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Metro Chicago 

eWind 
Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and... 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...  (Acts 2:2-3, TEV) 
  

Weekly Electronic Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
A patchwork of varied news and announcements 

from our churches, communities, denomination and other organizations, 
covering a wide variety of interests reflecting the diversity of our region 

 

March 11, 2010 
 

 
 

ñYou whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, 
saying to you, óYou are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you offô; 

do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.ò 

 
Isaiah 41:9-10 
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NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER 
 
Our thanks to David Ball for his informative and helpful seminar la st Saturday on risk 

management for carry ing  out the ministries of Christ in our contemporary setting. Our 

thanks also to North Shor e Baptist Church for hosting the seminar.  And thanks to those 

representatives from churches who devoted a Saturday morning t o learning the steps we 

need to take to minimiz e manageable risks so we can maximize our ministries now and in 

the future.  

 

Thanks to so many of our churches for their generosity in responding to the overwhelming 

needs of our sisters and brothers in Haiti as part of the One Great Hour of Sharing.  

 

May we all be open to God's direction and strength as we follow Jesus on the  way to 

Jerusalem and Holy Week.  

 

In the cause of the Evangel,  

 

Larry  

 
ABCMC NEWS  
 

Directory Update 
 
More than half of ABCMC churches did not respond to the multiple requests for updated information for 
the ABCMC directory.  Therefore, I am now in the process of calling over 40 churches in attempts to gain 
current information for the directory.  This has caused a delay in publishing the new 
directory.   
 
Thank you for your patience. 
 
Veronica 

 

 

Thinking Theologically 
 

Check out the latest Thinking Theologically column by Larry Greenfield on page 11 of this eWind. 
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NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS 
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ABCUSA NEWS 
Visit the American Baptist News Service for complete articles and current ABC-USA news at  
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx  
 

60 Days after Haiti Earthquake: Over $1.2 Million in Contributions 

Received 
 
As of March 10, 2010 International Ministries has received $325,093.18 given by American Baptists for 
earthquake relief in Haiti.  Total giving through American Baptist channels is $1,280,324. 
$126,000 was sent in the immediate aftermath of the earthquake that struck Port-au-Prince on January 
12, 2010.  As our Haitian partners identify specific needs and projects, additional funds are being 
released.  This included $15,000 provided to International Ministries missionary Kristy Engel.  These 
funds will be used by future medical teams going into Haiti.  The money will help transport the teams by 
bus and cargo truck, as well as help provide medicines and medical supplies to be used by the team 
while in Haiti.   
        
Baptist partners from around the world have also generously responded to the need for aid in Haiti.  
Contributions received by International Ministries for relief in Haiti include: 

o $8,744 from the Angami Baptist Church Council in Northeast India 
o $5,000 from the Baptist Education and Missionary Institute in El Salvador 
o $4,800 from the Kwun Tong Swatow Baptist Church of Hong Kong 
o $3,000 from the Iglesia Bautista Shalom in Mexico City 
o $1,441.38 from Convencion Bautista Nicaragua in Nicaragua 
o $1,423.84 from Nicaraguan Council of Evangelical Churches, Managua, Nicaragua 
o $1,000 from the Bellasore Technical School in Bellasore, India 
o $1,000 from the Seminario Bautista in Mexico City 
o $217 from Primera Iglesia Bautista de Managua, Nicaragua pastored by Rev. Dr. 

Gustavo Parajon, retired IM missionary 

International Ministries missionaries engaged in the relief and response efforts include Madeline Flores-
Lopez who is coordinating the volunteers arriving in the Dominican Republic on their way across the 
border into Haiti, and pediatric nurse Kristy Engel who is transporting the medical teams and working with 
them on site.  Both Madeline and Kristy are based in the Dominican Republic. Medical missionaries 
Nancy (nurse) and Steve (doctor) James, medical missionaries based in northern Haiti, in Limbe.  Also 
present are missionaries to Nicaragua ï Ketly and Vital Pierre who have family and friends in Haiti.  
Former missionary in Haiti, Herb Rogers arrived in February.  He will be assisting with reconstruction 
efforts during his two-month stay.  Herb was happy to report that the town of Grand Goave now has a 
clean water supply.  People in the community have demolished dangerous buildings and are working to 
clear the rubble.  A structural engineer has arrived to inspect the church and other buildings for damage.   
         
