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Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and... 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...  (Acts 2:2-3, TEV) 
  

Weekly Electronic Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
A patchwork of varied news and announcements 

from our churches, communities, denomination and other organizations, 
covering a wide variety if interests reflecting the diversity of our region 

 
April 8, 2009 

 

 
 

All we like sheep have gone astray. 
We have turned every one to his own way. 

And the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
Isaiah 53:6 
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ABCMC NEWS 
 

Official Notice of Meeting 
 
ABCMC’s Family Council will meet on Saturday, May 9 at North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood 
Avenue, Chicago.   
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Important business to be discussed at this meeting will include a proposed bylaws change that appears at 
the end of this article.  Please come prepared to deal with this recommendation from the Family Cabinet. 
 
Please call or email Tony Rake at the ABCMC office to let him know whether you plan to attend, and 
whether you will stay for lunch.  Registration opens at 8:30 a.m.  The meeting will begin with worship at 9 
a.m., and conclude with lunch at noon.  The suggested donation for lunch is $5. 
 

Proposed Amendments 
to the Family Document of 

American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago, 
as adopted September 14, 1991 

 
The Family Cabinet recommends the following changes: 
 
Article Seven  (“Without limiting this authority the [Family] Cabinet shall: 
 
Add: 
7.8 Meet with representatives of congregations making application for membership as an 
Associated Church in ABCMC, review the applications, and make recommendations to the 
Family Council for or against membership. 
 
Add: 
7.9 Shall serve the functions of program oversight and evaluating structure as a     committee of 
the whole, creating task forces to develop and coordinate program as needed; at-large members 
of the Cabinet will be expected to serve as chairs for these task forces, according to their gifts, at 
the request of the President or the Cabinet. 
 
Article Eight  (Standing Committees) 
 
Delete: “There shall be five Standing Committees:” 
 
8.1 Delete in its entirety 
 
Renumber the committees as follows: 
 
8.1 Finance and Property 
8.2 Ministry  
8.3 Nominating 
8.4 Fund Development Committee 
 
8.2  After the first sentence “This committee shall recommend … ministers in Metro Chicago.” 
add the sentence, “This committee shall oversee the process of complaint against ordained 
persons with nationally validated ordinations.” Edit the final sentence as follows: “This 
committee shall carry out such other functions in that regard as delegated by the Cabinet.” 
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4th Annual ABCMC Disciples’ (Picnic) Dinner 
 

ABCMC’s 4 th Annual Disciples’ (Picnic) Dinner  will take place on the afternoon 
and evening of May 30 on the campus of Judson University in Elgin.  This will be a 
fun event with games and activities for all ages.  The university will serve a cook-
out style meal.  ABCMC congregations are invited to bring desserts reflecting their 
community’s specialties   
 
This will also be the occasion for recognizing 2009 Daily Disciples from each 
congregation, as well as the recipients of region-wide discipleship awards.  The 
awards ceremony will take place in the university’s chapel.  (The nominating form 
for awards is available at 
http://www.abcmc.org/documents/2009_DISCIPLESHIP_AWARDS.pdf 

 
The cost of this event will be $5 per adult, and $2 per child.  Children under 3 will be free.  A free-will 
offering for ABCMC will be taken. 
 

Available for Service 
 
ABCMC received a communication from Wendy Haviland, the youth leader at her ABC church in Kansas. 
Her youth group wants to do a mission trip to Chicago this summer.  Would your church be able to host 
them for housing while they are in Chicago? Or are you aware of a mission project that they might do in 
Chicago? If you can provide them with guidance for this effort, please contact Wendy at 913-488-3172 or 
wendy.r.haviland@gmail.com. 
 

Campolo to Baptists: “Carry Out the Great Commandme nt” 
By Brian Kaylor.  This article is from www.ethicsdaily.com, April 8, 2009. 
 
Popular author and preacher 
Tony Campolo urged Baptists 
to help care for the needs of 
others by making systemic 
changes to American society 
and churches. Campolo 
spoke April 4 during the final 
plenary session of the Baptist 
Border Crossing at Pleasant 
Valley Baptist Church in the 
Kansas City area. 
  
The Baptist Border Crossing 
is the second regional 
meeting modeled after last 
year's Celebration of a New 
Baptist Covenant in Atlanta. 
The first regional gathering was in Birmingham, Ala. 
  
