American Baptist International Ministries (IM) is pleased to
announce that Rev. Catherine (Katie) and Rev. Taku Longkumer have been approved as endorsed
missionary candidates for service in India. The Longkumers will serve with IM partner The Council of
Baptist Churches in North East India (CBCNEI).

Working with the leadership of CBCNEI, Katie will provide worship and counseling training to churches in
North East India and share her gifts in missionary training. Taku will work with the mission secretaries of
CBCNEI and its member conventions to provide the pre-field and in-service training to the missionaries;
to equip churches to better support their sponsored missionaries; and to visit and provide pastoral care to
the missionaries in their work areas.
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International Ministries Endorses New Missionary Couple for Service
in Bolivia

VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 5/7/10)—American Baptist International Ministries (IM) is pleased to
announce that Rev. John David (J.D.) and Rhonda Reed have been approved as endorsed missionary
candidates for service in Bolivia. The Reeds will serve with IM partner The Union Bautista Boliviana.

J.D. and Rhonda Reed will serve in theological education for both lay leaders and pastors, in starting new

work and in development of the work in the Santa Cruz de la Sierra and the southern part of Bolivia. The
Reeds will also interpret the ministries of The Union Bautista Boliviana in the U.S. and globally.

NEWS FROM ABC ORGANIZATIONS

William Wallin in Recital — A Benefit for One Hope United

A BENEFIT FOR
one . hope

Prohacting chilchen,
Sirengthening familiss.

William Wallin in Recital
C _@Zﬁ,{ ’Dg[t:.ry, g orshasin

SUNDAY, MAY 23, 2010 at 3:00 P.M., Reception to follow

The Community Church of Wilmette
1020 Forest Avenue, Wilmette, lllinois

At Forest Ave. and Wilmette Ave., one block norih of Lake St.

Free. Donations accepted.

One Hope United provides advocacy, support and treatment for vulnerable children and families in Cook County
and northem [linois. Sarvices include counseling, child development centars, residential services for children at risk,
foster cara, and adoption. One Hope United was formerty known as Kids Hope United.




PRAYER REQUESTS

Please pray for the family of Kay Jenkins.

Please pray for all of those affected by and perpetrating violence in Chicago and cities around
the country.

Please pray for our country in the midst of the struggle for immigration reform and financial reform.
Please pray for the people of Haiti, the people of Chile, and people around the world who are suffering.
Please pray for world peace.

Please pray for our troops and our government.

Please pray for all persons facing job loss and job searches in the current economy.

Please pray for all children who are homeless and/or hungry.

Please pray for ABCMC staff and all ABCMC churches for effective Christian witness and service in 2010.

CALENDAR

May 15 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m.

May 16 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Pilgrim Congregational Church, 460 Lake Street, Oak
Park, 4 p.m.

May 23 — William Wallin in Recital, a benefit for One Hope United at the Community Church of Wilmette,
1020 Forest Ave., Wilmette, IL, 3:00 p.m.

June 21 — July 30 — A Cool Summer Experience, Summer Educational Program, First Baptist Church of
Waukegan

June 27 - July 3 — Camp ABC-MC, Contact Rev. Denise Janssen for more information (708.955.8913 or
revdlj@att.net).

August 19 — 20 — Women Together, Lifting and Encouraging One Another, Conference for Female
Clergy, New Prospect Missionary Baptist Church, Detroit, Ml

June 24 - 26, 2011 — American Baptist Biennial, San Juan, Puerto Rico

The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago. The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago. We email the newsletter each Thursday. We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments. Please send them to
office@abcmc.org. If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, please let us know via email at office@abcmc.org.
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THINKING THEOLOGICALLY ABOUT THE COMMON GOOD

May 12, 2010
“Coming Out”

It gives me the shivers to think that | might be in league with members of the Tea Party. But increasingly,
under my breath, | find myself growling: “Throw the bums out.”

The bums to be thrown out, of course, are legislators at various levels of government who have a decisive
part in determining the role of those governments in the lives of “we the people” and how to pay for that
role with our taxes.

Fortunately, | can quickly distinguish myself from the Tea Partiers because they seem to think
government is, by definition, bad, although necessary to some limited degree — which, for them, applies to
taxes as well.

