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Metro Chicago 

eWind 
Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and... 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...  (Acts 2:2-3, TEV) 
  

Weekly Electronic Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
A patchwork of varied news and announcements 

from our churches, communities, denomination and other organizations, 
covering a wide variety of interests reflecting the diversity of our region 

 

April 1, 2010 
 

 
 

“You whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, 
saying to you, „You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off‟; 

do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” 

 
Isaiah 41:9-10 
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NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER 
 
Acknowledging that these forthcoming hours dramatize the deepest meaning of our faith, may you be 
deeply moved and transformed once again. 
 
In the cause of the Evangel, 
 
Larry 

 
ABCMC NEWS 
 
Thinking Theologically 
 
Check back next week for Thinking Theologically. 
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NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS 
 

Remaining Holy Week Events 
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Lake Street Church Offers a New Good Friday Conversation  
 
This year, on Good Friday, April 2, noon - 1pm, Lake Street Church of Evanston and the Jewish 
Reconstructionist Congregation will host a special worship service, titled "Passover and Good Friday: A 
Shared Service of Healing and Hope".  The service, bringing both congregations together on this holy 
day, will be held in the sanctuary at Lake Street Church, 607 Lake Street, Evanston.  This collaborative 
service seeks to reframe the understanding of these holy days by honoring each respective tradition and 
opening the door to a new conversation about hope and healing.   
  
For further information please call Lake Street Church at 847-864-2181, or visit us on our web site, 
www.lakestreet.org.   
  
 

Perspectives on the Death Penalty ï Lake Street Church 
 
On Sunday, April 11, 2010 at 2PM you and members of your congregation or organization (or family and 
friends) may be interested in attending an event at the Evanston Public Library, at Church and Orrington 
in Evanston.  We will be screening the film “At the Death House Door” and presenting a discussion about 
the status of Death Penalty abolition.   
 
Perspectives on the Death Penalty is presented by the Lake Street Church of Evanston Peace and 
Justice Committee.  This is a free event, refreshments will be served and everyone is welcome.   

 
A Cool Summer Experience ï First Baptist Church of Waukegan 
 
First Baptist Church of Waukegan is once again offering, for our third year in 2010, A Cool Summer 
Experience.  This is a joyous labor of love for all involved, but is also enormous undertaking.  Co-directed 
by pastors Barbara Waller and Keith Cerk, our church would love to share with our other ABCMC 
churches what we have learned about ministry to at-risk children through our doing of this program.  We 
would also love to expand our partnership base by asking support from any interested individuals or 
churches.   
  
A  Cool Summer Experience is a six week (June 21 – July 30), day long, five days per week summer 
educational program which targets 4-5th graders below poverty level and at serious risk. Our goal is to 
develop children in mind, body, soul and spirit.  We use the outdoors as our classroom, nature as the 
Lead Teacher, and the wonder of learning natural sciences in an adventure setting as a catalyst for 
classroom excellence and future career attainment.  Our graduates and older children serve as 
"counselors" to maintain continuity and extend our target audience into middle school and high school. 
 
A Cool Summer Experience is an official ABCUSA Children-in-Poverty Initiative.  Other partners include 
Chicago Wilderness Leave No Child Inside and the Waukegan Harbor Citizens Advisory Group, along 
with local and regional government, business, environmental, recreational, church and school-district 
stakeholders.  The genius of this program is bringing together the collaboration of such a variety of, often 
unlikely, partners at the point where their mission statements overlap.  Last year A Cool Summer 
Experience had the sole distinction of being highlighted by the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 
Planning's (CMAP) Latino Snapshot as the type of program with the greatest potential to address the 
multiple needs of Latino children in poverty.  Education.com also featured our program in an article 
discussing how outdoor education can lead to careers in science and math for diverse populations. 
 
