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—You whom | took from the ends of the earth, a
saying to you, _You are my servant, I have cho

do not fear, for | am with you, do not be afraid, for | am your God,;
I owi || strengthen you, I owi || help you, I

Isaiah 41:9-10
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(OF- 14 aL=To [>T I @1 o T T o= Vo o J PSSP

wi ||

nd
S e r




Non-Violence Training at the Agape House - UIC ... 7

Road to a New Humanity Conference T North Park Seminary .........ccccccoeviiiiiiiiiiiiinnneeenn, 8
PRAYER REQUEST S L.ttt ettt s e e e e e et e e s e e et e e et et e e e e eeeae bt e e e eeeeestssaaeeeeeeeastnnns 8
L0 I I L o SRS 9
Thinking Theologically for the CommON GO0 ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiiii e e e e e aans 10

NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER

This is it! The long period of preparation is almost over! Next week we move to the climax of the Christian
story!

May it not be just a re-run of earlier commemorations. This year may the profound realities of the
message reach you in new and more penetrating ways.

May it be an especially Sacred Week.
In the cause of the Evangel,

Larry

ABCMC NEWS

Thinking Theologically

Thi s wiaieking Theologically: Venues for the Drama, starting on page 10.




NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS
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Friday, March 26, 2010

7:00 PM
YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO OUR

Irving Park Baptist Church FRIENDS AND FAMILY DAY

SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 2010 at 3:30 PM

4401 West Irving Park Road AT ORIGINAL PROVIDENCE BAPTIST CHURCH

515 N. PINE AVE. CHICAGO, 1L 60644

. THEME: “Under C jon” - Building Relationships on the Foundation of |
Chicago, IL ™ -
1°By the grace God has given me, 1aid a foundation as an expert builder. and someone else is
773_286_6800 building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. "For no one can lay any

foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.(1 Corinthians 3:10-11)

GUEST CHURCH - REY. DR. RICHARD NELSON AND THE GREATER OPEN DOOR BAPTIST
CHURCH

COME HELP US BUILD
AS WE MOVE FORWARD — WALKING BY FAITH
Rev. Cleophus ). Lee — Pastor

Enjoy a hot meal of
spaghetti and meat balls
and cool music, featuring
the soothing sounds of Dale
Tippett, Jr. and friends. All
are Welcome!
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Adults 10
Children 12 and under S8
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Montrose Baptist Church /=
Saturday, April 3, 2010 9:30-11:00am

9:00am Doors Open: Crafts, Games, Visits by Easter Bunny

9:30am **Egg Hunt for Ages 3 & Under**

9:45am Story Time/Photos with Easter Bunny
10:00am **Egg Hunt for Ages 5 & Under**
10:15am Story Time/Photos with Easter Bunny
10:30am **Egg Hunt for Ages 8 & Under**
10:45am Story Time/Photos with Easter Bunny
11:00am **Egg Hunt for Ages 12 & Under**
11:15am Story Time/Photos with Easter Bunny
12:00pm Event Conclusion
** Note: Only one egg hunt per child please. Thanks!
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OBJECTS OF THE CGROSS
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Please join us at CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH on Geneva Road as we celebrate
Good Friday through the OBJECTS OF THE CROSS. Objects of the cross is a play
centered on objects used in the crucifixion of Christ, intended to help us reflect on
the meaning of his sacrifice for the sins of humanity.

Christ Community Church [602 E. Geneva Rd. Wheaton]
630-665-2259
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Lake Street Church offers a new Good Friday Conversation

This year, on Good Friday, April 2, noon - 1pm, Lake Street Church of Evanston and the Jewish
Reconstructionist Congregation will host a special worship service, titled "Passover and Good Friday: A
Shared Service of Healing and Hope". The service, bringing both congregations together on this holy
day, will be held in the sanctuary at Lake Street Church, 607 Lake Street, Evanston.

This collaborative service seeks to reframe the understanding of these holy days by honoring each
respective tradition and opening the door to a new conversation about hope and healing.

The worship service will blend Hebrew and English, silence and words, music and spoken reflection. We
will both name what it is we are trying to accomplish in this service of unity, and simply worship

together. Life is a mixture of darkness and light, death and rebirth. Both Christians and Jews celebrate
these truths.

There is no Exodus without slavery; there is no experience of resurrection without crucifixion. How can
we move together towards a place of healing and hope for ourselves and our traditions, acknowledging
the mix of the bitter and the sweet which we taste at this time of year? All are invited to come and reflect
on this question.

Worship leadership will be provided by Rabbi Brant Rosen and Cantor Howard Friedland of the Jewish
Reconstructionist Congregation; and Rev. Robert V. Thompson, Rev. Ann-Louise Haak, and Music
Director Alice Lane of Lake Street Church of Evanston.

