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Metro Chicago 

eWind 
Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and... 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...  (Acts 2:2-3, TEV) 
  

Weekly Electronic Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
A patchwork of varied news and announcements 

from our churches, communities, denomination and other organizations, 
covering a wide variety of interests reflecting the diversity of our region 

 

February 4, 2010 
 

 
 

―You whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, 
saying to you, ‗You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off‘; 

do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.‖ 

 
Isaiah 41:9-10 
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NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER 
 
I'm writing just after talking with Barbara's surgeon and receiving the great news that everything went well.   
She's now heading for the recovery room. Two replaced knees in a matter of three hours.  Amazing! 
Thanks much for your thoughts and prayers. 
 
I hope to see many of you at the Family Council meeting on Saturday at Irving Park.  Give me some 
latitude if my mind strays occasionally to this hospital where Barbara will be on the mend.  But I'll do my 
best to stay on track, especially as we focus on the 2010 America for Christ Offering. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
Larry 

 
ABCMC NEWS 
 

Notice of the February Meeting of the ABCMC Family Council 
 
We hope to see you this Saturday, February 6

th
, for the meeting of the Family Council of the American 

Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago.  The meeting will be held from 9:00 a.m. through lunch at the Irving 
Park Baptist Church, 4401 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago. 

 

Memorial Service for Rev. Floyd Harbold 
 
Our Metro Chicago family gives thanks for the faithful life of Floyd Harbold and express our condolences 
to his children, Jan Harbold of the Community Church of Wilmette and Mark Harbold of Christ Community 
Church of Wheaton, upon learning of Floyd's death in January.  He served churches and our 
denomination with distinction.  A memorial service will be held for Rev. Harbold at Immanuel Baptist 
Church, 4250 North 137th Street, Brookfield, WI on Saturday, February 13th.  Visitation will be from 
11:30am to 2:00pm, the service will be at 2:00pm and a meal will be served at 4:00pm.   
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ABCMC Sponsors Risk Management Seminar for Churches, 
March 6th  Every Congregation Should Take Advantage of This Opportunity 

 
There is risk in the life of any congregation.  It arises from the church's own ministries and, increasingly, 
as our churches share their facilities with other organizations and groups.  Our commitment to outreach 
means that we cannot withdraw from risk.  Our commitment to stewardship means that we must 
proactively manage this risk.  Please join us on Saturday, March 6, for a workshop on church risk 
management led by leading church lawyer (and ordained ABC clergy) David T. Ball.   

When:  Saturday, March 6, 2010 

Time:  9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Where:  North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood, Chicago, 60640 
 
Dr. Ball will review and offer useful suggestions regarding such significant topics as: screening of 
volunteers; child abuse reporting; internet abuse; liability for church-hosted programs; employment 
issues; dealing with litigation; property management; tax exemption issues and more.  Dr. Ball has 
worked with dozens of religious institutions throughout the country and is prepared to help you 
successfully resolve complex issues and proactively address potential risk.  
 

 

Thinking Theologically 
 
Please take the time to read ―A Love Body – I Corinthians 13‖ a sermon delivered by Larry Greenfield to 
the Federated Church of Wauconda on January 31, 2010, on  pg. 12 of this eWind.   

 
 
 
 
 
NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS 
 

Women in Ministry News and Event at the Irving Park Baptist Church 
 
Dear ABC-MC brothers and sisters: 
 
Please take note of the following Press Release from our American Baptist News Service concerning the 
recent gathering of folks around the issue of women in ministry.  The Roundtable gathering was exciting 
and fruitful, with shared hopes for advocacy, support and new visibility for our clergy women.   
 
Included in this eWind is a flyer announcing an important gathering at Irving Park Baptist Church in 
support of women priests.  I am honored that the Catholics have invited a nationally known Nobel Peace 
Prize nominated Priest to speak at our church.  I hope you will be able to join me, and them, on March 2 
at 7:00 p.m. to support our sisters in ministry.       
 
