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Metro Chicago 

eWind 
Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and... 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...  (Acts 2:2-3, TEV) 
  

Weekly Electronic Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
A patchwork of varied news and announcements 

from our churches, communities, denomination and other organizations, 
covering a wide variety of interests reflecting the diversity of our region 

 

April 22, 2010 
 

 
 

“You whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, 
saying to you, „You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off‟; 

do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” 

Isaiah 41:9-10 
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NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER 
 
There is still space available for the Conflict Transformation Training Workshop, offered by the Baptist 
Peace Fellowship of North America on Friday and Saturday (April 30 - May 1) at North Shore Baptist 
Church. The cost for both days is only $15, which covers two lunches and two snacks -- what a deal!  Call 
the church (773-728-4200) or e-mail BPFNA at bpfna@bpfna.org to make reservations. This is a terrific 
opportunity to gain practical expertise on an issue pretty close to the center of the Gospel message for 
our times. 
 
In the last edition of e-Wind, we shared information about the primary issue that will be discussed at the 
May 8

th
 Family Council meeting at the First Baptist Church of LaGrange: the criteria that should be used 

for continuing membership in the Region.  Our president, the Rev. Dr. Catherine Burris-Schnur, described 
the current criteria and mentioned those that apply to "Cooperating Churches" for our national 
denomination.   The national criteria that should have been attached to last week‟s eWind and to the 
Family Council pre-meeting mailing (mailed this week) are attached to this edition of e-Wind. Please 
review these, as well as the Regional criteria, before the Family Council meeting. 

 
On this Earth Day, let's remember that both the earth and the day are not ours to do with as we please, 
but a gift entrusted to us by the One who is always at work to make the whole world flourish each day -- 
and, graciously invites us to join in that service. 
 
In the cause of the Evangel, 
 
Larry 

 
 

 
Thinking Theologically 
 
Check back next week for “Thinking Theologically.”

mailto:bpfna@bpfna.org
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ABCMC NEWS 
 
 

American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
P. O. Box 15127 

Chicago, Illinois 60615 
Email: office@abcmc.org 

 
 

CALL TO MEETING 
 
 

FAMILY COUNCIL 
Saturday, May 8, 2010 

 
First Baptist Church of LaGrange 

20 N. Ashland Avenue 
LaGrange, Illinois 60525 

 
WORSHIP THEME:   

The Faithful Challenge to the Haitian Crisis 
Samira El-Yasir, Speaker 

 
PROGRAM THEME: 

Criteria for Continuing Membership in ABCMC 
 
 

8:30 a.m. – Registration and Refreshments 
9:00 a.m. – Worship 
9:45 a.m. – Program 

11:00 a.m. – Quarterly Business Meeting 
Noon - Luncheon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@abcmc.org
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Camp ABCMC – A New Camping Experience 
 
April 22, 2010 
 
To: Colleagues and Friends in ABC-MC 
From: Rev. Denise Janssen, Camp ABC-MC Director 
 
I am writing to invite you and your congregation to participate in a creative new camping experience, 
Camp ABC-MC, designed especially for youth who have completed grades 5-8 from congregations of the 
American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago. Information is provided here that will help you nominate 
youth from your congregation in this age group who may be interested in attending. Please take some 
time to read this information carefully and decide if this new camping opportunity is a good fit for youth 
from your congregation. If you have questions not addressed here, please feel free to contact me 
(708.955.8913 or revdlj@att.net).  
 
Let me attempt to address any potential confusion that might arise about this camp and the camping 
ministry of Camp Grow. For many years, our region has supported a camping ministry through Camp 
Grow – and the programs of Camp Grow will continue this summer as they have in the past, assisting 
young and old alike from our congregations to “find God‟s purpose for (their) lives.” If the programs 
offered at Camp Grow feel like a good fit for the needs of your congregation‟s children and youth, then 
please continue to encourage your students to attend camp at Camp Grow. And consider applying for 
camp scholarships through ABC-MC for up to two youth from your congregation who could afford Camp 
Grow programs with a little help. 
 
The new Camp ABC-MC experience, offered this summer from June 27 to July 3 is an especially exciting 
opportunity for congregations who have found Camp Grow programming doesn‟t quite fit the needs of 
their congregation and its youth. Camp ABC-MC is focused on offering the profoundly formational 
experience that Christian camps/conferences/retreats can provide for youth while also ensuring an 
engaging and question-friendly environment. Camp ABC-MC will create a safe space for youth in the 
target age-range to build a framework for understanding the realities and possibilities of their lives in light 
of their faith. Together we will explore a variety of tools for spiritual formation that foster a living faith 
through creative and critical thinking about who we are in relation to God and our world. In addition, 
campers will get to know other youth, as well as laypeople and clergy from other ABC-MC congregations! 
 
