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Metro Chicago 

eWind 
Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and... 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...  (Acts 2:2-3, TEV) 
  

Weekly Electronic Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
A patchwork of varied news and announcements 

from our churches, communities, denomination and other organizations, 
covering a wide variety of interests reflecting the diversity of our region 

 

February 25, 2010 
 

 
 

“You whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, 
saying to you, „You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off‟; 

do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” 

 
Isaiah 41:9-10 
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NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER 
 
Thanks to all who participated in the Ministers Council Retreat at the beginning of the week, and 
especially to Joe Kutter, Interim Executive Director of the National Ministers Council, who led our 
sessions and made it possible through a grant from the Lilly Endowment. 
 
Again, I urge participation in the Risk Management Seminar on the morning of Saturday, March 6th at 
North Shore Baptist Church. This is important stuff for churches and related ministries.  If you haven't 
signed up yet, please do so now. 
 
Larry 
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Directory Update 
 
As you may know, we are in the process of updating the ABCMC Directory for 2010.  If you have not 
completed a directory update form for either the church (pastors/administrators) or yourself, please do so 
ASAP!  If you have already returned your form, thank you! 
 
Veronica 

 

Recommended Lenten Reading for Baptists 
 
How are you observing the Lenten season?  For fresh ideas for observing Lent read “12 Ways Baptists 
Can Observe Lent,” by Mark Johnson, a senior minister at Central Baptist Church in Lexington, Ky.  The 
article can be accessed at Ethicsdaily.com using eh link below:   
 

"12 Ways Baptists Can Observe Lent" 

http://www.ethicsdaily.com/news.php?viewStory=15648  

 

Thinking Theologically 
 
This week Larry Greenfield states, “In that case, even I would join the tea parties.”  In what case?  Read 
Thinking Theologically starting on page 11 of this eWind to find out. 

 

 
NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS 
 

Healing in the Face of Catastrophic Tragedy ï Lecture @ Lake Street 

Church 
 
Date: Sunday, February 28, 2010 
Time: 12:15pm - 1:30pm 
Location:   Lake Street Church Parker Room 
607 Lake Street, Evanston 
  
I cannot imagine what it will take to bring relief to Haiti in the long run. Nor can I imagine the long term 
psychological ramifications of living through such heinous destruction. 
 
The Interfaith Committee has had in the works a talk by local psychologist, Dr. Jorge Partida, author of 
The Promise of the Fifth Sun: Ancestral Journey of Self Discovery.  In light of the earthquake in Haiti, we 
have asked Dr. Partida to cater his discussion to long-term healing in the face of catastrophic tragedy. 
What will it take for the people of Haiti to heal from this tragedy? What about Haitians in the Diaspora? 
What role can/should the global community take in such healing? 

 

http://www.ethicsdaily.com/news.php?viewStory=15648
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Women in Ministry Event at Irving Park Baptist Church 
 

“A Life Lived From Conscience” 
Fr. Roy Bourgeois, Maryknoll Missioners 

Speaks on Women‟s Equality and Leadership in the Catholic Church 
Tuesday, March 2, 2010 

7 p.m. 
Irving Park Baptist Church 

4401 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago, IL 60641 
$15 at the door 

For more info call 773-736-2562 or email March2Roy@gmail.com 
Fr. Roy is best known for his efforts to close the School of Americas and has been nominated for the 

Nobel Peace Prize. 

 
ABCUSA NEWS 
Visit the American Baptist News Service for complete articles and current ABC-USA news at  
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx  
 

More than $1 Million Given for Haiti Earthquake Relief 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 2/25/10)ð Within a month after the devastating January 12 earthquake in 
Haiti, American Baptists overwhelmingly responded with more than $1 million for relief efforts in that 
Caribbean nation.  These funds represent gifts by local congregations and individuals during the initial 
weeks after the earthquake as well as direct donations to International Ministries (IM) provided through 
mid-February. 
 
Additional contributions have been sent from some of IM‟s Christian partners.  These include $5,200 from 
El Salvador‟s Baptist Educational and Missionary Institution (IMEBES) and First Baptist Church in San 
Salvador; $1,000 from the Baptist Seminary of Mexico; $8,744 from the Nagaland Baptist Church Council 
(northeast India); and $4,800 from the Kwun Tong Swatow Baptist Church of Hong Kong. 
 
Funds are being allocated for the first two phases of Haiti earthquake response.  The first phase of relief 
includes the provision of medical and pharmaceutical supplies and the support of medical care through 
short-term work teams and local and missionary staff.  Food, water and shelter supplies are also being 
distributed through church connections. 
 