For further information please call Lake Street Church at 847-864-2181, or visit us on our web site,
www.lakestreet.org.

Perspectives on the Death Penalty i Lake Street Church

On Sunday, April 11, 2010 at 2PM you and members of your congregation or organization (or family and
friends) may be interested in attending an event at the Evanston Public Library, at Church and Orrington

in Evanston. We wi || be screening the film —At the
the status of Death Penalty abolition.

The film, —At the Death House Do olows Revdrend Gatiodl Picket,k er s 0
who spent fifteen years as chaplain at "The Walls," the Huntsville unit of the Texas prison system. Rev.

Pickett ministered to 95 death row inmates before their execution. The story of Carlos DeLuna who was
convicted of murder and sentenced to death is also featured.
Pickett because Pickett believes DelLuna was innocent
account of the evolution of Rev.tyPickett's perspecti

Dick Conser of The lllinois Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty and Betsy Wilson of the Sentencing
Advocacy Group of Evanston will speak. Additionally, one of the many exonerated death row inmates
should also be presenting his story.

Perspectives on the Death Penalty is presented by the Lake Street Church of Evanston Peace and
Justice Committee. This is a free event, refreshments will be served and everyone is welcome.



http://www.lakestreet.org/

ABCUSA NEWS

Visit the American Baptist News Service for complete articles and current ABC-USA news at
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx

National Ministries Penny Project Reaches 2 Million Mark

VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 3/19/10)0 The more than 100 American Baptist churches and other
organizations participating in The Penny Project—Ilaunched by National Ministries, American Baptist
Churches USA, to raise awareness about child poverty and support for ministries that serve at-risk
children—have reached the 2 million mark in pennies, on the way to the national goal of 14 million.

Fourteen million children in the United States and Puerto Rico live in circumstances fraught with
obstaclestodevel oping their full potenti al as children
each of those children (infants to age 18), helps the participating groups and their communities visualize

the number of children in their neighborhoods and across the nation who face the challenges of hunger,
inadequate education and medical care, and family dysfunction every day.

To get more information about The Penny Project at www.nationalministries.org and register today at
www.14millionpennies.org.

NEWS FROM ABC INSTITUTIONS

Judson Students Serve Christ in Missions

Every year Judson University sends teams of students on mission trips to various countries across the
globe during Spring Break. The purpose of mission trips is to allow students the experience of service to

the less fortunate and the spread of the gospel. One recent mission trip was to Huanuco, Peru. The focus
of this mission trip was to raise awareness about issues of abuse and neglect of children to the people in
Peru. The team worked with a group called Paz Y Esperanza in Peru by helping construct a shelter for
abused women and acting out skits in the market place. The team members stated that as a result of their
mi ssion experience they have a broader worldview
They now have a stronger desire to bring justice

Save the Date 1 Spring Dinner for Cook County Jail Ministry

The Cook County Jail Ministry will hold its annual Spring Dinner on May 1, 2010, at First Baptist Church of
Oak Park. Save the Date — More details are forthcoming.

HEALTH CARE NEWS

As you know, this has been a historic week with the passing and signing of the health care bill! Do you
know what this means for you and your family? Find the latest information at
http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/health-care.
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PEACE NEWS

"Fatal Embrace" author speaks on justice in Israel/Palestine | April 21,
St. James Cathedral, Chicago

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE FOR A CONVERSATION WITH MARK BRAVERMAN (April 21)
Dear Friends,

| urge you to attend the conversation with Mark Braverman that is announced below. I've had a part in
arranging this event because | believe Braverman is a faithful Jew who Christians must hear and engage
regarding the Israel-Palestine conflict. This is a person of keen intellect and great integrity.

Larry

A special event for Chicago-area clergy--and others--featuring

Mark Braverman
A conversation with a courageous advocate for justice in Israel/Palestine

Wednesday, April 21, 2010
12:30-2:30 p.m.

St. James Cathedral

Burrill Hall

65 East Huron St., Chicago

Mark Braverman is the author of a groundbreaking new book, Fatal Embrace: Christians, Jews and the

Search for Peace in the Holy Land. In his book, Mark shows how the Jewish quest for safety and

empowerment and the Christian endeavor to atone for centuries of anti-Semitism have combined to

suppress the conversations needed to bring about a just and lasting peace in the Holy Land. A Jewish

American with strong family roots in Israel, Mark articulates a hopeful and provocative message, finding
guidancein t he prophets*® c¢cry for justice and Jesus‘-tran
time to the Israel/Palestine conflict, writing and lecturing widely. His courageous, humane, and hopeful

message resonates with both Jews and Christians.

Mark is a cofounder and Executive Director of Friends of Tent of Nations North America, a nonprofit
dedicated to supporting Palestinian land rights and peaceful coexistence in historic Palestine. He serves
on the Board of Directors of the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions-USA and the advisory
committee of Friends of Sabeel North America. He is a charter member of American Jews for a Just
Peace.

