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Metro Chicago 

eWind 
Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and... 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...  (Acts 2:2-3, TEV) 
  

Weekly Electronic Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
A patchwork of varied news and announcements 

from our churches, communities, denomination and other organizations, 
covering a wide variety of interests reflecting the diversity of our region 

 

February 11, 2010 
 

 
 

―You whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, 
saying to you, ‗You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off‘; 

do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.‖ 

 
Isaiah 41:9-10 
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NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER 
 
Many thanks to Rev. Eddie Cruz of National Ministries/ABCUSA for leading us in inspiring worship and 
guiding us on the American for Christ Offering at the Family Council meeting last Saturday. 
 
And thanks to everyone at Irving Park Baptist Church for their hospitality. 
 
Please take a moment to read my memo (next page) on the forthcoming (Saturday, March 6) Risk 
Management Seminar. 
 
Finally, thanks for your thoughts and prayers for Barbara.  We expect she will be coming home tomorrow 
(Friday, February 12).  That means I'll be working at being a nurse for the coming week.  Please don't 
hesitate to call me on the cell phone (312-497-0688) or by e-mail (larry@abcmc.org). 
 
Larry 
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ABCMC NEWS – Risk Management Seminar 
 

TO:  ABCMC Clergy, Congregations and Organizations 

  ABCMC Chairs of Boards of Trustees and/or Finance Committees 

  Other Interested Individuals 

 

FROM: Larry Greenfield, Executive Minister 

 

RE:  Risk Management Seminar (Registration Form Attached) 

  Saturday, March 6, 2010 

  9:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

  North Shore Baptist Church 

  5244 N. Lakewood 

  Chicago, IL 60640 

 

This will not be the most exciting event the Region has ever sponsored or will hold in the future. 

 

But, on the practical level at least, it may well be one of the most important – if  we care 

about the future of our congregations and organizations. 

 

Let me put it this way: just by being an organization we take on risks, especially legal risks that 

have significant financial implications, including being sued for things we think we may or may 

not be responsible for. 

 

This is increasingly more the case for religious organizations – congregations, religiously 

affiliated institutions, and faith-based organizations. In this situation, all of our assets (not just 

the dollars on-hand, but anything of material value) are at risk. 

 

Our “liability” has to do with some of the normal or regular things we do as religious 

organizations – for example, Christian education with children and youth, pastoral care, 

community service, and even just coming in and out of our buildings. 

 

But some churches and organizations put themselves at further risk (appropriately) by also 

allowing (or encouraging) others to use our facilities without charge or as a source of income. 

 

There are, however, many things we can do to significantly reduce or minimize our 

liabilities and risks. 
 

And thatôs what this seminar is to help all of us accomplish. 

 

We’ve invited the Rev. Dr. David Ball – an American Baptist minister, ethicist, theologian, and, 

most importantly for our purposes, a practicing attorney who specializes in religion and law, 

with particular attention to risk management – to lead this seminar on March 6. 

 

(I’ve experienced this seminar myself and found it exceedingly helpful.) 
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Every church and organization in ABCMC ought to have representatives attending, so they can 

be prepared themselves and to share the information and training with their home church, 

institution, or organization. 

 

Because there will be materials distributed at the seminar, it is important for us to have a count of 

how many will be attending. 

 

Please complete the form on the bottom of this page and return it to Veronica via fax (773) 634-

1496, email @ veronica@abcmc.org, or via regular mail (ABCMC) by February 26
th

, indicating 

the number of people attending from your church and their names, if possible.  (For email, feel 

free to just email Veronica the information without the form.) 

 

The seminar is being offered without charge to members of ABCMC, so I can’t see that there 

will be any excuse for passing up this opportunity. 

 

Look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Larry 

 

 

Risk Management Seminar 

Saturday, March 6, 2010 

North Shore Baptist Church 

 

Registration Form 

 

Church Name:      # of People Attending:  

 

Please list the names of each person you are registering, if they have already been identified.  If 

they have not been identified, just indicate the number you plan to send from your church on the 

line above. 