Although parts are still in formation, I can tell you that the Camp ABC-MC program this year will focus 
around mirrors and the rich metaphors they offer us in understanding how we reflect God‟s image, how 
we can see ourselves as God sees us, and how we can mirror Jesus‟ teachings and actions in our lives. 
Campers will create several mirror-related items during the week to take home with them as they continue 
to work with the images we begin to explore at camp. A typical day will include things like Bible study, 
small group activities, guided personal reflection on MP3 players, coffee house for expressing thoughts 
and talents, worship with a ritual for the day, campfire, and lots of time for recreation of all sorts.  
 
Camp ABC-MC participants will have a really good time together on the beautiful grounds of the 
American Baptist Assembly/Green Lake Conference Center. We will be housed in rooms of 2-4 youth with 
a shared bathroom (adult counselors have separate rooms nearby) in the Christian Writing Center and 
Robbins House. Meals mostly will be prepared together at one of the houses, with some meals provided 
buffet style in the Kraft Centre. Special food needs can be accommodated.  
 
The value of Camp ABC-MC is over $500 per participant! However, we are pleased to have financial 
resources and donations this year only that keep the cost of Camp ABC-MC to just $100 per camper, 
to be shared between them and their congregation (we suggest $50/$50).  
 
Because Camp ABC-MC is being held this year at the same time as two other large conferences at 
ABA/GLCC, space is limited. Two youth from each congregation are invited, as nominated by their 
pastor or church council, but space is limited to a total of 34 youth and adults this year. Campers will 



5 
 

be admitted on a first-come, first served basis. We hope next summer, in 2011, to have our own week 
exclusively for Camp ABC-MC at Camp Grow, which will allow for many more campers!  

 
I recognize that the time between now and the camp is short, so it is important to act quickly to determine 
if there are young people from your church who are interested in and able to attend. We are confident 
that, in future years, we will have information available earlier. 
 
To nominate youth, please send me an email with the name, grade/age, parent/s‟ name, address, 
phone, and email of the youth (up to two) nominated from your congregation. The deadline for 
nominations is June 1, but space is very limited – please send your nominations as soon as 
possible! 
 
______________ 
 
P.S. If you are not able to nominate youth for Camp ABC-MC, or if youth from your congregation enjoy 
Camp Grow programs instead, you and your congregation can still support this effort to broaden the 
scope of youth who benefit from camping ministry in ABC-MC. Most importantly, please be in prayer for 
this week of Camp ABC-MC and for all the weeks of Camp Grow programming this summer. If you or 
members of your congregation feel so led, you can also volunteer to help with Camp ABC-MC or a week 
of Camp Grow programming. Additionally, you or your congregation can make a gift in support of either 
Camp ABC-MC (through the ABC-MC office) or Camp Grow Ministries (directly to Camp Grow). For your 
interest in and support of camping ministry in our region, thank you! 

 
 
 
Regional Scholarships for ABCMC Campers at Camp Grow 
 
Again this year the Region has a limited amount of income from endowment to provide financial 
assistance for kids from ABCMC churches who want to attend Camp Grow this summer but couldn't 
without this aid and support from their church. (This is different from the camping opportunity 
described by Denise Janssen in the note above.) Scholarships of up to $100 per child and a limit of 
two per church are available to the extent that funds are available. Since we want to help kids who need it 
the most, we want to encourage congregations to at least match these scholarships. 
 
Please let me know by e-mail (larry@abcmc.org) or letter (P.O. Box 15127, Chicago, IL 60615) if your 
church wants to apply for these scholarships for up to two children from your congregation. Simply 
indicate whether you will be seeking this scholarship aid for one or two children. The deadline is June 1

st
, 

but the earlier the notification to me the better. 
 
Larry 
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NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS 
 

Conflict Transformation Training at North Shore Baptist Church 
 
 

 



7 
 

A Cool Summer Experience – First Baptist Church of Waukegan 
 
First Baptist Church of Waukegan is once again offering, for our third year in 2010, A Cool Summer 
Experience.  This is a joyous labor of love for all involved, but is also enormous undertaking.  Co-directed 
by pastors Barbara Waller and Keith Cerk, our church would love to share with our other ABCMC 
churches what we have learned about ministry to at-risk children through our doing of this program.  We 
would also love to expand our partnership base by asking support from any interested individuals or 
churches.   
 
