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Metro Chicago 

eWind 
Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and... 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...  (Acts 2:2-3, TEV) 
  

Weekly Electronic Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
A patchwork of varied news and announcements 

from our churches, communities, denomination and other organizations, 
covering a wide variety of interests reflecting the diversity of our region 

 

April 9, 2010 
 

 
 

“You whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, 
saying to you, „You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off‟; 

do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” 

 
Isaiah 41:9-10 
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NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER 
 
Amazing, isn't it? 
 
That after all the violence and conflict of what happened at the end of Holy Week, the first word out of the 
risen Christ's lips is "peace." 
 
It's the word directed then toward his disciples, and, I think it is fair to assume, now. 
 
And I have to assume that "peace" is the continuing greeting of the Word that comes to us. And "peace" 
is the continuing command or directive of that Word coming to us still. 
 
But how do we manage to fulfill our peacemaking directive? How are we to be engaged in bringing peace 
to conflicted and violent conditions that we face? The promise of the faith is that the conflict and violence 
are opportunities for transformation. But, again, how? 
 
We in Metro Chicago have the chance to receive some help in answering that persistent question on the 
weekend of April 30-May 1, when the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America will convene a training 
opportunity in conflict transformation at North Shore Baptist Church, which will include Bible study, the 
development of peacemaking skills and practical exercises in conflict transformation. The cost is only 
$15, which will cover lunches and snacks. 
 
For those who can't make the two-day training event, there will also be a special two-hour session on 
Friday evening (April 30) from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. (at a location yet to be determined) at no cost. 
 
Please note the notice of these opportunities later in this issue of e-Wind. 
 
Register for either event by calling the Baptist Peace Fellowship office at or e-mail at bpfna@bafna.org. 
 
And remember, this is a way of keeping faith with those amazing first words of Christ to his followers then 
and now. 
 

Larry 
 
 

mailto:bpfna@bafna.org
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ABCMC NEWS 
 
New Ministers Council TIM Group Forming for Those in Specialized 
Ministries 
 
At the Ministers Council retreat in February, our facilitator Joe Kutter agreed to open up the grant 
application cycle to consider funding of additional Together in Ministry covenant groups in Metro Chicago.  
This is truly an outcome of the evident spirit of deepened commitment to one another and desire to 
extend additional support to ministers through the TIM structure. Several local ministers have indicated 
interest since August 2009 in a group consisting of those living out their calling in specialized ministries, 
non-traditional ministry or in a season of ministry transition.  Jacki Belile is convening the application 
process and members' discernment about focus, leadership, schedule etc. for such a group.  If you are 
interested in participating in a group for 2010-2011, you'll need to join the conversation and shape the 
group's covenant (to be completed before we can apply for funds).  Contact Jacki at 
jacki@livingwellministries.net BEFORE April 19

th
. 

 

 

Thinking Theologically 
 
This week‟s Thinking Theologically, The Transfer, is the homily preached by Larry Greenfield during the 
Seven Last Words service on Good Friday at St. John Church Baptist.  I think you‟ll find that the reflection 
is not confined to Good Friday.  See page 11. 

 

mailto:jacki@livingwellministries.net
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NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS 
 

Report on Recent Historic Service at Lake Street Church 
 
Lake Street Church and the Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation celebrated a historic and healing service on April 
2, 2010.   Read more about this joint Passover-Good Friday service in this blog post by LSC's senior pastor, Rev. 
Bob Thompson.   
  
http://www.examiner.com/x-1390-Religion--Culture-Examiner~y2010m4d6-A-better-Good-Friday  
 
You can also visit www.lakestreet.org to listen to the service. 

 

 
 
Spring Concert   - First Baptist Church of Park Forest 
 
 

 
A  

http://www.examiner.com/x-1390-Religion--Culture-Examiner~y2010m4d6-A-better-Good-Friday
http://www.lakestreet.org/
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Conflict Transformation Training at North Shore Baptist Church 
 
 

 



6 
 

ABCUSA NEWS 
Visit the American Baptist News Service for complete articles and current ABC-USA news at  
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx  
 
 

OGHS Grant Keeps Haitian Students in School 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 4/9/10)—A grant of $70,500 has been provided so that 94 Haitian college 
students can continue their studies this semester after the monster earthquake on January 12 devastated 
their colleges and universities in the Port au Prince, Haiti area.  This tuition assistance was made possible 
by Haiti relief funds raised by churches and individuals through One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS).  The 
grant request was approved by American Baptist International Ministries (IM). 
 
Each of the 94 scholarship recipients will receive $750, which will be used for tuition at the Université 
Chrétienne du Nord d‟Haiti (Christian University of North Haiti), a school whose facilities were not 
damaged like those in the south of Haiti.  The students, mostly college juniors and seniors, are the future 
leaders of Haiti.  The completion of their studies in theology, business administration, agriculture and 
agronomy is critical for Haiti‟s long-term recovery and sustainability.  An additional $70,500 has been 
earmarked to provide tuition assistance for the Fall 2010 semester. 
 