In the second phase, recovery funds will be allocated for continuing medical care for earthquake victims, 
for scholarship support for students who have had to move because their schools have been destroyed, 
for transitional housing and for micro-credit and other economic development approaches that will allow 
earthquake sufferers to move towards self sufficiency. 
 
Additional donations will be required for the rebuilding phase that will include reconstruction of medical 
facilities, orphanages, schools, housing and church buildings.  In association with the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship, facilities are being prepared to host work teams that will serve under local Haitian leadership 
in these efforts. 
 
One of the challenges faced by International Ministries‟ primary partner, the Convention of Baptists in 
Haiti (CBH), is that many families in communities outside the direct earthquake area have generously 
opened their homes to families, friends and strangers who have left the earthquake zone in a search for 
safety.  The population of many towns has doubled and this increase is stretching medical, educational, 
public sanitation and the food and water infrastructure.  The generous hosts who have been sharing their 
food supplies and have spent their financial reserves in caring for the displaced families will now also be 
vulnerable because of their generosity.  The church women‟s groups and pastors are assisting both the 
displaced people and their generous hosts. 

mailto:March2Roy@gmail.com
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx
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During a recent Haiti trip to meet and plan with the CBH leaders, José Norat Rodríguez, IM Area Director 
of Iberoamerica and the Caribbean, said, “I was impressed with the commitment of the leaders of the 
Convention.  They told me over and over again that the priority is to help the people of Haiti to recover 
their lives and that the rebuilding of the church buildings will be done after the peoples‟ lives are restored”. 
 
In a pastoral letter, CBH General Secretary Emmanuel Pierre wrote, “The Haiti Baptist Convention 
continues to invite its partners to come and see, to send medical teams and work groups, to ship 
supplies, and to support child development programs, university students scholarship programs, little 
business loan programs, etc.” 
 
In response, Dr. Reid Trulson, IM‟s Executive Director, and Ruth Clarke President of the IM board, plan to 
visit Haiti along with Dr. A. Roy Medley, General Secretary of the American Baptist Churches USA, and 
leaders of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.  They will take part in church prayer meetings and visit with 
earthquake victims and missionary and frontline Haitian workers as well as observe relief and recovery 
projects. 
 
Volunteer medical teams are continuing to be sent into Haiti under the supervision of IM missionary in the 
Dominican Republic, Kristy Engel.  Doctors and physician assistants are still needed for medical clinics. 
They can send an email to BIMvolunteers@abc-usa.org to register.   
 
Donations also continue to be needed.  Donors can give through the IM website: 
www.internationalministries.org/items/80, or by check to: “OGHS – Haiti Earthquake Relief” and mailed to: 
International Ministries, P.O. Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482-0851.  Support can also be given by 
American Baptists through their church by making checks payable to the church with “One Great Hour of 
Sharing – Haiti Earthquake Relief” written in the memo section.  These gifts will be sent from the church 
through the American Baptist region and then to International Ministries. 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing is administered by the World Relief Committee of the General Board.  The 
Committee facilitates American Baptist emergency relief, disaster rehabilitation, refugee work, and 
development assistance by establishing policy guidelines and overseeing distribution of the annual One 
Great Hour of Sharing offering. 
 
Expiring soon is a tax relief law that allows people who contribute to Haiti earthquake relief by March 1, 
2010 to take a tax deduction for the contribution on their 2009 tax return.  This means donors can receive 
an immediate tax benefit, rather than having to wait until they file next year‟s return. Donors may deduct 
these contributions on either their 2009 or 2010 returns, but not both. See: 
www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=218645,00.html?portlet=7 
 

mailto:BIMvolunteers@abc-usa.org
http://www.internationalministries.org/items/80
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=218645,00.html?portlet=7
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=218645,00.html?portlet=7
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NEWS FROM ABC INSTITUTIONS 
 

2010 Camp Grow Schedule 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 8 

HEALTHCARE NEWS 
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IMMIGRATION NEWS 
 

Comprehensive Immigration Reform 

 
Immigration in the United States is not a simple issue.  It is not as simple as saying, “If people come here 
legally fine; if they come here illegally, send them back.”  Immigrants in the United States, whether they 
arrived here legally or illegally, are working, paying taxes and raising families like the rest of us. 
 
American Baptists have long recognized that immigration and immigration laws are complex issues 
requiring more than glib dismissal.  We are talking about human beings here.  Wherever they come from, 
human beings are created in God‟s image and beloved of our Creator.  All people are worthy of fairness 
and justice and compassion. 
 
