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Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and...
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit... (Acts 2:2-3, TEV)
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“You whom | took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners,
saying to you, ‘You are my servant, | have chosen you and not cast you off’;
do not fear, for | am with you, do not be afraid, for | am your God,;
| will strengthen you, | will help you, | will uphold you with my victorious right hand.”

Isaiah 41:9-10
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NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER

I'm sensing I’'m increasingly unnecessary in my nursing responsibilities for Barbara. We visited the
surgeon yesterday and he gave her the thumbs up on all fronts, encouraging her to keep up with the post-
surgery therapies. Thanks again for your thoughts and prayers as we've experienced God's healing
power though the hands of dedicated health care professionals. I'll be back in Chicago next week for the
Minister's Council Retreat and beyond.

PLEASE give attention to the announcement on the RISK MANAGEMENT SEMINAR on March 6™ and
my note about David Ball's law firm.

There are some announcements about forthcoming events related to health care reform and immigration
-- both of which are high priorities for ABCUSA and ABCMC. When we are called (even now) to give
account of ourselves before God, may it be said of each one of us that we used every opportunity to heal
the sick and welcome the stranger.

In the cause of the Evangel,

Larry




ABCMC NEWS - Risk Management Seminar

TO: ABCMC Clergy, Congregations and Organizations
ABCMC Chairs of Boards of Trustees and/or Finance Committees
Other Interested Individuals

FROM: Larry Greenfield, Executive Minister

RE: Risk Management Seminar (Registration Form Attached)
Saturday, March 6, 2010
9:00 - 11:30 a.m.

North Shore Baptist Church
5244 N. Lakewood
Chicago, IL 60640

This will not be the most exciting event the Region has ever sponsored or will hold in the future.

But, on the practical level at least, it may well be one of the most important — if we care about
the future of our congregations and organizations.

Let me put it this way: just by being an organization we take on risks, especially legal risks that
have significant financial implications, including being sued for things we think we may or may
not be responsible for.

This is increasingly more the case for religious organizations — congregations, religiously
affiliated institutions, and faith-based organizations. In this situation, all of our assets (not just
the dollars on-hand, but anything of material value) are at risk.

Our “liability” has to do with some of the normal or regular things we do as religious
organizations — for example, Christian education with children and youth, pastoral care,
community service, and even just coming in and out of our buildings.

But some churches and organizations put themselves at further risk (appropriately) by also
allowing (or encouraging) others to use our facilities without charge or as a source of income.

There are, however, many things we can do to significantly reduce or minimize our
liabilities and risks.

And that’s what this seminar is to help all of us accomplish.
We’ve invited the Rev. Dr. David Ball — an American Baptist minister, ethicist, theologian, and,
most importantly for our purposes, a practicing attorney who specializes in religion and law,

with particular attention to risk management — to lead this seminar on March 6.

(I’ve experienced this seminar myself and found it exceedingly helpful.)




Every church and organization in ABCMC ought to have representatives attending, so they can
be prepared themselves and to share the information and training with their home church,
institution, or organization.

Because there will be materials distributed at the seminar, it is important for us to have a count of
how many will be attending.

Please complete the form on the bottom of this page and return it to VVeronica via fax (773) 634-
1496, email @ veronica@abcmc.org, or via regular mail (ABCMC) by February 26", indicating
the number of people attending from your church and their names, if possible. (For email, feel
free to just email Veronica the information without the form.)

The seminar is being offered without charge to members of ABCMC, so I can’t see that there
will be any excuse for passing up this opportunity.

Look forward to seeing you there.

Larry
Risk Management Seminar
Saturday, March 6, 2010
North Shore Baptist Church
Registration Form
Church Name: # of People Attending:

Please list the names of each person you are registering, if they have already been identified. If
they have not been identified, just indicate the number you plan to send from your church on the
line above.