IM has been a partner with Haitian Christians for 87 years.  The Université Chrétienne du Nord d‟Haiti 
(UCNH) was founded in 1947 as the Haitian Baptist Theological Seminary by IM missionaries, Harold and 
Ivah Heneise. In 1993, the seminary became an interdenominational Christian university, integrating the 
seminary into a new school of theology and offering an affordable baccalaureate education with four 
majors. 
 
Scholarship recipients express relief and gratitude for the scholarships: 
“I felt rejected, without a home, without hope after January 12.  Now I thank God for UCNH for helping me 
continue my studies.” Dirisca Jean-Ronel, agriculture major 
“My father who was supporting my studies was killed …. I do thank UCNH for helping me.” Paul Dalin, 
agronomy major 
“I have lost many members of my family as well as many friends on January 12.  I am still in shock.  I 
thank God for the opportunity to come to UCNH.” Dauphin Gerald, agriculture major 
 
Donations to One Great Hour of Sharing continue to be needed.  Donors can give through the IM website: 
www.internationalministries.org/items/80, or by check to: “OGHS – Haiti Earthquake Relief” and mailed to: 
International Ministries, P.O. Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482-0851.  Support can also be given by 
American Baptists through their church by making checks payable to the church with “One Great Hour of 
Sharing – Haiti Earthquake Relief” written in the memo section.   
 
Support can also be given by American Baptists through their church by making checks payable to the 
church with “One Great Hour of Sharing – Haiti Earthquake Relief” written in the memo section.  
Donations are also accepted on the American Baptist Churches website, at: http://www.abc-
usa.org/Give.aspx. 

http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx
http://www.internationalministries.org/items/80
http://www.abc-usa.org/Give.aspx
http://www.abc-usa.org/Give.aspx
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NEWS FROM ABC ORGANIZATIONS 
 
One Hope United Fashion Show Approaching Quicklyé 
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PEACE NEWS 
 
"Fatal Embrace" author speaks on justice in Israel/Palestine | April 21, 
St. James Cathedral, Chicago 
 
 A special event for Chicago-area clergy--and others--featuring 

Mark Braverman 
A conversation with a courageous advocate for justice in Israel/Palestine 

 
Wednesday, April 21, 2010 
12:30-2:30 p.m.  
St. James Cathedral 
Burrill Hall 
65 East Huron St., Chicago 
 
Mark Braverman is the author of a groundbreaking new book, Fatal Embrace: Christians, Jews and the 
Search for Peace in the Holy Land. In his book, Mark shows how the Jewish quest for safety and 
empowerment and the Christian endeavor to atone for centuries of anti-Semitism have combined to 
suppress the conversations needed to bring about a just and lasting peace in the Holy Land. A Jewish 
American with strong family roots in Israel, Mark articulates a hopeful and provocative message, finding 
guidance in the prophets‟ cry for justice and Jesus‟ transformative ministry. Mark has devoted himself full-
time to the Israel/Palestine conflict, writing and lecturing widely. His courageous, humane, and hopeful 
message resonates with both Jews and Christians. Please feel free to bring a brown-bag lunch. Drinks 
and dessert will be provided. 
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IMMIGRATION NEWS 
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PRAYER REQUESTS  
 
Please pray for all of those affected by and perpetrating violence in Chicago and cities around 
the country. 
 
Please pray for our country in the midst of the passing and signing of the health care bill and 
other recent legislation. 
 
Please pray for the people of Haiti, the people of Chile, and people around the world who are suffering. 
 
Please pray for world peace. 
 
Please pray for our troops and our government.   
 
Please pray for all persons facing job loss and job searches in the current economy. 
 
Please pray for all children who are homeless and/or hungry. 
 
Please pray for ABCMC staff and all ABCMC churches for effective Christian witness and service in 2010. 
 
 

CALENDAR 
 
April 11 – ―At the Death House Door,” screening and discussion about the status of Death Penalty 
Abolition at Evanston Public Library, at Church and Orrington in Evanston, 2 p.m. 
 
April 18 – One Hope United (formerly Kids Hope United) Mad Hatters Tea Party, The Lehmann Mansion, 
485 Milwaukee Avenue, Lake Villa, Illinois 
 
April 18 – Spring Concert, First Baptist Church of Park Forest, 80 N. Orchard, Park Forest, IL, 60466, 
3:00 p.m. 
 
May 1 – Spring Dinner for Cook County Jail Ministry, First Baptist Church of Oak Park 
 
May 8 – “Woman of God -- Moments of Grace" Annual Mother-Daughter Program and Luncheon, First 
Baptist Church of Park Forest, 80 North Orchard Drive, Park Forest, IL 60466, 11:00 a.m. 
 
May 15 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490 
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m. 
 
May 16 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Pilgrim Congregational Church, 460 Lake Street, Oak 
Park, 4 p.m. 
 