We invite our ABC/MC family to partner with us on this project in any way appropriate; or to just come and 
see what we are doing in order to reproduce our model in other locations.  

http://www.lakestreet.org/
http://education.com/


5 
 

Women in Ministry ï Save the Date
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ABCUSA NEWS 
Visit the American Baptist News Service for complete articles and current ABC-USA news at  
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx  
 
 

Seven Point Recovery Plan Discussed with the Convention Baptiste 
dôHaiti 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 3/29/10)—Recovery, rebuilding and strengthening the 87-year partnership 
with the Convention Baptiste d‟Haiti  (CBH) was the focus of the American Baptist International Ministries 
(IM) delegation to Haiti on March 17-19, 2010.  The IM delegation included Reid Trulson, IM executive 
director, José Norat-Rodríguez, IM area director for Iberoamerica/Caribbean and Ruth Clark, IM board of 
directors‟ president.  Roy Medley, general secretary, American Baptist Churches, USA had been invited 
to join the delegation but was unable to attend. 
 
The primary purpose of this trip was to propose and discuss a mid-term plan for Haiti recovery and 
rebuilding with CBH leaders.  After it is completed and approved, the plan will be implemented over the 
next several years. Norat-Rodríguez presented the seven point plan summarized below at a meeting in 
the Haitian city of Grand Goâve, where a Baptist church and school were completely destroyed.  

1. In keeping with IM‟s history and tradition of medical ministry in Haiti, IM will provide a medical 
doctor to work with CBH for one year and provide continuing medical care for earthquake 
victims. 

2. There will be scholarship support for students who have been forced to move because their 
schools/universities were destroyed. 

3. Reconstruction of medical facilities, orphanages, schools, housing and churches will be 
completed over time. 

4. An additional missionary to preach, teach and provide occupational therapy services to 
Haitian families, as well as a missionary with a background in economic development will be 
sent. These additional personnel will join IM‟s current missionaries serving in Haiti: Dr. Steve 
James (medical doctor), Nancy James (nurse), Nzunga Mabudiga (educator and eye clinic 
administrator), Kihomi Ngwemi (educator and women‟s development) and Herb Rogers 
(former missionary to Haiti who returned to Grand Goâve after the earthquake for service from 
mid-February to mid-April). Missionary Kristy Engel continues to bring medical teams from the 
Dominican Republic (D.R.) into Port-au-Prince. Missionary Madeline Flores-López continues 
to work with Haitians evacuated to the D.R. for medical care. 

5. Micro-credit and other economic development approaches will allow earthquake sufferers to 
move towards self-sufficiency. 

6. IM‟s missionary medical doctors will meet to reflect on the current needs within Haiti and will 
bring the results of this meeting to the CBH for discussion and possible implementation. 

7. A plan to work with CBH to organize the distribution of large, heavy-duty tents to provide 
temporary shelter to families still in need will be implemented.   

Donations to One Great Hour of Sharing continue to be needed for further projects.  Donors can give 
through the IM website: www.internationalministries.org/items/80 or by check to: “OGHS- Haiti 
Earthquake Relief” and mailed to International Ministries, PO Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482-0851.  
Support can also be given by American Baptists through their church by making checks payable to the 
church with “One Great Hour of Sharing – Haiti Earthquake Relief” written in the memo section.  
Donations are also accepted on the American Baptist Churches website, at: http://www.abc-
usa.org/Give.aspx. 

http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx
http://www.internationalministries.org/items/80
http://www.abc-usa.org/Give.aspx
http://www.abc-usa.org/Give.aspx
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HEALTH CARE NEWS 
 
Still wondering what the health care bill means for you?  Check out the various fact sheets on the White 
House website which summarize key information about the health care bill.    
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2010/04/01/what-health-reform-means-you-and-your-community  
 
The following fact sheets are available on the website noted above: 
 
¶ Health Reform for American Families (pdf)  

¶ Health Reform for Children (pdf)  

¶ Health Reform for Young Adults (pdf)  

¶ Health Reform for Early Retirees (pdf)  

¶ Health Reform for Seniors (pdf)  

¶ Health Reform for African Americans (pdf)  

¶ Health Reform for Latinos (pdf)  

¶ Health Reform for Rural Americans (pdf)  

¶ Health Reform for Women (pdf)  

¶ Health Reform for Small Businesses (pdf)  

 

PEACE NEWS 
 
"Fatal Embrace" author speaks on justice in Israel/Palestine | April 21, 
St. James Cathedral, Chicago 
 
PLEASE SAVE THE DATE FOR A CONVERSATION WITH MARK BRAVERMAN (April 21) 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I urge you to attend the conversation with Mark Braverman that is announced below. I've had a part in 
arranging this event because I believe Braverman is a faithful Jew who Christians must hear and engage 
regarding the Israel-Palestine conflict. This is a person of keen intellect and great integrity. 
 