Since June of 1982 the General Board of the American Baptist Churches has had a policy on immigration 
and refugee policy.  You may read this document at http://www.abc-
usa.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=sb4Hh%2bQXhqw%3d&tabid=199 .  In June of 2007 American Baptists 
adopted a declaration on immigration reform:  the declaration was based on the policy statement.  Read 
the declaration at http://www.abc-usa.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=8Xgw7KKWJ1k%3d&tabid=199 . 
 
American Baptists have agreed that we need to reform US immigration policy in ways based on 
awareness of our own dependence as well as that or our churches and communities upon the labor of 
immigrant workers.  We are encouraged to support the reform and just enforcement of immigration 
policies in ways that safeguard the dignity of all immigrants; oppose anti-immigrant policies on local, state 
and federal levels; support the rights of all residents of the US to receive services from public agencies; 
affirm the right of all persons to work without abuse or exploitation and to receive fair compensation; 
affirm the right of immigrants to celebrate and retain their own native cultures; and provide admissions 
policies into the US that (re)unite and keep families together.  Our policy furthermore includes the 
statement, “We believe that for practical and humane reasons there should be a process for out-of-status 
undocumented persons whose conduct meets naturalization requirements to earn their legal status and 
pursue an eventual path to earned citizenship.” 
 
In the coming months the US Congress will have the opportunity to consider reform of our immigration 
laws.  One of those proposals will be the H.R. 4321 Comprehensive Immigration Reform for America‟s 
Security and Prosperity Act of 2009 (CIR ASAP).  A summary of the bill is at http://icirr.org/en/reform-
immigration-america/cir-asap-whats-bill/4235.  A one-page printer-friendly version of the summary is at 
http://icirr.org/sites/default/files/CIRASAPonepager.pdf.  A more detailed summary is at 
http://reformimmigrationforamerica.org/blog/summary-of-representative-gutierrezs-cir-asap-act/ .You can 
read the text of the bill at http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h111-4321 .  The spirit of the 
bill is in keeping with American Baptist positions on the issue. 
 
We need to examine this bill and others that may be proposed to determine whether a bill is acceptable to 
us.  We need to discuss these matters with others in our families and churches.  We also need to be in 
touch with our representatives in congress, learn what they are thinking, and let them know what we are 
thinking.  Our immigration laws need to be improved.  Let‟s do what we can to make sure needed 
improvements are made in a way that will be fair and just to all. 

 
 

http://www.abc-usa.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=sb4Hh%2bQXhqw%3d&tabid=199
http://www.abc-usa.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=sb4Hh%2bQXhqw%3d&tabid=199
http://www.abc-usa.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=8Xgw7KKWJ1k%3d&tabid=199
http://icirr.org/en/reform-immigration-america/cir-asap-whats-bill/4235
http://icirr.org/en/reform-immigration-america/cir-asap-whats-bill/4235
http://icirr.org/sites/default/files/CIRASAPonepager.pdf
http://reformimmigrationforamerica.org/blog/summary-of-representative-gutierrezs-cir-asap-act/
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h111-4321
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PRAYER REQUESTS  
 
Please pray for the people of Haiti. 
 
Please pray for Haitian American Baptist churches throughout the United States and Puerto Rico. 
 
Please pray for world peace. 
 
Please pray for our troops and our government.   
 
Please pray and take action for real reform of the health care system in the United States. 
 
Please pray for all persons facing job loss and job searches in the current economy. 
 
Please pray for all children who are homeless and/or hungry. 
 
Please pray for ABCMC staff and all ABCMC churches for effective Christian witness and service in 2010. 
 

CALENDAR 
 
February 28 ï Soup and Song Concert, 11:45 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. @ The South Church, 501 S. Emerson 
Street, Mount Prospect, IL. 
 
March 2 ï “A Life Lived from Conscience,” an evening with Nobel Peace Prize Nominee Fr. Roy 
Bourgeois, MM, 7:00 p.m. @ Irving Park Baptist Church, Chicago 
 
March 6 ï Risk Management Seminar for Churches, sponsored by ABCMC, 9:00 – 11:30 a.m., North 
Shore Baptist Church 
 
March 7 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Anne and Howard Gottlieb Hall, 38 S. Prairie, 
Chicago, 4 p.m. 
 
March 13 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490 
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m. 
 

April 18 ï One Hope United (formerly Kids Hope United) Mad Hatters Tea Party, The Lehmann 

Mansion, 485 Milwaukee Avenue, Lake Villa, Illinois  

May 15 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490 
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m. 
 