 

Names:        

 

           

 

          

 

          

 

Return this form to Veronica via fax @ (773) 634-1496, email @ veronica@abcmc.org, or via 

regular mail (ABCMC, P.O. Box 15127, Chicago, Illinois 60615) by February 26
th. 

 Thank you!   

mailto:veronica@abcmc.org
mailto:veronica@abcmc.org
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Memorial Service for Rev. Floyd Harbold 
 
Our Metro Chicago family gives thanks for the faithful life of Floyd Harbold and express our condolences 
to his children, Jan Harbold of the Community Church of Wilmette and Mark Harbold of Christ Community 
Church of Wheaton, upon learning of Floyd's death in January.  He served churches and our 
denomination with distinction.  A memorial service will be held for Rev. Harbold at Immanuel Baptist 
Church, 4250 North 137th Street, Brookfield, WI on Saturday, February 13th.  Visitation will be from 
11:30am to 2:00pm, the service will be at 2:00pm and a meal will be served at 4:00pm.   

 

Thinking Theologically 
 
Take a moment to read ―Giving Back‖ by Larry Greenfield, in the Thinking Theologically section starting 
on page 13 of this eWind.  

 

NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS 

 

THE SOUTH CHURCH PRESENTS  

 
Soup and Song Concert 

Performance by the Statesmen Singers  
Old jazz standards with new arrangements and compositions  

  
MOUNT PROSPECT, Ill., The South Church is extremely pleased to welcome The Statesmen Singers, an 
award-winning vocal ensemble from Lincoln Trail College (LTC) in Robinson, Illinois on February 28th.  
The Soup and Song Concert will feature a soup and bread lunch in Fellowship Hall at 11:45 a.m., 
followed by a concert by The Statesmen Singers and the LTC Pep Band at 1 p.m. The suggested 
donation for ―Soup and Song‖ is $10 per person.  
  
The Statesmen Singers perform old jazz standards with new arrangements and compositions. The group 
has entertained audiences at the Vocal Jazz Festival at Carnegie Hall in New York City, at the Music 
Festival in New Orleans, at jazz festivals in the Midwest, at the Galaxy Palace Theater at Disney World, at 
Cardinals-Cubs games at Busch Stadium in St. Louis, and elsewhere.  
  
The February 28 playlist will include a variety of music. Favorites by such greats as Duke Ellington, 
Johnny Mercer, The Beach Boys (―God Only Knows‖), George Gershwin (―Someone to Watch Over Me‖), 
and Jim Croce (―Operator‖) will be included with ―Swing Low/Sweet Chariot,‖ ―Old Hundredth,‖ ―Saints 
Fugue,‖ ―Jonah,‖ ―When You Wish Upon a Star,‖ ―You‘ll Never Walk Alone,‖ ―Thanksgiving Hymn,‖ 
―Smile,‖ a medley of spirituals, and more.  
  
The group, backed by the LTC Pep Band, will also perform during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on 
February 28. 

The South Church is located at 501 S. Emerson Street, Mount Prospect, IL. 
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ABCUSA NEWS 
Visit the American Baptist News Service for complete articles and current ABC-USA news at  
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx  
 

$1 Million Requested by Haitian Baptists for Earthquake Recovery  
 
Contributions totaling $254,000 in relief funds have been received by International Ministries (IM) in the 
wake of the destruction caused by the January 12 earthquake that devastated Port-au-Prince and the 
surrounding area.  A draft proposal identifying $1 million for immediate and medium-term needs has been 
received from IM‘s partner, the Convention of Baptists in Haiti (CBH). 
 
The proposal included a summary of the extensive damage.  Of the more than 21 Baptist churches in the 
convention, 11 church buildings were damaged and at least four were completely destroyed.  Two 
pastors died in the earthquake along with 29 other church members.  More than 400 congregants were 
injured.  Among convention congregations, 438 homes were destroyed and 673 were damaged. 
The CBH proposal outlined an immediate three-part action plan that calls for contributions to be allocated 
for distributing mattresses, tarps and other shelter necessities (50%), providing food for families (48%) 
and establishing a medical clinic and providing basic personal hygiene items (2%). 
Dr. Emmanuel Pierre, general secretary of the CBH, expressed appreciation for initial assistance: ―Thank 
you very much for the funds from IM and special thanks for the clean water system you sent via Dr. Vic 
Gordon.‖  Dr. Gordon, a pastor from Ohio and former IM board member, visits Haiti regularly to teach at 
the Christian University of Northern Haiti. 
 
