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Metro Chicago 

eWind 
Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and... 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...  (Acts 2:2-3, TEV) 
  

Weekly Electronic Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
A patchwork of varied news and announcements 

from our churches, communities, denomination and other organizations, 
covering a wide variety of interests reflecting the diversity of our region 

 

April 15, 2010 
 

 
 

“You whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, 
saying to you, „You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off‟; 

do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” 

 
Isaiah 41:9-10 
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NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER 
 
You don't have to be a member of the Family Council to attend the meeting on Saturday morning, May 8, 
at the First Baptist Church of LaGrange. So please join us for what promises to be an important time to be 
together. 
 
Our worship will focus on the continuing crisis in Haiti. Our preacher/speaker will be Samira El-Yasir, an 
amazingly gifted member of the Federated Church of Wauconda who spent weeks in Haiti after the 
earthquake. She will report on what she saw, heard, and experienced and provide a perspective on what 
must now be done on a continuing basis. We will also give thanks for the generosity of our ABCMC 
churches in response to the crisis. 
 
The program portion of our meeting (9:45 - 11:00 a.m.) will be devoted to a discussion of the criteria for 
continuing membership of churches in ABCMC, how we need to abide by those criteria, and whether they 
need to be modified. 
 
Please check the announcements and attached documents related to this forthcoming meeting of the 
Family Council in other parts of this edition of e-Wind. 
 
Finally, I would welcome your response to my Thinking Theologically essay on taxes serving as a civic 
sacrament. 
 
In the cause of the Evangel, 
 
 
 

Larry  
 
 

 
Thinking Theologically 

 
“Taxes are a sacrament.”  OK, I‟m sure you want to know exactly how Larry came up with that one!  Read 
Thinking Theologically by Executive Minister Larry Greenfield, on page 13 of this eWind. 
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ABCMC NEWS 
 
 

American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
P. O. Box 15127 

Chicago, Illinois 60615 
Email: office@abcmc.org 

 
 

CALL TO MEETING 
 
 

FAMILY COUNCIL 
Saturday, May 8, 2010 

 
First Baptist Church of LaGrange 

20 N. Ashland Avenue 
LaGrange, Illinois 60525 

 
WORSHIP THEME:   

The Faithful Challenge to the Haitian Crisis 
Samira El-Yasir, Speaker 

 
PROGRAM THEME: 

Criteria for Continuing Membership in ABCMC 
 
 

8:30 a.m. – Registration and Refreshments 
9:00 a.m. – Worship 
9:45 a.m. – Program 

11:00 a.m. – Quarterly Business Meeting 
Noon - Luncheon 

 
 
 

mailto:office@abcmc.org
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NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS 
 

 
Spring Concert   - First Baptist Church of Park Forest 
 
 

 
  



5 
 

Conflict Transformation Training at North Shore Baptist Church 
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A Cool Summer Experience ï First Baptist Church of Waukegan 
 
First Baptist Church of Waukegan is once again offering, for our third year in 2010, A Cool Summer 
Experience.  This is a joyous labor of love for all involved, but is also enormous undertaking.  Co-directed 
by pastors Barbara Waller and Keith Cerk, our church would love to share with our other ABCMC 
churches what we have learned about ministry to at-risk children through our doing of this program.  We 
would also love to expand our partnership base by asking support from any interested individuals or 
churches.   
  
A  Cool Summer Experience is a six week, day long, five days per week summer educational program 
which targets 4-5th graders below poverty level and at serious risk. Our goal is to develop children in 
mind, body, soul and spirit.  We use the outdoors as our classroom, nature as the Lead Teacher, and the 
wonder of learning natural sciences in an adventure setting as a catalyst for classroom excellence and 
future career attainment.  Our graduates and older children serve as "counselors" to maintain continuity 
and extend our target audience into middle school and high school. 
 
A Cool Summer Experience is an official ABCUSA Children-in-Poverty Initiative.  Other partners include 
Chicago Wilderness Leave No Child Inside and the Waukegan Harbor Citizens Advisory Group, along 
with local and regional government, business, environmental, recreational, church and school-district 
stakeholders.  The genius of this program is bringing together the collaboration of such a variety of, often 
unlikely, partners at the point where their mission statements overlap.   
 