Names:

Return this form to Veronica via fax @ (773) 634-1496, email @ veronica@abcmc.org, or via
regular mail (ABCMC, P.O. Box 15127, Chicago, Illinois 60615) by February 26™ Thank you!
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David Ball's Law Firm

| thought it might be helpful to share how the law firm of David Ball (who will be leading our Risk
Management Seminar on March 6”‘) describes its work with reference to religion and law. The attached
statement from the firm's webpage describes the firms work in this area. | trust this will explain further
why we've asked Dr. Ball to lead the Risk Management seminar.

Larry

\\\%«

Directory Update

As you may know, we are in the process of updating the ABCMC Directory for 2010. If you have not
completed a directory update form for either the church (pastors/administrators) or yourself, please do so
by February 26", I will distribute the forms again this weekend. If you have already returned your form,
thank you!

Veronica

Recommended Lenten Reading for Baptists

How are you observing the Lenten season? For fresh ideas for observing Lent read “12 Ways Baptists
Can Observe Lent,” by Mark Johnson, a senior minister at Central Baptist Church in Lexington, Ky. The
article can be accessed at Ethicsdaily.com using eh link below:

"12 Ways Baptists Can Observe Lent"
http://www.ethicsdaily.com/news.php?viewStory=15648

Thinking Theologically

Check back next week for Larry Greenfield’s column, Thinking Theologically.

NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS

Organization Seeking to Rent Parsonage

Greetings from SCUPE (Seminary Consortium for Urban Pastoral Education). We are looking for a local
Chicago church that has a vacant parsonage for rent. SCUPE has groups of students coming from
Europe in an exchange with the Swiss Reformed Church, and we would like to work out an equitable
rental agreement with a church parsonage that could be used to house these pastors on sabbatical. If
either of you know of a church (in Chicago) we should contact that might have a house for rent, please
call me back at (312) 726-1200 x239, or C: (773) 738 3421. or roger@scupe.com.

Blessings,

Roger Johnson -- SCUPE
200 N. Michigan Ave, # 502
Chicago, IL 60601

W: 312 726 1200 x239

C: 7737383421
roger@scupe.com
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Women in Ministry Event at Irving Park Baptist Church
Please consider including the following announcement in your church bulletin this and/or next Sunday!

“A Life Lived From Conscience”
Fr. Roy Bourgeois, Maryknoll Missioners
Speaks on Women’s Equality and Leadership in the Catholic Church
Tuesday, March 2, 2010
7 p.m.
Irving Park Baptist Church
4401 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago, IL 60641
$15 at the door
For more info. 773-736-2562 or email March2Roy@gmail.com
Fr. Roy is best known for his efforts to close the School of Americas and has been nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize.

“Una vida de buenas conciencias”
El Padre Roy Bourgeois, misionero de Maryknoll,
Habla a la egalidad por las mujeres y liderazgo en la iglesia catholica:
2 martes 2010
7 p.m.
Irving Park Baptist Church/Iglesia Bautista de Irving Park
4401 al oeste de la calle de Irving Park, Chicago, IL 60641
$15.00 a la puerta
Si se busquen mas informacion, llamen a 773-736-2562 o
manden por correo electronico a March2Roy@gmail.com.
El P. Roy es mas conocido por sus esfuerzas a cerrar la Escuela de las Américas y ha sido nominado
por el Premio de Paz de Nobel.

ABCUSA NEWS

Visit the American Baptist News Service for complete articles and current ABC-USA news at
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx

Ford Announced as Stewardship Facilitator

VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 1/12/10)—Mission Resource Development of American Baptist Churches
USA is pleased to announce that Rev. Soozi Whitten Ford has been employed as Stewardship Facilitator,
beginning February 15, 2010. This is a part-time, deployed position.

Rev. Ford currently serves as associate executive minister for Mid-American Baptist Churches, where she
is responsible for ABC mission education, resources and support, and stewardship education. She
provides staff support to AB Women’s Ministries, the region annual gathering committee, and the region’s
Ministry Mission and Stewardship Team. She is passionate about assisting churches in the areas of
stewardship and generosity, and enjoys working with congregations in renewal and transformation. She
enjoys leading churches and individuals in life-changing international mission encounters.