May 16 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Pilgrim Congregational Church, 460 Lake Street, Oak 
Park, 4 p.m. 
 
 
The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  We email the newsletter each Thursday.  We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments.  Please send them to 
office@abcmc.org. If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, please let us know via email at office@abcmc.org. 
 
 

mailto:office@abcmc.org
mailto:office@abcmc.org
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THINKING THEOLOGICALLY ABOUT THE COMMON GOOD 
 

February 23, 2010 

 

ñTea Partiesò 

 

Iôm a tea drinker, in the morning, alone. I donôt, that is, attend tea parties, whether they be of the 

social or, more recently, the political types. 

 

In fact, I couldnôt care less about the light and polite tea parties that occur in late afternoons. Iôve 

got more interesting ways of satisfying my social instincts ï a raucous theological discussion at 

any time of the day or night, for example. 

 

But who could not be intrigued ï especially if one cares about democracy ï by those boisterous 

and angry tea partiers who take their name and cause from the early American patriots who 

dumped British tea in the Boston harbor to protest unreasonable and unrepresented taxation? 

 

Oh sure, some ï maybe many ï take curious note of them but then quickly dismiss these tea-

identified protestors as simply malcontents and right wing nuts who are inordinately concerned 

that the government is an uninvited invasive species into their billfolds and purses and, even 

more importantly, their unrestrained freedom to do whatever they damn-well please. 

 

But Iôm not convinced that this small but persistent fringe of political (and religious) extremists 

in American life represents the heart and bulk of the tea party movement, despite the attempt of 

the right wingers to co-opt the tea partiers into the ranks of fanaticism. If Iôm reading them 

correctly, many seem instead to be legitimately anxious about the immediate and long-term 

stability of the ñAmerican way of lifeò for themselves and their families as well as the nation 

itself. Something important, they believe, is at risk, however much they recognize that drastic 

governmental action was needed to avoid a national and worldwide economic collapse over the 

past year. 

 

So it is understandable that the Christians among the tea partiers might find solace and support in 

the story from the Gospel of Luke (13: 31-35) in which the Pharisees (of all people) come to 

Jesus to warn him that Herod Antipas is out to kill him, as had been the fate of John the Baptist, 

and to plead with Jesus that he go into hiding. But rather than heeding the counsel of the friendly 

Pharisees, Jesus directs them to: ñGo and tell that fox, on my behalf, what Iôm up to.ò 

 

Doesnôt that business of the telling the ñfoxò (read: the sly and self-serving government) that Iôm 

not going into hiding and not keeping quiet and not stopping what Iôm doing, doesnôt that have 

the ring of the tea partiers today? 

 

Iôm persuaded it does. 

 

But might this narrative from Luke also invite the Christian tea partiers, along with the rest of us 

in the Christian family, into a discussion about what the proper role of government is and the 

place of taxation within that proper role? 
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Jesus directs the worried Pharisees not just to tell the fox-of-a-government that he wonôt be 

silenced or inactivated but also to tell Herod that he will continue doing what must be done for 

there to be the kind of human community that God wills for the whole world. 

 

ñTell Herod this,ò Jesus says, ñListen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and 

tomorrow and until this work of mine is done.ò 

 

We Christians today can interpret these words of Jesus as our own mandate: that for all the 

inattention and lack of concern of government for the real needs of human beings and human 

communities ï the casting out of personal and social demons and the healing of individual and 

communal bodies ï the Christian community will not be silenced or deterred in these 

commissions. 

 

But can we be satisfied, in our Christian calling today, only by doing on our own the things that 

government ought to be doing for all of its citizens and all of its communities? 

 

Or, as Christians living in a democracy, do we also have the calling ï the religious vocation ï to 

be involved in the political process to advocate for governments accepting what are their 

appropriate responsibilities? 

 

I donôt doubt that this political vocation of Christians in a democracy now includes concerns 

about what the tea partiers are calling our attention to ï about fiscal responsibility, about the 

dangers of excessive national debt, about the intrusion of government into private lives, about 

restrictions of guaranteed rights and freedoms. Those are issues that deserve, for the common 

good, our Christian perspectives in public discourse and debate. 

 

But that is only to suggest that we Christians ought to be in serious discussions with one another 

and with our fellow citizens in the wider community about a whole range of issues that must 

include the roles of government, the issues of taxation, and how we help continue to create the 

conditions for human flourishing. 

 

Possibly those discussions could take place while tea is being served. In that case, even I would 

join the tea parties. 

 