Campolo also urged Baptists to push for fair trade instead of free trade. He explained that American 
subsidized products were hurting the farmers in Africa, which results in unsold food in the markets that is 
wasted and thrown out. He added that such an economic system also undermines the efforts of 
agricultural missionaries who try to help local people improve their economy.  
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"I don't know how blind we can be!" Campolo declared. "You see what the problem is, don't you? That we 
produce food but people don't have the money to buy the food. And the answer is not increasing 
production but helping the poor and the oppressed to have the means of buying those things."  
  
Campolo talked about the efforts of students from Eastern University in St. Davids, Penn., the Baptist 
college where he has taught for decades, to help reduce poverty in other nations. He told stories of some 
of the successful efforts in countries like the Dominican Republic.  
  
"You can't get rid of poverty unless you create jobs," Campolo explained. "So we have young men and 
young women going to Third World countries starting small businesses and cottage industries—
entrepreneurial ventures that these people can own and run themselves."  
  
"We've got to enable people to get jobs," Campolo added.  
  
Campolo also urged those present to get out of the church and reach the needs of those in the 
community. He said to focus first on praying for people's needs and helping connect them with others who 
can help.  
  
"You can't carry out the Great Commission until you first carry out the Great Commandment," Campolo 
explained.  
  
Wallace S. Hartsfield II, pastor of Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church in Kansas City, spoke during 
the session to address the question "Where do we go from here?" Hartsfield, who served as one of the 
two co-chairs of the Baptist Border Crossing Network that planned the gathering, noted that the session 
was being held on the 41st anniversary of the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. Hartsfield then read 
without commentary King's address titled "Where Do We Go From Here?" 
  
In the speech, King calls for greater systemic changes in American society in order to respond to 
problems of racism, poverty and war. King uses the story of Jesus telling Nicodemus to be "born again" 
as an example of what is needed in American society. 
  
"He said, in other words, 'Your whole structure must be changed,'" King said of Jesus. "A nation that will 
keep people in slavery for 244 years will 'thingify' them—make them things. Therefore they will exploit 
them, and poor people generally, economically. And a nation that will exploit economically will have to 
have foreign investments and everything else, and will have to use its military might to protect them. All of 
these problems are tied together. What I am saying today is that we must go from this convention and 
say, 'America, you must be born again!'" 
  
Campolo began his remarks by thanking Hartsfield for the "powerful reading" that is still relevant "to our 
contemporary situation." He also noted that "following the words of Martin Luther King" made him feel that 
he would be "totally superficial" by comparison.  
  
"Martin Luther King was absolutely brilliant," Campolo added later in his sermon. "He understood that you 
couldn't solve the problem of racism and sexism and militarism unless you began to restructure the 
economy."  
  
Visit www.baptistbordercrossing.org to learn more or watch archived videos of the plenary sessions. 
  
Brian Kaylor is a contributing editor for EthicsDaily.com and an editorial assistant for the Baptist General 
Convention of Missouri. 
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Kids Hope United 
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 , the special event 

for Kids Hope United on Sunday, April 19, 
from 1 to 5 p.m.  This event is aimed at 
increasing awareness of child abuse and 
neglect, a crisis affecting a growing number of 
children and families each year.   
 
Come to the Lehmann Mansion, 485 
Milwaukee Avenue, Lake Villa.  Enjoy a 
Parisian market theme, bistro-inspired menu, 
wine-tasting and a fashion show.  There will 
also be a silent auction, luncheon, speaker, 

and a raffle drawing.  Tickets are $75.  On line registration is at kidshopeunited.org.  Go to “Events”, 
then to “April”, and click on “April in Paris”.  For more information, please contact Kristy Cechini at 847-
245-6505 or kcechini@kidshopeunited.org  
 

Thinking Theologically 
 
Every two weeks ABCMC’s Executive Minister Larry Greenfield writes a column, “Thinking Theologically 
for the Common Good,” for Protestants for the Common Good.  Larry’s latest column, “Knee-Bending,” 
appears at the end of  this issue of eWind. 
 

Karen Open House 
This invitation is from Dawn Noldan of North Shore Baptist Church. 
 
Dear Friends,  
  
How can one person ask another to be concerned about the problems of a third?  I’ll try. 
  
The Karen, an ethnic group from Burma/Myanmar, brothers and sisters who have been entering our 
community are facing the same concerns that we all are: job loss, housing issues, food shortages but with 
the added frustration of unfamiliarity with language, rules/laws, and education.  
  