We invite our ABC/MC family to partner with us on this project in any way appropriate; or to just come and 
see what we are doing in order to reproduce our model in other locations.
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ABCUSA NEWS 
Visit the American Baptist News Service for complete articles and current ABC-USA news at  
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx  
 

Church Leaders Laud Career of Benjamin Hooks 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 4/16/10)—In a press release sent out by the National Council 
of Churches, American Baptist minister Rev. Dr. Benjamin L. Hooks, who preached church unity and 
human harmony, was hailed as an eloquent leader whose life exemplified Christ's love of the poor and 
passion for justice. 
 

The Rev. Dr. A. Roy Medley, General Secretary of American Baptist Churches USA, said, "Benjamin 
Hooks' outstanding leadership in the quest for equal rights in a segregated America reflected American 
Baptist's passion for justice as an integral part of Jesus' message of redemption.  We are deeply 
saddened at the passing of this giant but his achievements shall never fade from the consciousness of all 
who 'thirst for righteousness.'"  
 
"Benjamin Hooks was unfailingly brilliant when he combined the finely-tuned logic of a lawyer with a 
preacher's evangelical persuasiveness to help people see you can't love God unless you love your sisters 
and brothers," said the Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon, National Council of Churches General Secretary. 
The release goes on to say that Hooks, 85, an ordained minister, civil rights attorney, judge and retired 
executive director of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, died April 15 after 
a long illness. 
 

"He was essentially a renaissance man," Kinnamon said. "He was a leader of great faith and it was the 
church that captured his imagination and inspired him to be a great preacher, pastor, jurist, and human 
rights leader." 

 
President Obama said, "Our national life is richer for the time Dr. Hooks spent on this Earth.  And our 
union is more perfect for the way he spent it: giving a voice to the voiceless. Michelle and I offer our 
thoughts and prayers to his wife, Frances; his daughter, Patricia Gray; and all who knew Dr. Hooks 
through his extraordinary good works." 

 

On April 27th, National Ministries Begins Doing Home Mission in a 
New Way 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 4/20/10)—On the anniversary of its founding organization, The American 
Baptist Home Mission Society, National Ministries will lift up its centuries-long legacy of mission across 
the United States and Puerto Rico and reclaim its historic names. 
 

A day of worship and celebration will mark the event, which begins at Mariner‟s Temple Baptist Church, 3 
Henry Street, New York, N.Y., near the site where The American Baptist Home Mission Society was 
founded on April 27, 1832, with the grand purpose of “the preaching of the Gospel to every creature in our 
country.”  
 

A luncheon at the Interchurch Center, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y., will feature American Baptist 
historian Dr. William Brackney, Rev. Dr. Millard R. Cherry Distinguished Professor of Christian Theology 
and Ethics at Acadia Divinity College in Nova Scotia, Canada. 
 
A service of consecration and communion will close the day at The Riverside Church, 490 Riverside 
Drive, New York, N.Y., where participants will affirm the continuing witness of American Baptist home 
mission in the 21st century. 
 

Additional distinguished speakers include Dr. Anthea Butler, associate professor of religion at the 
University of Pennsylvania, and Rev. Dr. Adam Bond, assistant professor of historical studies at Samuel 

http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx
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DeWitt Proctor School of Theology. Dr. Al Staggs will share an original dramatic presentation of John 
Mason Peck in the morning and present excerpts of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.‟s “Beyond Vietnam” 
speech in the afternoon at Riverside Church, where King delivered it in 1967. 
 
All are invited to take part in this historic day. Look for more detailed information at 
www.nationalministries.org or contact Karen Drummond at karen.drummond@abc-usa.org or  800-ABC-
3USA  800-ABC-3USA, x2394.  
 

 
NEWS FROM ABC ORGANIZATIONS 
 
William Wallin in Recital – A Benefit for One Hope United 

http://www.nationalministries.org/
mailto:karen.drummond@abc-usa.org
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EARTH DAY NEWS 
shared by Jacki Belile 
 
Happy Earth Day!  
  
The Story of Stuff Project is excited to announce the release of Let There Be...Stuff? - a six-session 
curriculum that helps Christian teenagers explore the relationship between their consumption, their faith, 
and the health of the planet.  
  
To celebrate Earth Day, we're offering this incredible resource for free to the first 1,000 houses of worship 
or faith leaders who sign up to download it.  
  