We invite our ABC/MC family to partner with us on this project in any way appropriate; or to just 
come and see what we are doing in order to reproduce our model in other locations.
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ABCUSA NEWS 
Visit the American Baptist News Service for complete articles and current ABC-USA news at  
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx  
 

Children in Poverty Grant Applications Due by Monthôs End 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 4/9/10)—April 30 is the last day to submit applications for Children in 
Poverty grants. If you are part of a congregation, NAP Christian center or other community mission that 
serves children, consider how extra funds could support your ministry. 
 
In 2009, 15 grants were awarded to American Baptist congregations and organizations to strengthen their 
work with children in their communities. 
 
Applications that support initiatives promoting education, health care or developing higher parent income 
will receive the most attention. Last year‟s grant recipients included grassroots projects staffed by 
volunteers as well as more established, institutional projects complete with budgets and paid staff. 
Determination of awards will be made by July 1; recipients will receive funds by August 1. 
 
Details and application forms are available for download at nationalministries.org>Children in Poverty  
 
 

Musoke Named Associate General Secretary of Finance/Treasurer 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 4/15/10)—Alan Musoke has been named the new associate general 
secretary of finance/treasurer effective April 16, 2010.  During a conference call with the American Baptist 
Churches USA (ABCUSA) General Board Executive Committee on Wednesday, April 14, Musoke was 
elected to serve in this role.   
 

Since 2004, Musoke has served as the controller/assistant treasurer for ABCUSA. He is a Certified Public 
Accountant with 20 years of financial management and accounting experience.   
"It has been my privilege to work closely with Alan for the past three plus years,” said Lloyd Hamblin, 
former associate general secretary of finance/treasurer. “During that time I have been impressed, not only 
with his technical knowledge and financial acumen, but also with him as a person.  Alan's ability, integrity 
and faith will serve him well.  I am confident he will be a wonderful asset for ABC as he serves in the role 
of treasurer." 
 

Prior to working with ABCUSA, Musoke worked with two nonprofit organizations.  He served for three 
years as Controller for Orbis International, an international non-profit humanitarian organization operating 
in six countries.  He worked as chief financial officer for YMWCA of Newark & Vicinity from 1994-2001, 
helping the organization to change and grow. Musoke received an MBA in Finance and BS in Accounting 
from Rutgers University.   
 

"It is a privilege to work closely with the general secretary of the denomination and I am enthusiastic 
about making greater contributions to the achievement of the mission of ABCUSA in this new role,” 
Musoke said. “I am excited to take on the important responsibilities that come with the position of 
associate general secretary of finance/treasurer." 
 

In this position as the associate general secretary of finance/treasurer, Alan will serve as treasurer of two 
related organizations: 588 Associates LLC and the American Baptist Computer Center.  American Baptist 
Computer Information Services (ABCIS) and Traffic Services will also be a part of his responsibilities. 

http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx
http://www.nationalministries.org/CIP/docs/CIP%20Grant%20Application%20Instructions_2010.pdf
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NEWS FROM ABC ORGANIZATIONS 
 
One Hope United - Upcoming Events 
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JUSTICE NEWS 
 
SEXUAL ABUSE IN CONGREGATIONS 
 

Just over a decade ago, I joined with the Rev. Debra Haffner in founding an organization 

called the Religious Institute on Sexual Morality, Justice, and Healing. Rev. Haffner's 

editorial in the current issue of the organization's newsletter provides some i mportant 

information and insights.  

 

Larry  

 
The latest revelations about widespread sexual abuse against children by Roman 
Catholic priests in the U.S. and Europe are nothing short of a moral outrage. Equally 
appalling is the fact that leaders in the Church hierarchy knew about many of the 
abuses, and chose to relocate the offending priests rather than confront the crimes they 
were committing against children. 
  
The world watches and waits for the Pope to take meaningful action to promote healing 
and prevent future abuses in Catholic parishes. Meanwhile, I wonder about the safety 
of children, adolescents and vulnerable adults in congregations everywhere. The crisis 

in the Catholic Church is a stark reminder that people we love and admire may turn out to be sex 
offenders, capable of causing irreparable damage to young lives. As I wrote recently in the Huffington 
Post, it can happen in your congregation, too.   
  