Emergency donations continue to be needed. Donors can give through the IM website: 
www.internationalministries.org/items/80, or by check to: ―OGHS – Haiti Earthquake Relief‖ and mailed to: 
International Ministries, P.O. Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482-0851. Support can also be given by 
American Baptists through their church by making checks payable to the church with ―One Great Hour of 
Sharing – Haiti Earthquake Relief‖ written in the memo section. These gifts will be sent from the church 
through the American Baptist region and then to International Ministries. 
 
A new tax relief law allows people who contribute to Haiti earthquake relief by March 1, 2010 to take a tax 
deduction for the contribution on their 2009 tax return. This means donors can receive an immediate tax 
benefit, rather than having to wait until they file next year‘s return. Donors may deduct these contributions 
on either their 2009 or 2010 returns, but not both. See: 
www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=218645,00.html?portlet=7 

 

 

 

 

http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx
http://www.internationalministries.org/items/80
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=218645,00.html?portlet=7
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PEACE NEWS 

 

Families for Peace 
 
Families for Peace will hold its regular silent vigil on Saturday, February 13, from 3 to 4 pm at the corner 
of Arlington Heights Road and Northwest Highway, northeast corner.  Families for Peace will provide 
signs or you may bring your own sign focused on peace.  Families for Peace is sponsored by Sisters of 
the Living Word; The Viatorian Community; Social Action Committee of Palatine Countryside Universalist 
Church; Social Justice & Advocacy of Congregational United Church of Christ of Arlington Heights; 
Women's Resource Center and peace loving individuals. All supporters of peace are welcome to come to 
the vigil. 

 

Chicago Rally and Protest at Aetna Headquarters 

 
The effort to reform the US health care system is continuing.  Since American Baptists have for over a 
decade held a policy advocating health care system reform, we need to continue to support the cause. 
 
In 2009 ABCMC‘s Family Council voted to endorse the position of Health Care for America Now! (HCAN) 
because that organization‘s position was virtually identical to ABC‘s long-held position.  HCAN is still hard 
at work, and we need to participate. 
 
We need to let health insurance companies and legislators know that we want reform of our health care 
system.  Insurance companies are resisting reform because they want to keep making excessive 
amounts of money at our expense.  Some members of Congress are resisting reform because they 
receive large monetary campaign contributions from health insurance companies.  Let‘s tell them all that 
we want reform now!  HCAN invites us to be a part of their work: 
 
We are in the final stage of the health care debate, and we must do all we can to remind Congress that 
we cannot afford to wait for reform or settle for reform in name only. Join us at Aetna's Chicago office on 
the corner of Madison Street and Wacker Drive (kitty-corner from the Civic Opera House) from  
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. for a protest and rally for reform.  
 
Time:   Tuesday, February 16

th
 from 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM  

Host:    John Gaudette (HCAN) 
Contact Phone: 312-427-2114  
Location:   Aetna Chicago Headquarters  

1 S. Wacker Drive 
Chicago, IL 60606  

Directions:   We will be on the corner of Wacker Drive and Madison Street, just east  
   of the river. 
 
To register for this event, please sign up at 
http://healthcareforamericanow.org/page/event/detail/feb17thrallies/4jvq5  
or phone John Gaudette at the above number. 

Lynne Kelley 

http://healthcareforamericanow.org/page/event/detail/feb17thrallies/4jvq5
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Christian Peace Witness Offers Lenten Study Series   
by Johnny Almond, Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America (BFPNA), February 10, 2010 

 
WASHINGTON, DC — A Lenten study entitled "No More of This" has been produced by the ecumenical 
Christian Peace Witness (CPW). Tony Campolo, Sr. Dianna Ortiz, Elizabeth McAlister and Joshua 
Casteel are among those featured in the package, which includes Bible study, video segments and 
discussion guides. Others in the series are Rev. Lennox Yearwood, Kathy Kelly, Noah Baker Merrill and 
Ken Butigan. 
 