Larry 
 
 A special event for Chicago-area clergy--and others--featuring 

Mark Braverman 
A conversation with a courageous advocate for justice in Israel/Palestine 

 
Wednesday, April 21, 2010 
12:30-2:30 p.m.  
St. James Cathedral 
Burrill Hall 
65 East Huron St., Chicago 
 
Mark Braverman is the author of a groundbreaking new book, Fatal Embrace: Christians, Jews and the 
Search for Peace in the Holy Land. In his book, Mark shows how the Jewish quest for safety and 
empowerment and the Christian endeavor to atone for centuries of anti-Semitism have combined to 
suppress the conversations needed to bring about a just and lasting peace in the Holy Land. A Jewish 
American with strong family roots in Israel, Mark articulates a hopeful and provocative message, finding 
guidance in the prophets‟ cry for justice and Jesus‟ transformative ministry. Mark has devoted himself full-
time to the Israel/Palestine conflict, writing and lecturing widely. His courageous, humane, and hopeful 
message resonates with both Jews and Christians. Please feel free to bring a brown-bag lunch. Drinks 
and dessert will be provided. 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2010/04/01/what-health-reform-means-you-and-your-community
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_american_families.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_children.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_young_adults.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_early_retirees.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_seniors.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_african_americans.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_latinos.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_rural_americans.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_women.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_small_businesses.pdf
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IMMIGRATION NEWS 
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS  
 
Please pray that Holy Week holds true meaning in the life of Christians across the world. 
 
Please pray for our country in the midst of the passing and signing of the health care bill and 
other recent legislation. 
 
Please pray for the people of Haiti, the people of Chile, and people around the world who are suffering. 
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Please pray for world peace. 
 
Please pray for our troops and our government.   
 
Please pray for all persons facing job loss and job searches in the current economy. 
 
Please pray for all children who are homeless and/or hungry. 
 
Please pray for ABCMC staff and all ABCMC churches for effective Christian witness and service in 2010. 
 
 

CALENDAR 
 
April 2 – “Objects of the Cross” play at Christ Community Church, 602 Geneva Road, Wheaton, 7:30p.m. 
 
April 2 - "Passover and Good Friday: A Shared Service of Healing and Hope," Lake Street Church of 
Evanston, 607 Lake Street, Evanston, noon – 1:00 p.m. 
 
April 3 – Easter Egg Hunt, Montrose Baptist Church, Corner of Montrose and Melvina Avenues, 9:30 – 
11:00 a.m. 
 
April 11 – ―At the Death House Door,” screening and discussion about the status of Death Penalty 
abolition at Evanston Public Library, at Church and Orrington in Evanston, 2 p.m. 
 
April 18 – One Hope United (formerly Kids Hope United) Mad Hatters Tea Party, The Lehmann Mansion, 
485 Milwaukee Avenue, Lake Villa, Illinois 
 
May 1 – Spring Dinner for Cook County Jail Ministry, First Baptist Church of Oak Park 
 
May 8 – “Woman of God -- Moments of Grace" Annual Mother-Daughter Program and Luncheon, First 
Baptist Church of Park Forest, 80 North Orchard Drive, Park Forest, IL 60466, 11:00 a.m. 
 
May 15 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490 
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m. 
 
May 16 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Pilgrim Congregational Church, 460 Lake Street, Oak 
Park, 4 p.m. 
 
June 21 – July 30 – A Cool Summer Experience, Summer Educational Program, First Baptist Church of 
Waukegan 
 
August 19 – 20 – Women Together, Lifting and Encouraging One Another, Conference for Female 
Clergy, New Prospect Missionary Baptist Church, Detroit, MI 
  
June 24 – 26, 2011 – American Baptist Biennial, San Juan, Puerto Rico 

 
The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  We email the newsletter each Thursday.  We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments.  Please send them to 
office@abcmc.org. If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, please let us know via email at office@abcmc.org.  
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