Rev. Ford will continue these responsibilities as she adds work in the area of national stewardship
education. This one-third time position will involve working with regional Executive Ministers and their
staff on issues of stewardship education, as well as developing materials, leading workshops and writing
for the website. “l am excited for the opportunity to work with the wider ABC family as together we
continue to grow and develop generous and faithful disciples of Christ,” she said.
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Haiti Relief from the U.S. and Half a World Away

VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 2/12/10)—$303,000 has been given to International Ministries in response
to the January 12th Haiti earthquake with one of the latest contributions coming from half a world away.
At its 125th anniversary celebration, the Angami Baptist Church Council, part of the Nagaland Baptist
Church Council, collected $8,744 to fund Haiti relief efforts through International Ministries (IM).

The council, an IM partner for more than a century, also collected $5,920 in support of IM’s mission that
reaches people in more than 70 countries. The Angami is one of many tribes in Nagaland, a state in the
northeastern portion of India. In 1885, four Angamis became Christians; today 27,245 members are part
of 104 Angami Baptist churches.

Kristy Engel, a pediatric nurse practitioner and IM missionary in the Dominican Republic (DR), and Vital
and Ketly Pierre, IM missionaries in Nicaragua, have been overseeing medical care for Haiti earthquake
victims not served by any other groups. Rotating teams, composed of volunteer professional medical
personnel from the U.S. and elsewhere, travel from the DR each week to Port-au-Prince. Temporary
clinics are set up in schools and church buildings.

Donations continue to be needed. Donors can give through the IM website:
www.internationalministries.org/items/80, or by check to: “OGHS — Haiti Earthquake Relief” and mailed to:
International Ministries, P.O. Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482-0851.

Support can also be given by American Baptists through their church by making checks payable to the
church with “One Great Hour of Sharing — Haiti Earthquake Relief” written in the memo section. These
gifts will be sent from the church through the American Baptist region and then to International Ministries.

A new tax relief law allows people who contribute to Haiti earthquake relief by March 1, 2010 to take a tax
deduction for the contribution on their 2009 tax return. This means donors can receive an immediate tax
benefit, rather than having to wait until they file next year’s return. Donors may deduct these contributions
on either their 2009 or 2010 returns, but not both. See:
www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=218645,00.htm|?portlet=7
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NEWS FROM ABC INSTITUTIONS

2010 Camp Grow Schedule

2010 Camp Grow Seasonal Program Schedule
Don't let anyone look down en you because you are young, but set an example for the
believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 1 Timethy 4:12 (NIT)
Date Program / Grade entering
May 14-16 Spring Work Weekend
May 28-31 Mem. Day Weekend / open for guest groups
June 24 Guest group
June 14-18 Summer Mimistry Team tramming
Jume 18-20 Guest sroup
June 20-26 Trailblazers 1 {4-6 grade) / Explorers 1 (6-9 grade)
June 20 - July 3 Duzcipleship Adventure / (11-12 grade)
June 21 Scramble for Scholarships
Jume 23 - August 4 Wednesday mght community cookouts at 5:30
June 27 - July 3 Family Camp 1 (program in English)
July 4-10 Family Camp 2 (program in English)
July 11-14 Pioneers / 2-4 grade
July 11-17 Trailblazers 2 (4-6 grade)
July 11-24 Leadership Development Camp / (10-12 grade)
July 18-24 Explorers 2 (6-9 grade)
July 25 - July 31 Guest group
August 1-7 Semior High Adventure Camp / (2-12 grade)
Augunst & 50th anniversary banguet at Camp Grow
August 8-10 50th anmiversary alummni celebration
August 11-14 Famuly Camp 3 (program in Spanish)
Angust 15-18 Family Camp 4 (Chrnistian homeschool families)
September 3-6 Labor Day Weekend / open for guest groups
October 1-3 Fall Harvest Moon Famuly Weekend
October 9 50th anniversary celebration banguet in Chicago
October 15-17 Fall Work Weekend

* The hme Trailblazers and Explorers programs will nm concurrently, but each will
have its own activity periods, campfire programs, Bible studies and housing.