Alice Greene 
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American Baptist News Service (ABNS) 

Women In Ministry Roundtable Allows For Planning For The Future 
 

VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 2/1/10)—A roundtable discussion was held at the American Baptist Mission 
Center on January 28-29, 2010, to discuss the future of the Women in Ministry program, overseen by the 
Office of the General Secretary.  The roundtable included 25 denominational leaders from denominational 
agencies, caucuses, seminaries and other recognized interest groups in American Baptist Churches USA 
(ABCUSA). Specifically, the group considered how to best encourage, support and advocate for women 
who are in ministry positions within ABCUSA. 
 
―We are part of a denomination that has faithfully supported women in ministry for years,‖ said Rev. Mary 
Armacost Hulst, immediate past president of ABCUSA. ―The charge that we have is to figure out where 
we are, what we all can bring, the data we need to gather, resources we have, and roadblocks we see for 
what we are doing.  We need to develop a roadmap to bring before the General Board.‖ 
As a full-time Women in Ministry position no longer exists with the Office of the General Secretary, the 
roundtable allowed for a chance to consider how to continue advocacy and support for women in ministry 
in the future. The roundtable discussion included a look at ongoing issues women in the ministry face, 
and specific resources available to address those issues. 
 
The steering committee that led the meetings included Rev. Holly Bean, retired MMBB director of member 
education, Rev. Alice Greene, past president of the Minister‘s Council, and Rev. Lauren Ng, former 
associate pastor at First Chinese Baptist Church of San Francisco, as well as Mary Hulst, who convenes 
the steering committee. 
 
General Secretary A. Roy Medley announced the hiring of Holly Bean as a part-time consultant for 
Women in Ministry for 2010. "With the appointment of the Rev. Holly Bean, our goal is to present to the 
General Board of the denomination in November a plan for the Women in Ministry portfolio in the Office of 
the General Secretary,‖ Medley said. ―Holly brings excellent organizational and planning skills as well as 
a wide network of contacts through her previous service with MMBB." 
 
―It has been exciting to see the expressed commitment to the full inclusion of women in ministry across 
our ABC ministries in this meeting,‖ Medley said. ―The acceptance of the gifting and calling of women into 
ministry has been integral to American Baptist life as far back as the 1800's. However, we still find 
resistance in many areas to the call of women.  This meeting was a refreshing and encouraging 
recommitment to the church's honoring of this work of the Holy Spirit in our midst.‖ 
 
―The roundtable participants expressed enthusiasm for tackling the urgent issues facing American Baptist 
women in ministry,‖ Bean said.  ―This meeting generated many helpful reflections and ideas, as well as 
hope for the work ahead.  We are grateful for this new energy to meet an ongoing need.‖  
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THE SOUTH CHURCH PRESENTS  

 

Soup and  Song Concert 

performance by The Statesmen Singers  
Old jazz standards with new arrangements and compositions  

  
MOUNT PROSPECT, Ill., The South Church is extremely pleased to welcome The Statesmen Singers, an 
award-winning vocal ensemble from Lincoln Trail College (LTC) in Robinson, Illinois on February 28th.  
The Soup and Song Concert will feature a soup and bread lunch in Fellowship Hall at 11:45 a.m., 
followed by a concert by The Statesmen Singers and the LTC Pep Band at 1 p.m. The suggested 
donation for ―Soup and Song‖ is $10 per person.  
  
The Statesmen Singers perform old jazz standards with new arrangements and compositions. The group 
has entertained audiences at the Vocal Jazz Festival at Carnegie Hall in New York City, at the Music 
Festival in New Orleans, at jazz festivals in the Midwest, at the Galaxy Palace Theater at Disney World, at 
Cardinals-Cubs games at Busch Stadium in St. Louis, and elsewhere.  
  
The February 28 playlist will include a variety of music. Favorites by such greats as Duke Ellington, 
Johnny Mercer, The Beach Boys (―God Only Knows‖), George Gershwin (―Someone to Watch Over Me‖), 
and Jim Croce (―Operator‖) will be included with ―Swing Low/Sweet Chariot,‖ ―Old Hundredth,‖ ―Saints 
Fugue,‖ ―Jonah,‖ ―When You Wish Upon a Star,‖ ―You‘ll Never Walk Alone,‖ ―Thanksgiving Hymn,‖ 
―Smile,‖ a medley of spirituals, and more.  
  