If you are a minister or lay church leader, youth group or bible study coordinator, we encourage you to 
download the curriculum here today. We will also be offering a version for Jewish communities in the 
coming weeks.  
  
Over the past five years, the pace and scope of religious engagement on the environment has 
accelerated sharply.  Our Project experienced this phenomenon first hand when we released The Story of 
Stuff in late 2007. Almost immediately, faith leaders started calling and writing to ask if we had produced 
companion educational programs for churches or other houses of worship. Then last year, we partnered 
with GreenFaith-an interfaith coalition for the environment-to meet this need.  
  
Our 6-week series for teenagers of faith is designed to help 
them understand the problems the planet is facing, raise 
awareness of the changes needed and empower them to 
develop environmentally sustainable patterns of consumption 
that honor creation and deepen their spiritual lives. Its chock 
full of hands-on exercises, thought-provoking questions and 
great group activities.  
  
You can support our release of this program by downloading 
it yourself for use in a confirmation class, bible study or other 
church youth group; by passing word of this release on to 
your own house of worship; by providing us with feedback so 
we can improve the program; and also by contributing to the 
non-profit Story of Stuff Project. Your contributions will help 
us provide the guide for free to hundreds of houses of 
worship around the world.  
  
Thank you for your continued support and stay tuned for the 
release of our high school curriculum this summer! 
  
On behalf of the entire Story of Stuff Project team,  
  
  
Annie Leonard                  Allison Cook 
Director                           Special Projects Coordinator 

  

  

 
 

http://cl.exct.net/?qs=2d071d9afd510b217cb849a3a5127c557e6286c610ee2adffc7572a07fb45e11
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=2d071d9afd510b217cb849a3a5127c557e6286c610ee2adffc7572a07fb45e11
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=2d071d9afd510b2119d701e107996dc6ef7d6596e5101ad087c4f3bb99fa3e00
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=2d071d9afd510b21bad58eab4463bf39fa90d8ed06ca3aac6acc9701f9bd9164
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=1699162f84f7c1149fc4675387da037e50e14b471a219c69b3ffb7581e28c91f
http://cl.exct.net/?qs=1699162f84f7c1149fc4675387da037e50e14b471a219c69b3ffb7581e28c91f
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PRAYER REQUESTS  
 
Please pray for family from Montrose Baptist whose baby fell and suffered head trauma. 
 
Please pray for all of those affected by and perpetrating violence in Chicago and cities around 
the country. 
 
Please pray for our country in the midst of the signing of the health care bill and other recent legislation. 
 
Please pray for the people of Haiti, the people of Chile, and people around the world who are suffering. 
 
Please pray for world peace. 
 
Please pray for our troops and our government.   
 
Please pray for all persons facing job loss and job searches in the current economy. 
 
Please pray for all children who are homeless and/or hungry. 
 
Please pray for ABCMC staff and all ABCMC churches for effective Christian witness and service in 2010. 
 

CALENDAR 
 
April 25 – Spring Concert, First Baptist Church of Park Forest, 80 N. Orchard, Park Forest, IL, 60466, 
3:00 p.m. 
 
May 1 – Spring Dinner for Cook County Jail Ministry, First Baptist Church of Oak Park 
 
May 8 – ABCMC Family Council Meeting at First Baptist Church of LaGrange, 20 N. Ashland Avenue 
LaGrange, Illinois 60525, 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
 
May 8 – “Woman of God -- Moments of Grace" Annual Mother-Daughter Program and Luncheon, First 
Baptist Church of Park Forest, 80 North Orchard Drive, Park Forest, IL 60466, 11:00 a.m. 
 
May 15 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490 
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m. 
 
May 16 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Pilgrim Congregational Church, 460 Lake Street, Oak 
Park, 4 p.m. 
 
May 23 – William Wallin in Recital, a benefit for One Hope United at the Community Church of Wilmette, 
1020 Forest Ave., Wilmette, IL, 3:00 p.m.  
 
June 21 – July 30 – A Cool Summer Experience, Summer Educational Program, First Baptist Church of 
Waukegan 
 
August 19 – 20 – Women Together, Lifting and Encouraging One Another, Conference for Female 
Clergy, New Prospect Missionary Baptist Church, Detroit, MI 
  
June 24 – 26, 2011 – American Baptist Biennial, San Juan, Puerto Rico 

 
The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  We email the newsletter each Thursday.  We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments.  Please send them to 
office@abcmc.org. If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, please let us know via email at office@abcmc.org.  

mailto:office@abcmc.org
mailto:office@abcmc.org