My growl, on the other hand, isn’t because | think governments, and the taxes that go with them, are bad.
Just the opposite, in fact. With the Apostle Paul, as well as a host of other sages of antiquity, | hold that
government and taxes are divinely ordained — absolutely necessary in order to bring comprehensive
order and justice along with inclusive innovation and compassion to human beings, human communities,
and the wider natural world.

My growl has to do with the failure of governments to carry out their divinely ordained tasks — their failure
to provide comprehensive order and justice, inclusive innovation and compassion.

In particular, ’'m growling because the “bums” don’t have courage to set taxes in such a way that allows
governments to function as they should.

My own state (lllinois) is a case in point.

Our rhetoric is good in terms of what government should do on almost all fronts (education, human
services, public transportation, public safety, etc.). But we have a horrible tax system that has created
structural deficits each year and that now, in the midst of the economic downturn, has reached a crisis
point — “crisis” in the sense that the state has a thirteen billion dollar debt and no provisions for reducing
it, can no longer borrow to meet its obligations, and is in deepening arrears to public schools and the
agencies that provide essential human services.

The Republican senator who is running for governor insists that taxes cannot be increased and proposes
a ten percent across-the-board cut in the state’s budget, which would simply mean that the government
would forsake its assigned role on behalf of the people and cause great suffering to exactly those people
who need the state’s help the most.

The incumbent Democratic governor has proposed a one percent tax increase that comes nowhere near
meeting the revenues required. And yet the Democratically-controlled General Assembly (the state’s
legislature) refuses to pass even the inadequate tax increase proposed by the governor — largely because
these bums hold to the dictum that no legislator in her or his right mind would raise taxes in an election
year and retain any hope of being reelected.

Oh yes, and there’s also the argument that we can’t raise taxes in lllinois because it would put us at a
competitive disadvantage relative to our neighboring states in retaining and attracting businesses that
provide employment and tax revenues. The only problem with that argument is that we’ve already got the
lowest tax rate — in most cases, by far — in the region.

So, for all practical purposes, the Republicans and Democrats agree, albeit in just slightly different ways:
abandon the responsibilities of elective public service and the obligations of government itself, all for the




sake of political self interest, and with the clear recognition that those who are in the greatest need —
children and young people, the poor, and the vulnerable — should bear the cost of this bum-like behavior.

That’s why I’'m growling, with ever increasing volume: throw the bums out.

But maybe it’s not just the bums that need to be thrown out. Maybe it’s also the demons abiding and
residing in our body politic that need to come out.

* k k k%

One time when Paul and Silas were visiting Philippi in northeastern Macedonia, they kept getting nettled
by a slave girl with psychic powers. She could discern, via her psychic revelations, that Paul and Silas
were themselves servants, but in their case to a higher reality than the owners she served — owners who
exploited her foretelling capacities to gain financial advantage over competitors.

This slave girl proved to be such a nag, day after day, that finally Paul, at wit's end, commanded that the
psychic spirit come out of her, which it did. That, however, meant that the owners had lost their unfair but
very competitive advantage. Enraged by what Paul and Silas had caused to happen, the owners grabbed
the visiting apostles, took them to city-center, and charged them before the people and the political
leaders of Philippi with overturning the customs and accepted practices of the Roman empire. Found
guilty as charged, Paul and Silas were stripped and whipped and then jailed.

In the end, it took a miraculous earthquake, a humbled jail keeper, and apologies from the very authorities
who had jailed them to get Paul and Silas back on their ministerial trail.

But what is important for our purposes is not that release from prison but rather the exorcism of the evil
spirit that freed the slave girl from exploitation and that, subsequently, overturned the corrupted system of
unfair customs and practices.

The “coming out” of that demon in a slave girl caused a revolution in Philippi.

Maybe a few teams of apostles today need to be nettled and nagged into exorcising the demons abiding
and residing in those who are exploited for unfair gain by Republicans and Democrats alike.

Maybe that could also trigger a subsequent overturning of unacceptable customs and practices in lllinois
politics and a revolution in the way things get done by governments here and elsewhere.

Maybe then — after the coming out of the demons — governments could again fulfill their divinely and
civically ordained purposes and public servants could again establish taxes that provide governments the
means to fulfill their proper role.

My guess is that, in the end, this would be a more effective alternative than joining with the Tea Partiers in
throwing the bums out.