June 21 – July 30 – A Cool Summer Experience, Summer Educational Program, First Baptist Church of 
Waukegan 
 
August 19 – 20 – Women Together, Lifting and Encouraging One Another, Conference for Female 
Clergy, New Prospect Missionary Baptist Church, Detroit, MI 
  
June 24 – 26, 2011 – American Baptist Biennial, San Juan, Puerto Rico 

 
The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  We email the newsletter each Thursday.  We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments.  Please send them to 
office@abcmc.org. If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, please let us know via email at office@abcmc.org.  

mailto:office@abcmc.org
mailto:office@abcmc.org
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Thinking Theologically for the Common Good 
by Larry Greenfield 
 

THE TRANSFER 
A Good Friday Meditation on the Third of Seven Last Words 

John 19: 23 – 27 
 

Saint John Church Baptist/Greater Bethesda Baptist Church 
April 2, 2010 

 
 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one 
for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 
So they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill 
what the scripture says, 
  “They divided my clothes among themselves, 
   and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
 And that is what the soldiers did. 
 
 Somewhere in the world today, maybe even tonight, maybe even at this hour, I‟m guessing, there 
has been a transfer going on. I‟m surmising that the transfer that took place today or that may still be 
going on is a lot like the transfer that went on at the foot of the cross there at Golgatha.  
  

That was after the four soldiers had striped Jesus naked and nailed him to the wood and lifted the 
instrument of death upright, implanting it firmly into the ground. The four of them probably wiped their 
brows on their sleeves, picked up their bloody hammers and the leftover nails, and then looked around to 
see if there was anything else that needed to be taken away. 
  

It was then they noticed the clothes of Jesus and a tunic – a coat – that he had been wearing. 
Decent enough stuff, they thought. Too good to just throw in the nearby dumpster. So they decided to 
divide up the clothes lying there in a pile – divided the various items up four ways. 
  

But what about the tunic, the coat? One suggested that they simply tear it apart into four pieces 
and use it for cleaning rags. But one of the four noted it had been woven, not in parts and then sewn 
together, but as a seamless whole. It would be a waste to tear it up, but how would they divide it? The 
problem was solved when they decided to cast lots, with winner-take-all. 
  

Later, a good deal afterwards, when the name of Jesus grew in fame, each of the soldiers 
probably realized how valuable those clothes and that tunic might be, so a couple of them likely sold the 
garments and made a tidy profit. And probably a couple speculated that the clothes might appreciate in 
value as time went on, so they held them and made a really good piece of change later. 
  

And over the centuries, those garments and that cloak have probably been transferred from one 
owner to another lots of times, fetching a still better price with every transaction, with every transfer. 

 
I‟m pretty sure a pretty buck was made somewhere today or is being made even now when 

someone transfers some little piece of cloth from one of those garments to some other collector, or some 
other speculator, or someone who just wants to possess something of Jesus. 
  

So Jesus turns out to be still a commodity to be bought and sold, traded, and transferred from 
one to another. 

* * * * * 
 Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the 
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here 
is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
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 At the base of the cross there on Golgatha another kind of transfer took place, and it too, I‟m 
guessing, has been going on today, maybe even now. I‟m surmising that this transfer that took place and 
that still may be going on is a lot like that the transfer that went on at the foot of the cross near Jerusalem. 
  

In addition to Jesus, there were also four characters involved in that different drama, three of 
them, it turns out named Mary, but only one of those Marys at the center of the story, Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and one of his disciples, unnamed, but we assume to be John, the Beloved Disciple. 
  

Now unclothed, with hands and feet nailed to the cross-barred wood that was now standing 
upright, Jesus looked down to recognize his beloved mother and that beloved disciple. 
  

He had, and still, loved them both, but cognizant of his impending death, he accomplished his 
own kind of transfer – bequeathing not his clothes or his tunic – but something far more precious, 
although hard to translate in currency: his deep love. 
  

He said first to Mary his mother: 
  

“The love I have for this disciple and friend, Mother, I transfer to you, asking that you love and 
look after him as you have for me.” 

  
Then, turning to his beloved disciple, he said” 

  
“The love I have for the woman who gave me my birth, who cared for and  

 comforted me, worried and warned me, nurtured and nudged me along, I   
 transfer that love to you my beloved disciple. Love her as I have loved her.” 
  

And over the centuries that transfer too has been passed along at no monetary cost but with the 
cost that only comes with the mutual love human beings have for one another because it comes from the 
bountiful love of God, who is pure love. 
  

I‟m not just pretty sure, I‟m absolutely certain that all over the world today, and even now, in 
places far away and right here in this place that same love is being transferred yet again – a possession 
of Jesus that is ours to receive from his disciples and to share with all the world. 
  

Jesus says to you and me tonight: Garments and Tunics I no longer possess, but what I do 
possess I transfer to you. 
   

Receive it. 
 Share it. 
 Keep transferring it to one another. 
 

 

  
 