Based on many of the speakers at the CPW event held in Washington, DC last April, "No More of This" is 
a serious look at peacemaking via those persons who are on the front lines working for peace. The 
resource is designed to stimulate thinking among participants as to their own roles as peacemakers. 
 
Evelyn Hanneman, BPFNA's Operations Coordinator, represents the Fellowship on the CPW council and 
helped shape this resource and contributed to its content. She says, "If you are looking for a good series 
to use with your church members, Sunday School class or study group during Lent, I highly recommend 
this series." 
 
The cost of the DVD and study materials is $30, including overnight shipping. Click here for more details 
and to order from CPW's supplying partner. 
 
 

 

Lenten Letter Writing Campaign to Draw Attention to Pesticide 

Victims   

 
In August of 2008, a BPFNA Friendship Tour to Nicaragua visited what is known as the "Nemagon Camp" 
– a collection of meager tents created from wooden poles and sheets of black plastic. These tents house 
victims of the pesticide Nemagon. Banned in the US as a clear human toxin, this chemical was used 
extensively throughout Central America, especially on banana plantations. Its affects are devastating to 
the workers who used it and to their families – effects include death (over 2000 people have died due to 
its direct effects), sterility, severe internal and external damage, and high rates of birth defects among the 
children of the workers. The US-based transnational companies responsible have denied almost all 
responsibility and have acted minimally to make things right. The workers are asking for specialized 
health care, small monthly pensions, and a guarantee that Nemagon never be used again.  [See reports 
from the Friendship Tour for greater details]  
 
When our BPFNA group met with the farm workers, they asked our help in sharing their plight and their 
fight for justice. One member of that Friendship Tour, Deidre Druk, has led the BPFNA ever since in 
advocating for these courageous and suffering people.  
 
This year, thanks to the great leadership of Deidre and her church, University Baptist in Minneapolis, MN, 
we invite our churches and members to make this advocacy action part of your observance of Lent. 
Deidre has drafted sample advocacy letters to a variety of political leaders as well as to the leaders of the 
fruit and chemical companies responsible for the production and use of Nemagon. 
 
You are invited to visit www.bpfna.org/nemagon and read the sample letters on the BPFNA web site, use 
them as they are or put them in your own words if you prefer, put them on your own stationary, and mail 
them to the addresses listed. You can write just one letter, one letter each of the weeks of Lent, or even 
write to each company and leader listed.  
 
Our members and churches outside of the US may wish to focus their efforts on the companies 
themselves. Those inside the US are urged to write to both the companies and US government officials. 

http://www.christianpeacewitness.org/
http://www.bpfna.org/evelyn
http://www.reachandteach.com/store/index.php?l=product_detail&p=744
http://www.bpfna.org/nicaragua2008
http://www.bpfna.org/nicaragua2008
http://www.bpfna.org/nemagon
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(If you wish to write your US Senators, you can find names and addresses at www.senate.gov.)  
 
You can grab attention by using yellow paper and envelopes (Since Nemagon was used most often in the 
banana fields, it is most associated with that particular fruit). If you are working with your Sunday School 
class, church or other group, you can generate some energy by tracking your progress. (University 
Baptist is making a banana chart and inviting each member who writes 10 letters to add a banana with 
his/her name.) You may want to plan letter-writing sessions after worship or as a part of other church 
gatherings.  
 
If you take part in this justice-seeking Lenten practice, please let us know by dropping us an email with 
the subject line Lenten Advocacy to ledayne@bpfna.org. 

 

Foreclosure Reports 
 
Living Cities is an innovative philanthropic collaborative of 22 of the world's largest foundations and 
financial institutions, which addresses challenges facing our nation‘s cities.  This organization has been 
on the forefront on the foreclosure crisis, and has recently published a report entitled ―Communities At 
Risk: How the Foreclosure Crisis Is Damaging Urban Areas and What is Being Done About It.‖  Living 
Cities has also done work in foreclosure mitigation.  The report and more information on foreclosure 
mitigation can be found on the organizations website, http://livingcities.org/foreclosure/.  
 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS  
 

 
Please pray for Barbara Greenfield‘s recovery from recent surgery. 
 
Please pray for the people of Haiti. 
 