The group, backed by the LTC Pep Band, will also perform during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on 
February 28. 

The South Church is located at 501 S. Emerson Street, Mount Prospect, IL. 

 
ABCUSA NEWS 
Visit the American Baptist News Service for current ABC-USA news at  
http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx  
 

Important Correction to Media Reports about Baptists Arrested In 

Haiti 
 
NOTE:  Pastors, please read the following statement to your congregations so that church members will 
have this correct information. 

 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 2/3/10) - The 10 people arrested for child trafficking in Haiti are not 
members of churches affiliated with American Baptist Churches USA (ABCUSA). Some media sources 
have labeled these individuals as American Baptists. While the people involved are Baptists from the 
United States, they are not members of the denomination known as ABCUSA.  
 
ABCUSA currently has missionaries doing ministry in Haiti, but they are not involved in this incident in any 
way. 
 
ABCUSA members continue to pray for the victims of the earthquake and all those working to aid Haitians 
during this difficult time. 
 

http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/AmericanBaptistNewsService/tabid/79/Default.aspx
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Momôs Choice Award Recognizes Two Judson Press Titles 

 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 2/4/10)—The Mom's Choice Awards® has named "Raising Boys to Be Like 
Jesus" and "Mothering Heights: A Novel Approach for Christian Mothers" among the best in family-
friendly media, products and services. 
 
Author Sharon Norris Elliott‘s "Raising Boys to Be Like Jesus" is a Gold recipient in the Parenting – 
General category. "Mothering Heights," by Keitha Smith and Susan Brereton, is a Silver recipient in the 
Adult Books – Inspirational/Motivational category. Both books are 2009 Judson Press releases. 
The Mom‘s Choice Awards® (MCA) recognizes authors, inventors, companies, parents and others for 
their efforts in creating quality family-friendly media, products and services. Parents, educators, librarians 
and retailers rely on MCA evaluations when selecting quality materials for children and families. The 
Mom‘s Choice Awards® seal helps families and educators navigate the vast array of products and 
services and make informed decisions. 
 
An esteemed panel of judges includes education, media and other experts as well as parents, children, 
librarians, performing artists, producers, medical and business professionals, authors, scientists and 
others. Panel members include: Dr. Twila C. Liggett, ten-time Emmy-winner, professor and founder of 
PBS‘s "Reading Rainbow"; Julie Aigner-Clark, creator of "Baby Einstein" and "The Safe Side Project"; 
and Jodee Blanco, New York Times best-selling author. The evaluation process uses a propriety 
methodology in which entries are scored on a number of elements including production quality, design, 
educational value, entertainment value, originality, appeal and cost. 
 
For more information on the awards program and the honorees, visit MomsChoiceAwards.com 

 

2010 National Womenôs Conference - ñWomenéDestined for Godôs 

Purpose: Mission Possible!ò 
 

 ―Women…Destined for God‘s Purpose: Mission Possible!‖ is a 
national conference for women sponsored by American Baptist 
Women‘s Ministries (ABCUSA), July 10-15, 2010, at the Ramada 
Plaza Hotel and Conference Center in Columbus, Ohio. 
 
―Come and learn what it means to live with purpose and to accept 
the life that God dreams for you. Together we can face our 
struggles, find our strengths, and grow in Jesus.  Together we 
can encourage one another to be the women God has called us 
to be,‖ (Crystal Newton, conference coordinator). 
  

Christ-centered experiences include Bible studies on the conference theme with Rev. Christine Roush, 
worship and singing with Christian performing artist Pam Noah, inspiring Sunday morning preaching by 
Rev. Marilyn Turner, morning ―Java & Jesus‖ devotions, and a memorable closing communion service on 
Wednesday evening. Workshops, off-site tours, special meal events, and activities with the National 
Gathering for Girls offer great opportunities to build new intergenerational friendships and grow closer to 
God.  
  
Visit www.abwministries.org and click on ―Events‖ for more information and registration forms.  