Various studies indicate that a not-insignificant minority of adults (perhaps 3 to 20%) may experience 
some sexual arousal toward children or teenagers. Most do not act on their attractions, but some do -- 
and they could well be some of the "nicest" people you know. Despite the media myth that children are 
abused by strangers, in 90% of child sexual abuse cases, children know their abusers well. They are 
family members, teachers, scout leaders, athletic coaches, neighbors, babysitters and, as the world now 
knows, clergy. 
  
Our places of worship should be, and usually are, safe havens from the dangers of the world. Still, every 
congregation must implement policies and practices to reduce the potential for abuse. Every congregation 
should have procedures in place for how to respond when someone in the congregation is accused of 
abuse, or when a person with a history of sexual offenses wants to begin attending the congregation.   
  
I encourage you to review the 10 steps to a safer congregation that I outline in my essay. My book, A 
Time to Heal: Protecting Children and Ministering to Sex Offenders, is available from Christian 
Community. An online guide, Balancing Acts: Keeping Children Safe in Congregations, developed for the 
Unitarian Universalist Association, offers provide a template appropriate for communities of faith in all 
traditions. 
  
Churches, synagogues, mosques, and other places of worship can play an important role in helping 
prevent child abuse and equipping parents and children to be safe. Developing and implementing policies 
can assure that no child or teenager is abused in our sacred spaces. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103301974150&s=412&e=0019IacCP7D3v8M25en7BBInTa9Rbf2SLOrqsZKZLCmptD6q8LpQyRgc7Sg7xPXUg15gsLZ_ZI1AZbchoM2cUPvfO_t7NP1KhcYaKmDtP2QOv4wJQ5BEsG8egSckdRgJr4kEPGHIVvPqb1u2eL56FJTrA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103301974150&s=412&e=0019IacCP7D3v9vhTvBsP-Ro8-CzWff33KhU2YwvtV2ei30hJ-lSZ4ykZRHgIVecA2ha2dvCqNQ5cRX45QSnpDK2a-C1i-ungYtNaJw9r6wkgIpZYfa4aMBLA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103301974150&s=412&e=0019IacCP7D3v8lqbTzfjQWnaP7uqf1-M3faEEciwVM77xQ5DhqVN6kjdAvP-1nP-Ziu074qHLRyOsincZykJ1mZ1C4Ad_j4lJtvM-uMklxQMcEgifudMOsIjwzQ2brRmqIlwfnVthoS6fMcldjVDx5JwNsFTmDcJ3bkYh6j3-eRFJpo76sMo8NttKbc_FLznLgN3aiNwFrqrc=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103301974150&s=412&e=0019IacCP7D3v_KiGPyPFWuiDzlL13l0fLy6S4c_CfRJ9zXzk3SFAdkNHOrzsvYey_mVSX3MXCshaRi0rPQcxKntLZx-qnaTPwHmXnQWbKgEqS2n9wsKiTr5M-W1QVzLTgHPH_Vx_MsJmD-f2ZO24RGvg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103301974150&s=412&e=0019IacCP7D3v_KiGPyPFWuiDzlL13l0fLy6S4c_CfRJ9zXzk3SFAdkNHOrzsvYey_mVSX3MXCshaRi0rPQcxKntLZx-qnaTPwHmXnQWbKgEqS2n9wsKiTr5M-W1QVzLTgHPH_Vx_MsJmD-f2ZO24RGvg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103301974150&s=412&e=0019IacCP7D3v8L173oVaBVt1MpmfBSXPzklNOu1dTCXdMyvLIBHFf0_9sHcMT0_b-xNPeW0NDW_FDaFRKlOvLSMs8TNtMbWrx2fWSCerZA4TaKLO5Rlo5tRtB3vi4__TJu4JrxPJu26yJGbEcoN5KZa81hZnYSdVR_MTr91yx5e_39ZkULtIAd6A==
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HEALTH CARE NEWS 
 
 

Campaign for Better Health Careôs (CBHC) ñSound the Alarmò 
Initiative 
 
“Sound the Alarm” for health care is scheduled for this Sunday.  ñSOUND THE ALARM!ò is an initiative of 
the CBHCôs Faith Caucus.  All churches are invited to participate.  Yes, health care for all is now the law 
of the land, but people need to learn what that means and doesn't mean AND we all need to recognize 
that still too many people don't have health insurance that gives them access to the care they need.   
 