Please feel free to bring a brown-bag lunch. Drinks and dessert will be provided.

Information:
The Rev. Cotton Fite
cotton.fite@sbcglobal.net

847.894.3094 847.894.3094

Event Sponsors:

- Chicago Faith Coalition on Middle East Policy chicagofaithcoalition.org
- St. James Cathedral saintjamescathedral.org

- Episcopal Peace Fellowship epfnational.org
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- Diocesan Peace and Justice Committee

Location: St. James Cathedral is located at 65 E. Huron St. in the heart of Chicago at the corner of E.
Huron St. and N. Wabash Ave. Visit www.saintjamescathedral.org.

Public transportation: The Cathedral is easily accessible by public transportation, using either the Red
Line train (Chicago Ave. stop) or the Michigan Ave. bus (Superior or Erie stops).

Parking: Millennium Center Garage, 33 W. Ontario St. Enter garage from Ohio or Ontario,
just east of Dearborn. A $9 voucher will be available for reduced-price parking.

Non-Violence Training at the Agape House - UIC
Dear Friends of Agape House,

We invite you to join us and the Gender and Sexuality Center on Good Friday, April 2" for non-violence
training. This training is free and open to all who seek to understand and respond to the violence within
ourselves and others. Details are below...

Non-Violence Training 101 by Pace e Bene

Friday, April 2, 2010

3:00-6:00 p.m.

Agape House, 809 W. Roosevelt Road, 2nd Floor (next to Masa Cafe)

Co-sponsored by Gender & Sexuality Center and Agape House

For more information contact the GSC at www.gsc.uic.edu or Agape House at agape.uic@gmail.com.

This training will have the following content:

- Direct action and pro-active strategies

- Vital communication and media skills

- Peaceful, non-violent framework

- Specifically for the diverse lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and ally communities

More info about Pace e Bene ("peace and goodness") paceebene.org

Peace and Grace,

Rev. Lisl Heymans Paul, Director of Campus Ministry
Agape House Christian Ministry - UIC
www.agape-uic.org
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Road to a New Humanity Conference i North Park Seminary

On behalf of the organization Theol ogy and Peace, .
Road to a New Humanity. The conference will be held on May 25-27 at North Park Seminary. We have

three gifted speakers this year who will be discussing with us topics that include: theology, Bible,

Christian community, and liturgy. Our speakers are:

Dr. Jay Phelan: President, Dean, and Professor of Biblical Literature at North Park Theological Seminary.
Reverend Stephanie Perdew VanSlyke: Ph.D. Candidate in Liturgical Studies and Christian Origins,
Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary. Senior Pastor, First Congregational Church of Wilmette, UCC,
Wilmette, IL. Co-author of The Work of the People: What We Do in Worship and Why.

Dr. Vern Redekop: Assistant Professor and Director o
Paul University, Ottawa. Author of From Violence to Blessing: How an Understanding of Deep Rooted
Conflict Can Open Paths of Reconciliation.

Please visit www.theologyandpeace.org for more information and to download the conference registration
form.

Peace,

Adam Ericksen,
Board Member, Theology and Peace

PRAYER REQUESTS

Please pray for our country in the midst of the passing and signing of the health care bill.

Please pray for the people of Haiti, the people of Chile, and people around the world who are
suffering.

Please pray for Haitian American Baptist churches throughout the United States and Puerto Rico.
Please pray for world peace.

Please pray for our troops and our government.

Please pray for all persons facing job loss and job searches in the current economy.

Please pray for all children who are homeless and/or hungry.

Please pray for ABCMC staff and all ABCMC churches for effective Christian witness and service in 2010.



http://www.theologyandpeace.org/

CALENDAR

March 26 — Pub Night at Irving Park Baptist Church, 4401 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago, 7:00 p.m.
March 281 Friends and Family Day at Original Providence Baptist Church, 515 N. Pine Ave., Chicago, 3:30 p.m.
April2——Obj ects of the Cr os s IChydhs§2 Ganeva Rdad, WheatonCra3épmmu ni t y

April 2 - "Passover and Good Friday: A Shared Service of Healing and Hope," Lake Street Church of
Evanston, 607 Lake Street, Evanston, noon — 1:00 p.m.

April 37 Easter Egg Hunt, Montrose Baptist Church, Corner of Montrose and Melvina Avenues, 9:30 —
11:00 a.m.

April 117 AAt the Death House Door,ll screening and discussion about the status of Death Penalty
abolition at Evanston Public Library, at Church and Orrington in Evanston, 2 p.m.