 

 

http://www.abwministries.org/
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2010 National Events for Girls: ñYoung Women of Actionò 
 
In the summer of 2010, the National Gathering for Girls will be joined 
with a mission opportunity, both with the same theme of ―Young 
Women of Action.‖  Girls and their adult leaders may come to either 
or both of these events!  
 
The 2010 National Gathering for Girls is July 10ï15, 2010 at the 
Ramada Plaza Hotel and Conference Center in Columbus, Ohio.  
This year‘s theme is ―Young Women of Action.‖  The week will be 

filled with mission opportunities as well as Bible study, worship, and lots of fun fellowship. 
 
And speaking of action…the national leadership team of AB GIRLS is joining with National Ministries in 
forming an AB GIRLS Home Mission Action Team that will be part of the ―Ecumenical Work Week VI: 
Worship, Witness, & Work‖ build in New Orleans, July 31ïAugust 7, 2010.  (We‘re having AB GIRLS 
come a day early for special girls‘ time!)  AB GIRLS from across the country will come together in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, to help to rebuild the city.  
 
Visit www.abwministries.org and click on ―Events‖ for more information and registration forms for both 
events. The National Gathering for Girls and the AB GIRLS Home Mission Action Team are sponsored by 
American Baptist Women‘s Ministries (ABCUSA). 

 

http://www.abwministries.org/
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NEWS FROM ABC INSTITUTIONS 

 

News From Judson Press 

 
Raising & Mentoring Black Teen Boys  

 
Join us for a Webinar on February 10 

 

 

 
Space is limited. 

Reserve your Webinar seat now at: 

https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/484525192 
  

 
 

Rev. Dr. James C. Perkins, senior pastor of Greater Christ Baptist Church in Detroit, Michigan and founder of the 
Benjamin E. Mays Male Academy will present this webinar for parents, guardians, teachers, and other mentors of 
young black males. The goal is to help you better understand your pivotal role in the process of developing teens of 
character, leadership, and responsibility. Much of the content is from Dr. Perkins's most recent book, "Playbook for 
Christian Manhood: 12 Key Plays for Black Teen Boys." 

 
Title:   Raising & Mentoring Black Teen Boys 
 

  Date: 
 
Wednesday, February 10, 2010 

 

  Time: 
 
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST 

 

 
After registering you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the Webinar. 

 
System Requirements 

PC-based attendees 
Required: Windows® 2000, XP Home, XP Pro, 2003 Server, Vista 

 
Macintosh®-based attendees 
Required: Mac OS® X 10.4 (Tiger®) or newer 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS  
 

 
Please pray for Barbara Greenfield re: recent surgery. 
 
Please pray for the February ABCMC Family Council Meeting on Sat. February 6

th
. 

 
Please pray for the people of Haiti. 
 
Please pray for Haitian American Baptist churches throughout the United States and Puerto Rico. 
 
Please pray for Haitian Americans waiting for word about loved ones. 
 

https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/484525192
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Please pray for world peace. 
 
Please pray for our troops and our government.   
 
Please pray and take action for real reform of the health care system in the United States. 
 
Please pray for all persons facing job loss and job searches in the current economy. 
 
Please pray for all children who are homeless and/or hungry. 
 
Please pray for ABCMC staff and all ABCMC churches for effective Christian witness and service in 2010. 
 

CALENDAR 
 
February 6 - Family Council Meeting, 9 a.m. through lunch, Irving Park Baptist Church, 4401 W. Irving 
Park Road, Chicago. 
 
February 9 and 10 - "Inch by Inch: Growing a Green Congregation," @ the Lutheran School of Theology 
at Chicago (1100 E. 55th Street) 
 
February 22 and 23 – Minister‘s Council Retreat @ The Cenacle Retreat and Conference Center, 513 
Fullerton, Chicago. 
 
February 28 ï Soup and Song Concert, 11:45 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. @ The South Church, 501 S. Emerson 
Street, Mount Prospect, IL. 
 
March 1 - Deadline for entries for BJC‘s essay contest. 
 