HEALTHCARE NEWS

February 24 Pre-Summit Vigil
This invitation is from Health Care for America Now! All clergy and laity from ABCMC are welcome to
attend.

On Thursday, February 25, 2010 in Washington, DC President Obama and Congress will hold a Health
Care Summit to determine what will be in the final health care reform bill.
In the meantime:
Aetna Plans to Drop 650,000 members
Blue Cross Plans to Raise Rates by 39%
2,500 People Will Go Bankrupt Each Day

Let’s tell our government what we expect from reform. Health Care for America Now! invites us all to a
pre-summit vigil at the Chicago Temple in the loop.

Call to Action!
When: Wednesday, February 24, 2010 6:00 — 7:00 PM
Where: Chicago Temple, 77 W. Washington Street, Chicago

The purpose of this vigil is to give strength to our congressional leadership and define exactly what we
want out of their negotiations. We have commitments from Rep. Jan Schakowsky’s staff to be there (to

read a statement from the Rep.). We are also reaching out to other Congressional offices. The reps will
be in DC but we are inviting key staff members. Also, we would like to invite faith leaders to participate.

IMMIGRATION NEWS

. . Q
Immigration Forum Saturday, February 20 C@%& Y
st
The lllinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (ICIRR) will host a forum on K//’/\/“'\( N
immigration and immigration reform on Saturday, February 20, 2010 in Palatine. The (// ,@
program will take place in Atherton Hall at the Countryside Church Unitarian Universalist, (gé \%/
1025 N. Smith Street. \ N
{
L
The schedule for the day will be: /Ml
9:30-11 a.m. — Panel Discussion Ll/f/?%\
(IR !

11 - 12 p.m. — Group Discussion and Workshop

The program will address many questions about immigration reform, including:
1 What's the problem with our immigration system?
1 How does it affect Americans and immigrants?
1 Why does immigration reform cause such tension?
1 Can we afford comprehensive immigration reform?

Get answers to these and your questions at Saturday’s immigration forum for suburban residents.
Speakers will include experts on the immigration system and legislative proposals in Congress. All are
welcome to attend this informative event. RSVP by February 19 to Valerie Ihara at
valerieihara@gmail.com.




PRAYER REQUESTS

Please pray for Barbara Greenfield’s recovery from recent surgery.
Please pray for the people of Haiti.

Please pray for Haitian American Baptist churches throughout the United States and Puerto
Rico.

Please pray for world peace.

Please pray for our troops and our government.

Please pray and take action for real reform of the health care system in the United States.
Please pray for all persons facing job loss and job searches in the current economy.
Please pray for all children who are homeless and/or hungry.

Please pray for ABCMC staff and all ABCMC churches for effective Christian witness and service in 2010.

CALENDAR

February 22 and 23 — Minister’'s Council Retreat @ The Cenacle Retreat and Conference Center, 513
Fullerton, Chicago.

February 28 — Soup and Song Concert, 11:45 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. @ The South Church, 501 S. Emerson
Street, Mount Prospect, IL.

March 2 — “A Life Lived from Conscience,” an evening with Nobel Peace Prize Nominee Fr. Roy
Bourgeois, MM, 7:00 p.m. @ Irving Park Baptist Church, Chicago

March 6 — Risk Management Seminar for Churches, sponsored by ABCMC, 9:00 — 11:30 a.m., North
Shore Baptist Church

March 7 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Anne and Howard Gottlieb Hall, 38 S. Prairie,
Chicago, 4 p.m.

March 13 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m.

April 18 — One Hope United (formerly Kids Hope United) Mad Hatters Tea Party, The Lehmann
Mansion, 485 Milwaukee Avenue, Lake Villa, lllinois

May 15 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m.

May 16 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Pilgrim Congregational Church, 460 Lake Street, Oak
Park, 4 p.m.

The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago. The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago. We email the newsletter each Thursday. We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments. Please send them to
office@abcmec.org. If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, please let us know via email at office@abcmc.org.
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