April 187 One Hope United (formerly Kids Hope United) Mad Hatters Tea Party, The Lehmann Mansion,
485 Milwaukee Avenue, Lake Villa, lllinois

May 17 Spring Dinner for Cook County Jail Ministry, First Baptist Church of Oak Park

May 81 —Wo ma n  o-fMongeats of Grace” Annual Mother-Daughter Program and Luncheon, First
Baptist Church of Park Forest, 80 North Orchard Drive, Park Forest, IL 60466, 11:00 a.m.

May 15 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m.

May 16 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Pilgrim Congregational Church, 460 Lake Street, Oak
Park, 4 p.m.

June 241 26, 2011 — American Baptist Biennial, San Juan, Puerto Rico

The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago. The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago. We email the newsletter each Thursday. We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments. Please send them to
office@abcmec.org. If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, please let us know via email at office@abcmc.org.
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Thinking Theologically for the Common Good
by Larry Greenfield

Venues for the Drama
The crux of the Christian story gets played out in the coming days. But where will the drama be staged?

Everybody — Christians and non-Christians alike — knows the plot of the drama by now, even if it will go
through millions of re-runs again this year, just like every other year.

The plot goes like this: The chosen and beloved offspring of the richest and most bountiful God takes
human form and freely chooses to undergo unbearable suffering and even death so that the everlasting
desire of the divine parent to redeem (give on-going and meaningful life to) all the siblings and restore the
fullness of life to the whole family can be accomplished.

Yes, the presentation of this plot, as is always the case, will have immense variations and embellishments
this year. But for all that multiformity the storyline comes to the same conclusion: ultimately, suffering has
— or can have — meaning and purpose.

Key components to the plot are, first, the abundance of a God who wills the good of all creation, and,
second, the free decision on the part of the chosen and beloved offspring, in human form, to demonstrate
and endure the suffering and sacrifice required to fulfill the divine will of redeemed creatures and a
restored creation.

What good would be accomplished if the desiring God had no bounty, no riches?

What good would be accomplished if the chosen and beloved offspring were coerced into doing the
redeeming and restoring demonstration and work?

On both counts, the plot wouldn't work unless those
for the common good were prominent.

So in all its variable for ms, expr essi cakeycongondntse mb e |
that gets re-enacted on church venues in the coming days.

But there is another drama that is being played out in the coming days, weeks, and months, maybe even
years. The drama works with somewhat the same plot about suffering: that suffering is required for there
to be redemption and restoration. This drama, however, has exactly the opposite key components: first,
an attempt to achieve the good for all by drawing on the resources of those who have the least, and,
second, to force, to coerce, to demand the required suffering and sacrifice on those who are poor and
their offspring.

After years of what now was clearly reckless economic growth — when many in the United States lived
beyond their means, when some Americans experienced huge economic gains, and when the very rich
got very much richer and the gap between the very wealthy and everyone else became even greater,
while the very poor continued to remain poor and invisible — finally a time of reckoning arrived in the form
of a Great Recession. Not only millions of individuals and families are hurting, but businesses, institutions,
and organizations are also afflicted. And state and local governments have found their revenues falling
despite — as could be expected in any economic downturn, but especially one as severe as this one — a
greater demand for services.

In short, the common good, the commonweal, the general welfare is threatened. And, somehow, now

more than ever, human lives need to be redeemed, human families need to be restored, human
communities need to be saved.
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But how are we across the nation, in most instances, trying to pull off that redemption, that restoration,
that salvation?

Are we seriously drawing on whatever abundance there is among us? Are we asking everyone to freely
share in the suffering that will be needed?

Take my own state, lllinois, as an example. When last year the state faced a staggering multi-billion dollar

deficit, the Democratic governor proposed a one and a half percent increase in the income tax, even

though it was fairly clear that only a two percent increase would begin to meet the demand. But only one
chamber of our state‘s |l egislature concurred, result
services and public education at all levels and a greater dependence on state borrowing. This year, with

the budget crisis even more severe, the governor proposed only a one percent increase in the income

tax, a continued reliance on borrowing (which, in turn, will result in diminished bond ratings and a greater

cost of debt), and deep and crippling cuts in human services and public education. But this being an

election year, there is broad consensus that even this outrageously inadequate but desperately needed

proposed tax increase will fail again, and that only more drastic budget cuts will be seen as the answer.

lllinois may be an extreme case, but this drama is being played out in most states across the nation.

Americans want to achieve the redemption of the common good, the restoration of the commonweal, the
salvation of the general welfare not by drawing on whatever abundance there is among them through fair
and graduated taxation, but rather on forcing, coercing, demanding the poorest among us, the most
vulnerable among us, the most in heed of education for their future thriving among us to endure the
suffering for all the rest of us.

That, tragically, is the real venue where the drama of our shared life is being played out in the coming
days and weeks and months and, yes, years, despite what is being played out in church venues across
the nation in the near term.

There could be a connection of these venues. But that connection appears not to be in the script as
currently written.
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