Please pray for Haitian American Baptist churches throughout the United States and Puerto Rico. 
 
Please pray for world peace. 
 
Please pray for our troops and our government.   
 
Please pray and take action for real reform of the health care system in the United States. 
 
Please pray for all persons facing job loss and job searches in the current economy. 
 
Please pray for all children who are homeless and/or hungry. 
 
Please pray for ABCMC staff and all ABCMC churches for effective Christian witness and service in 2010. 
 

 

http://www.senate.gov/
javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(108,101,100,97,121,110,101,64,98,112,102,110,97,46,111,114,103)+'?subject=Lenten%20Advocacy')
http://backend.livingcities.org/_backend.livingcities.org/files/Living_Cities-communities-at-risk.pdf
http://backend.livingcities.org/_backend.livingcities.org/files/Living_Cities-communities-at-risk.pdf
http://livingcities.org/foreclosure/
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CALENDAR 
 
February 22 and 23 – Minister‘s Council Retreat @ The Cenacle Retreat and Conference Center, 513 
Fullerton, Chicago. 
 
February 28 – Soup and Song Concert, 11:45 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. @ The South Church, 501 S. Emerson 
Street, Mount Prospect, IL. 
 
March 1 - Deadline for entries for BJC‘s essay contest. 
 
March 2 – ―A Life Lived from Conscience,‖ an evening with Nobel Peace Prize Nominee Fr. Roy 
Bourgeois, MM, 7:00 p.m. @ Irving Park Baptist Church, Chicago 
 
March 6 – Risk Management Seminar for Churches, sponsored by ABCMC, 9:00 – 11:30 a.m., North 
Shore Baptist Church 
 
March 7 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Anne and Howard Gottlieb Hall, 38 S. Prairie, 
Chicago, 4 p.m. 
 
March 13 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490 
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m. 
 

April 18 – One Hope United (formerly Kids Hope United) Mad Hatters Tea Party, The Lehmann 

Mansion, 485 Milwaukee Avenue, Lake Villa, Illinois  

May 15 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490 
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m. 
 
May 16 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Pilgrim Congregational Church, 460 Lake Street, Oak 
Park, 4 p.m. 
 
July 10–15 – ABCUSA Women‘s Ministries 2010 National Conference and Gathering for Girls, Ramada 
Plaza Hotel and Conference Center in Columbus, Ohio.  www.abwministries.org 
 
The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  We email the newsletter each Thursday.  We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments.  Please send them to 
office@abcmc.org. If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, please let us know via email at office@abcmc.org. 

http://www.abwministries.org/
mailto:office@abcmc.org
mailto:office@abcmc.org
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THINKING THEOLOGICALLY ABOUT THE COMMON GOOD 

February 9, 2010 

 

―Giving Back‖ 

 
Pretty small potatoes compared with all the rest that‘s going on in the 9

th
 chapter of Luke – the story about 

Jesus rebuking the unclean spirit from a child and giving the child back to the parent. 
 
After all, that 9

th
 chapter is chuck full of big and dramatic helpings of potatoes compared to this six and a 

half-verse narrative (vv. 37 – 43a) seemingly about a distressed parent and a disturbed child: Jesus 
commissioning the disciples, King Herod beginning his plot against Jesus, the feeding of the five 
thousand, Peter‘s declaration about Jesus‘ messiah-ship, Jesus‘ foretelling his death and resurrection 
and declaring that whoever wants to save life has to lose it, the Transfiguration, the puzzlement of the 
disciples when Jesus tells them of his forthcoming betrayal, Jesus‘ teaching about welcoming children in 
his name being the same as welcoming him, and a Samaritan village refusing to receive Jesus. 
 
All of those big potato items in that single chapter of Luke‘s Gospel! And, oh yeah, that small potato story 
about the concerned parent and the child with convulsions. 
 
It all happened, according to Luke, on the day following the momentous occasion of the Transfiguration, 
during which Jesus kept company with Moses and Elijah on the top of a mountain and a divine voice 
again declared that Jesus was God‘s own chosen Child, the chosen Child to whom everyone should 
listen. 
 