Information and down-loadable materials are available 
http://www.cbhconline.org/issues/hcjc/soundalarmsignup.html  
 
Lynne 
 

 
Young Adults Going Back on Parentsô Health Care Plans 
 
What a headline!  This is, as you may know, one of the great accomplishments of Health Care reform; the 
new law will allow young adults to stay on or return to their parents‟ health care plans until age 26.  The 
following link will take you to a full article on this topic, from the Health Care of America Now website:  
http://blog.healthcareforamericanow.org/2010/04/05/the-first-big-coverage-expansion-young-adults-going-
back-on-their-parents-plans/  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS  
 
Please pray for all of those affected by and perpetrating violence in Chicago and cities around 
the country. 
 
Please pray for our country in the midst of the passing and signing of the health care bill and 
other recent legislation. 
 
Please pray for the people of Haiti, the people of Chile, and people around the world who are suffering. 
 
Please pray for world peace. 
 
Please pray for our troops and our government.   
 
Please pray for all persons facing job loss and job searches in the current economy. 
 
Please pray for all children who are homeless and/or hungry. 
 
Please pray for ABCMC staff and all ABCMC churches for effective Christian witness and service in 2010. 
 
 

http://www.cbhconline.org/issues/hcjc/soundalarmsignup.html
http://blog.healthcareforamericanow.org/2010/04/05/the-first-big-coverage-expansion-young-adults-going-back-on-their-parents-plans/
http://blog.healthcareforamericanow.org/2010/04/05/the-first-big-coverage-expansion-young-adults-going-back-on-their-parents-plans/
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CALENDAR 
 
April 18 – One Hope United (formerly Kids Hope United) Mad Hatters Tea Party, The Lehmann Mansion, 
485 Milwaukee Avenue, Lake Villa, Illinois 
 
April 25 – Spring Concert, First Baptist Church of Park Forest, 80 N. Orchard, Park Forest, IL, 60466, 
3:00 p.m. 
 
May 1 – Spring Dinner for Cook County Jail Ministry, First Baptist Church of Oak Park 
 
May 8 – “Woman of God -- Moments of Grace" Annual Mother-Daughter Program and Luncheon, First 
Baptist Church of Park Forest, 80 North Orchard Drive, Park Forest, IL 60466, 11:00 a.m. 
 
May 15 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490 
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m. 
 
May 16 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Pilgrim Congregational Church, 460 Lake Street, Oak 
Park, 4 p.m. 
 
May 23 – William Wallin in Recital, a benefit for One Hope United at the Community Church of Wilmette, 
1020 Forest Ave., Wilmette, IL, 3:00 p.m.  
 
June 21 – July 30 – A Cool Summer Experience, Summer Educational Program, First Baptist Church of 
Waukegan 
 
August 19 – 20 – Women Together, Lifting and Encouraging One Another, Conference for Female 
Clergy, New Prospect Missionary Baptist Church, Detroit, MI 
  
June 24 – 26, 2011 – American Baptist Biennial, San Juan, Puerto Rico 

 
The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  We email the newsletter each Thursday.  We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments.  Please send them to 
office@abcmc.org. If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, please let us know via email at office@abcmc.org.  

mailto:office@abcmc.org
mailto:office@abcmc.org
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Thinking Theologically for the Common Good 
by Larry Greenfield 
 
“The Tie that Binds” 
 
Taxes are a sacrament. 
 
That‟s according to James Carroll, the novelist, playwright, poet, author of such major texts as House of 
War, Constantineôs Sword, and Practicing Catholic, and a Monday columnist for the Boston Globe. 
 
The Carroll claim about the sacramental character of taxes caught my attention on a couple of fronts. 
First there was just the audacity of the claim itself. And then secondly my old Baptist sentiments were 
aroused by the former Roman Catholic priest‟s appeal to that business about something serving as “an 
outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace.” (For those unfamiliar with Baptist ways, we 
deny that anything earthly and finite can be “sacred” in such a fashion and call them “ordinances” 
instead.) 
 