March 2 ï ―A Life Lived from Conscience,‖ an evening with Nobel Peace Prize Nominee Fr. Roy 
Bourgeouis, MM, 7:00 p.m. @ Irving Park Baptist Church, Chicago 
 
March 6 ï Risk Management Seminar for Churches, sponsored by ABCMC, 9:00 – 11:30 a.m., North 
Shore Baptist Church 
 
March 7 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Anne and Howard Gottlieb Hall, 38 S. Prairie, 
Chicago, 4 p.m. 
 
March 13 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490 
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m. 
 

April 18 ï One Hope United (formerly Kids Hope United) Mad Hatters Tea Party, The Lehmann 

Mansion, 485 Milwaukee Avenue, Lake Villa, Illinois 

May 15 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Chicago Music Institute, Nichols Concert Hall, 1490 
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m. 
 
May 16 - Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Pilgrim Congregational Church, 460 Lake Street, Oak 
Park, 4 p.m. 
The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  We email the newsletter each Thursday.  We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments.  Please send them to 
office@abcmc.org. If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, please let us know via email at office@abcmc.org. 

mailto:office@abcmc.org
mailto:office@abcmc.org
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THINKING THEOLOGICALLY ABOUT THE COMMON GOOD 
Following is a sermon delivered by Larry Greenfield to the Federated Church of Wauconda on January 
31, 2010. 

“A LOVE BODY” 

I Corinthians 13 

 
Good morning, Federated Church. Grace to you and peace from God our Sacred Parent and 

from the Sovereign of our life, Jesus the Christ. 
  

I‘ve been introduced to you this morning as Larry Greenfield, the Executive Minister of the 
American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago, but that was just a cover so I didn‘t draw too much 
attention to myself. As you can see, I‘ve even worn the clothes that Rev. Greenfield usually wears and 
had a mask made that looks a lot like him – including that shiny bald head of his. Pretty good likeness, 
huh? 
  

But actually I‘m your old – maybe ―ancient‖ would be a better word – your ancient brother in 
Christ, Paul…Paul from Tarsus…you know, the one who, before that trip to Damascus, was called Saul 
and who, at that time, persecuted you Christians, but who got knocked off my donkey and onto my keister 
so I could come to know Jesus and become his apostle to most of your kind – that is, to you Gentiles. 

 
 Don‘t worry about Greenfield. He‘s all right. Taking a little time off by himself before presiding at 
your congregation‘s Annual Meeting. He‘s ok with this little shtick of my subbing for him this morning; after 
all, he recognizes that I‘ve got seniority over him, even if he is getting up there in years himself. 
 
 So, you ask, why did I want to be together with you this morning and preach this really brief 
sermon? 
 
 Well, it‘s because I saw that your scripture for the morning – the Epistle lesson from the 
Lectionary for this Sunday in Epiphany – is one of my own writings and one that‘s become a favorite – 
what I think you folks these days call a ―standard‖ – in the church all over the world. You know, I‘m 
pleased that so many people like it; but the truth of the matter is that I‘m frustrated a lot of the time when it 
is read and when it is preached, because it is so often misinterpreted. So I decided that, finally, I‘d take a 
stab at trying to make clear what I really meant back then (I think it was in the year 53 when I wrote that 
letter to the Corinthians) although I suspect it won‘t do much good, and that people and preachers will 
continue to interpret this passage differently than what I intended. I can‘t help that. 
 
 So what‘s the problem? 
 
 The problem is that everybody reads this passage from I Corinthians out of context – and  either 
they do that because they don‘t pay any attention at all to the context, and see it as just some nice piece 
of writing about a touching subject (love) that doesn‘t have anything to do with what I wrote before and 
after that so called ―love passage,‖ or  because they pay a whole lot of attention to the context (the before 
and after) and still think that the ―love passage‖ is misplaced or irrelevant to the context. 
 