Not surprisingly, a huge crowd found their way to Jesus when he came down from the mountain, 
everyone clamoring for his attention. 
 
The parent in the story is just one among many, evidently, who wants Jesus‘ focus. The parent shouts 
out, probably also wildly waving his arms and hands: ―Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, my only 
child.‖ 
 
That must have caught Jesus‘ attention, given the fact that he‘d heard similar words about himself just the 
day before, from a voice that had the ring of divinity, a voice that seemed to be saying that the divine will 
for God‘s community and God‘s world rested on this chosen Child. 
 
Jesus must have recognized that there was more at stake than just the health and well being of this child, 
since this was the parent‘s only child. On this child, that is, rested the status and future of this immediate 
as well as extended family. A demon-filled child would be treated as unclean and, therefore, ostracized by 
the whole community, prohibited from marrying and producing offspring, which in turn would eventually 
mean the loss of whatever land and possessions the family currently held. This parent, Jesus recognized, 
was desperate. 
 
So Jesus invites the parent to describe the child‘s condition, which is portrayed as follows: ―All of a 
sudden, without warning, a spirit seizes the child and, all at once the child shrieks and goes into 
convulsions, foaming at the mouth; the spirit mauls the child unrelentingly.‖ 
 
The parent adds: ―I‘ve already asked your disciples to cast out the demon, but they couldn‘t do it.‖ 
 
These were the same disciples that Jesus had commissioned with power and authority at the beginning 
of the 9

th
 chapter to take control of the demons and to cure diseases and to bring good news. And for a 

while at least that‘s exactly what the disciples did. But evidently that power and authority had dissipated. 
Jesus looks to them and says, ―You faithless and perverse generation‖ – and then mindful of what awaits 
him soon in Jerusalem he asks them: ―How much longer must I be with you and bear with you?‖ 
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Turning to the parent, Jesus beckons the child, even while the demon possesses the child again, causing 
the child to fall to the ground in convulsions. 
 
Seeing this only child writhing on the ground, Jesus rebukes the unclean spirit, heals the child, and, Luke 
writes, gives the child back to the parent. 
 
Actually, of course, Jesus is giving that child back to the family, immediate and extended, giving that once 
devil possessed child back to the community, giving this only and chosen child back to God, now with the 
freedom to choose to do God‘s will. 
 
Luke closes the story by reporting that everyone in that huge crowd was ―astounded at the greatness of 
God.‖ 
 
The multiple themes included in this small potatoes story turn out to be related to virtually every other part 
of 9

th
 chapter of Luke. But prominent among them has to be the inability of the disciples to do what Jesus 

has commissioned and given them the power and authority to do: to cast out demons and cure diseases 
and convey the good news about the reign of God. 
 
I assume the same commission applies to disciples of Jesus today. So the question, of course, is whether 
we also are a part of ―faithless and perverse generation‖ and whether, in exasperation, Jesus would still 
be asking us how much longer does he still have to be with us and bear with us in our impotence, our 
ineffectiveness, our inability and seeming unwillingness to make something of the authority granted to us 
by him. 
 
There certainly is no dearth of bodies possessed by demons and unclean spirits, no shortage of bodies in 
need of healing, no scarcity of bodies waiting to hear some good news. 
 
Not just individual human bodies, but social bodies, economic bodies, and political bodies that are 
possessed, literally possessed, by demons and unclean spirits. Figuratively, those social, economic, and 
political bodies, like the child, are convulsing, writhing on the ground, foaming at the mouth. 
 
If anything, we disciples of Jesus today have far greater power and authority than those first disciples, 
insofar as we find ourselves in democracies in which, supposedly, we the people rule. Why, then, do we 
not claim our individual and collective power, our political and social and economic power, but even more 
the power that God grants us? 
 

Perhaps it‘s because we have lost that sense of purpose of giving back life and freedom and wholeness 
to demon possessed individuals, and demon possess institutions, and demon possessed social, 
economic, and political systems. 
 
If that‘s the case, then, whether it‘s small potatoes or those that come in large portions, we need to start 
using our God-given capacities for giving back on all sorts of fronts. 
 
It just could be that, through us, many in that huge crowd will be ―astounded at the greatness of God.‖ 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