I quickly got over that second hurdle by remembering what, for me at least, was a better definition of 
“sacrament,” penned by Episcopalian Robert Farrar Capon: “a single instance of something that is true 
everywhere but effectively manifested here.” (Hunting the Divine Fox: Images and Mystery in Christian 
Faith) 
 
But that still left the primary problem of viewing the payment of taxes like participating in the Eucharist – 
or, as we Baptists have it, the Lord‟s Supper. 
 
The key to understanding Carroll‟s claim is seeing how he draws a parallel between the religious realm of 
the “church” and the secular realm of the “commonwealth.” Just as our involvement in the meal that Jesus 
instituted for the church signals our membership and life and ministry in his Body, so paying taxes is a 
sign of our membership and life and service in our democratic commonwealth. 
 
If that parallelism holds, then it would be a kind of heresy both to trash participation in such practices as 
baptism and communion in the ecclesial realm and paying taxes in the realm of the democratic 
commonwealth. It would, that is, be a denial of the truth about what the sacrament (or ordinance) 
represents – or, literally, the truth it re-presents. 
 
And that is what Carroll proceeds to show in his column entitled, “The true patriotism of paying taxes.” 
(Boston Globe, 4/12/2010) 
 
The participants in the contemporary Tea Party movement, therefore, are anything but “true patriots” and 
anything but true heirs of those responsible for what happened in Boston Harbor in 1773. As Carroll 
notes, those earlier Americans weren‟t protesting oppressive taxes and they didn‟t question the need for 
taxation; but they did oppose taxes paid to a government – a commonwealth – that wasn‟t their own. 
 
To be sure, there was an argument in the early years of our nation about whether legitimate taxes should 
be paid to state or federal governments, an argument that was resolved after the failure of the Articles of 
Confederation and the adoption of the Constitution in 1787. And, to be sure, a strenuous tension has 
existed throughout U.S. history regarding the interplay of individualism and mutualism, with those 
advocating for the former more often suspicious of taxation and those supporting the latter more likely to 
favor taxation. But Carroll argues that the frontier movement, which has been the great symbol of rugged 
individualism, was highly dependent on federal taxes and gave rise to an ever increasing sense of 
commonwealth: 
 

The humane spirit of commonwealth, once embraced, is expansive. Taxes paid for roads 
and garrisons – and also for health and education. When the needs of some were met, 
the needs of all were made more apparent. Thus, America‟s understanding of 
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government‟s role shifted when the people came to a common recognition that, acting 
together, they could – and should – provide basic necessities of life for Americans who 
lacked them. Charity yielded to justice. Soon enough, such provision was seen not as a 
matter of altruism, but as a way to assure the thriving of the whole nation. The old 
dichotomy between the individual and the group was shown up as false. 

 
It is the truth of that understanding of commonwealth – which affirms the vital interplay between 
individualism and mutualism – that is now under assault in the anti-tax folks, both within and outside of 
the Tea Party movement. It isn‟t just the sacrament of taxes that is under siege, it is also what the 
sacrament represents/re-presents: a rich understanding of what it means to be a citizen in this democracy 
– a democracy that affirms the interdependence of individualism and mutualism. 
 
Sometimes it seems that the angry tax protestors are taking on the cause of an angry God who is upset 
because of a fundamental disruption in the way things ought to be in that divinely inspired experiment 
called American democracy in which “we the people” rule. 
 
But they would be wiser to remember the words of the Psalmist who, after realizing the futility of trying to 
overcome disease and death on one‟s own, praised the helping and healing God whose “anger is but for 
a moment” and whose “favor is for a lifetime.” 
(Psalm 30: 5) 
 
Within the church, we join with that favoring God of help and healing at the sacrament/ordinance of 
shared communion. Within our democratic commonwealth, we join with that divine source that favors help 
and healing for all of us at the sacrament/ordinance of shared taxation. 
 
Blest be the tie that binds our individual hearts in Christian love and democratic mutuality. 
 
 