 Another way of saying this is that some very distinguished scholars say that I Corinthians 13 is 
―self-contained‖ – which is just a nice way of saying that it isn‘t relevant to what comes before and after. 
And others, just plain ordinary folks, couldn‘t care less about what I wrote before and after that chapter on 
love – they think it‘s fine just as it is by itself. And, therefore, they think it‘s a wonderful passage to be read 
at weddings and funerals and anniversaries and regularly for daily devotions. Even a lot of non-Christians 
like it and read it, because they think it conveys some universal truth and truths, independent of the 
Christian faith, about love – about how wonderful it is. It‘s sort of like the song, ―They say that falling in 
love is wonderful, is wonderful, so they say.‖ They particularly like those lines I wrote about love being 
patient and kind, not being envious or boastful or arrogant, not being irritable or resentful, but that love 
believes, and hopes, and endures all things. Not bad stuff, if I do say so myself. 
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 But, understand, that‘s not what I had in mind at all when I wrote the church in Corinth. And that‘s 
the point: I wasn‘t writing to the universe, but the church, to the church of Jesus Christ, and to a particular 
church at that: the one in Corinth. 
 
 It was a church in which there were increasing divisions and growing factions of all kinds, but the 
most contentious of which were those between groups who thought they had spiritual gifts that were 
superior to the gifts of ordinary folks. I repeatedly got reports about these divisions, and finally I decided I 
had to write. 
 
 Just take a look at what is now numbered as the twelfth chapter if you want to see what I had to 
say to the Corinthians about these divisions and these groups who thought they had higher gifts of the 
spiritual life than others, and were, therefore, closer to God.  It‘s page 231-232 in your pew Bibles. I think 
this is also a piece of writing of mine that you know fairly well, even if you don‘t associate it to the 
thirteenth chapter. 
 
 In the twelfth chapter I liken the church of Jesus Christ to a body with many diverse parts, but I 
emphasize that each part is essential – so that no one part can say it is more important than another part. 
These diverse and essential parts –  for example, wisdom and discernment, preaching and teaching, 
healing and prophecy, and the list goes on and on – they all come from God, so that even the parts of 
Christ‘s body that are normally considered the lowest are actually equal with the parts that we normally 
consider the highest. Every part is needed for the body to work. Pretty decent analogy, don‘t you think? 
 
 But notice that I end that chapter 12 with these words: ―And I will show you a still more excellent 
way.‖ See that sentence there at the end of verse 31? That should tell you that what follows is directly 
related to what I‘d just written, despite the fact that it almost never is. Well, that‘s why I‘m here subbing for 
Greenfield this morning: to make that point clearly and emphatically. 
 
 I confess I was probably a little too cute and imaginative by writing the whole of the thirteenth 
chapter in the first person singular pronoun ―I‖ – ―If I speak in the tongues of mortals and angels, if I have 
prophetic powers, if I have faith, if I am generous, and have not love I am nothing.‖ I thought it would be 
obvious to any reader or hearer that, given what I had just written, here I was referring not to myself or 
any individual but rather to the church, and to the parts that make up the church. Just too creative, I 
guess. 
 
 The point was – then, and now – that the church operates not only on the principle of the equality 
of the parts (as important as that is), but even more importantly the church, to be the church of Jesus 
Christ, has to operate with the central and overriding reality of love, which is exactly what Jesus reveals 
about God and demonstrates in his own earthly life. Love is the first, the preeminent, the essential, the 
most important reality of this church that we call the Body of Christ – this caring for one another with 
patience and kindness, without envy and boasting and arrogance and irritation and resentment. That‘s the 
―more excellent way‖ that defines the church. And that‘s the way the church of Jesus Christ – his body in 
the world – is supposed to act in the world: with love in everything it does. 
 
 And that‘s exactly the matter I take up at the beginning of the 14

th
 chapter, continuing with the 

business of ―spiritual gifts.‖ 
 
 So, you see, if that‘s the case then, yes, the church needs to be a ―faith body‖ – a ―community of 
faith;‖ and, yes, the church needs to be a ―hope body‖ – a ―company of hope;‖ but most of all, not to the 
exclusion of faith and hope, but most essential of all, the church has to be a ―community of love,‖ a 
―beloved community,‖ a ―love body.‖ 
 
 That‘s what you‘ve got to be here at the Federated Church of Wauconda, a ―love body‖ in here 
among yourselves, a ―love body‖ to other churches, regardless of denomination, in the body of Christ, and 
a ―love body‖ out there in God‘s world. 
 I hope that clears things up. Nice to be with you this morning.  All my love.  