Donations to One Great Hour of Sharing continue to be needed for further projects.  Donors can give 
through the IM website: www.internationalministries.org/items/80 or by check to: ñOGHS- Haiti 
Earthquake Reliefò and mailed to International Ministries, PO Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482-0851.  
Support can also be given by American Baptists through their church by making checks payable to the 
church with ñOne Great Hour of Sharing ï Haiti Earthquake Reliefò written in the memo section.  These 
gifts will be sent from the church through the American Baptist region and then to International Ministries.  
One Great Hour of Sharing is administered by the World Relief Committee of the General Board.  The 
Committee facilitates American Baptist emergency relief, disaster rehabilitation, refugee work, and 
development assistance by establishing policy guidelines and overseeing distribution of the annual One 
Great Hour of Sharing offering.  
 
Jill Mussel, International Ministries  
Communications  

http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx
http://www.internationalministries.org/items/80
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Current Status of Chilean Earthquake Relief 
 
$20,000 in One Great Hour of Sharing funds have been sent through International Ministries in response 
to the 8.8 earthquake that jolted Chile on the morning of February 27. 
         
American Baptist Missionaries in Chile, Barbara and Dwight Bolick were in the U.S. when the disaster 
struck.  Now that American Airlines has reopened flights to Chile, the Bolicks will be returning on March 
15.  They have been in contact with Pastor Lord Merino, Director of the Baptist District in south Chile.  
The Bolicks are posting regular news and information on their Facebook page and on the International 
Ministries website at www.internationalministries.org/places/chile 
 
On March 6, IM received word from Mario Ramos, the President of the Chilean Baptist Convention.  
Ramos wrote, ñThe panorama is desolate.  The smell of dead fish is terrible.  The desolation of the people 
is a nightmare.ò  In spite of the fact that many peopleôs homes had been wiped out by the tsunami and 
that theyôd lost everything, the people were grateful to be alive. 
Together with pastors and lay leaders, three trucks went to Penco, Concepción, Los Angeles and Laja.  
They delivered items such as food, flashlights, batteries and water.  Ramos further observed, "The 
hardest thing to see, apart from so much destruction, was the peopleôs hunger.  To rise up as a country 
the first thing we need to do is eat, and the people are so hungry that it seems difficult for them even to 
rise up.  As the curfew was about to fall, we were giving away even the crumbs of bread we had in our 
pockets.  To have a little clean water was a privilege.ò 
         
Donations to One Great Hour of Sharing continue to be needed in response to vast needs in Chile.  
Donors can give through the IM website: www.internationalministries.org/items/81 or by check to: ñOGHS 
ï Chile Earthquake Reliefò and mailed to International Ministries, PO Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482-
0851.  Support can also be given by American Baptists through their church by making checks payable to 
the church with ñOne Great Hour of Sharing ï Chile Earthquake Reliefò written in the memo section.  
These gifts will be sent from the church through the American Baptist region and then to International 
Ministries.  
 
One Great Hour of Sharing is administered by the World Relief Committee of the General Board.  The 
Committee facilitates American Baptist emergency relief, disaster rehabilitation, refugee work, and 
development assistance by establishing policy guidelines and overseeing distribution of the annual One 
Great Hour of Sharing offering.  

http://www.internationalministries.org/places/chile
http://www.internationalministries.org/items/81
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NEWS FROM ABC INSTITUTIONS 

 

One Hope United    Young Women of Action 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