Last November, North Shore Baptist Church hosted the first Karen American Open House to attempt to 
meet those concerns and try to find answers for our new friends. We welcomed over 450 people! 
  
On April 19 th, from 12:30-5:00 p.m., this effort will be repeate d and you are welcome to join us as 
we provide:  
 --sources for ESL, GED, skills assessment and job training.  
 --workshops on application filing, résumé writing and developing interviewing skills.  
 --housing and tenants’ rights advocates.  
 --public aid contacts.  
Detailed information is enclosed in the attachment.   
 Traditional Karen foods will be served from 12:30-3 :30 p.m. for a donation of $5.00.  
  
Please join us, and if anyone  you know would benefit from the information provided, bring them along. 
Presentation and materials will be in English, translated to Karen; some materials are available in 
Spanish. Translators will be present who are fluent in Spanish, English, Karen and Burmese. However, 
this is for everyone who is looking for assistance in any of these areas whether immigrant, refugee…. 
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If you, or your organization, would be interested in making a presentation, interviewing potential 
employees, or supplying helpful and pertinent information, please contact me at the number below.  
  
Dawn Noldan 
Missional Ministry, North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood, Chicago 
773-728-4200x.31 
773-294-1530 cell 
 

Metro Chicago ABC Spring Youth Overnight Camp on Ma y 22-23 
  
It’s like a church youth lock-in, but outdoors.  
  
Join us at Mississippi Palisades for an Overnight Camp, leaving 
Friday, May 22, and returning Saturday, May 23.  Communally, we 
pitch tents, cook, clean, sleep, hike, and then wrap it up to return 
home after an evening and day in nature.  The focus of the trip is 
three fold:  have fun, explore nature, and commune with God.   
  
For several years, the youth group at Hyde Park Union Church has 
been visiting various area state parks for overnight camping 
retreats led by one of its lay members with 40 years experience in 
camping.  Each time, fun was had by all and spiritual growth 
happened.  Now that we know the procedures to manage and the 
ways to make camping accessible for any able bodied youth or 
adult, it is time to expand on our success and invite all Metro 
Chicago American Baptist Churches in this fun worship 
experience.   
  

Already, we have other churches joining us.  So why not join the fun? 
  
Cost per youth / adult is estimated at an average of $35 for all food, camping site, and travel costs.   
  
If your church is interested in taking advantage of this opportunity, please contact Tim Smith, Ph.D. at 
773-395-2981 or tsmith@wiglafpricing.com. We are forming a committee to coordinate the activities.  
Further information will be provided to any interested church.    
  
No youth group is too small.  No experience or equi pment is required: just an open spirit of 
exploration.  
  

FAQ:   
What do you mean by “youth”?  Girls and boys in middle and high school. 
  
How is food managed?  We cook communally over an open fire using charcoal cookers.  Dr. Smith takes 
care of bringing all the food that is necessary for all parties.  We cook whatever we think everyone can 
eat and we eat at the same time.  Kids participate in prep, clean up, and of course eating.  The cost of 
food is divided proportionally to the attendees and is part of the estimated cost of $35 per person.   
  
I have never camped. I don’t know what to do.   Doesn’t matter.  If you have a toothbrush, sleeping bag, 
and a willingness to pitch in, you are good to go.  
  
How do we get there? If there is only one or two of you, we can arrange a pick-up or meeting place.  If 
there are 3 or more, it’s just a short drive out of town. 
  
What kind of “spiritual growth” are we talking about?  Between Friday night and Saturday Afternoon, three 
spiritual exercises can be held, with the third culminating in a personal mediation and prayer exercise.  
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Each spiritual exercise could be led by a different church youth leader.  The format of that spiritual 
exercise is up to the leader in charge for that event. 
  
Can we sing songs?  Sure.  Bring a guitar or other source of music and we can all join in on Friday Night 
Campfire Sing 
 

North Shore Baptist Church Mission Trip Opportunity   
 
Any ABC-Metro Chicago church member who is interested in going to New Orleans June 13-June 20, 
2009 on a short-term mission trip with North Shore Baptist Church may go to the church’s  web site and 
download the application at: http://northshorebaptist.org  There are 4-5 slots open—you will have until 
April 10 to respond  (ASAP will be preferable).  The cost of the trip is about $770.  This includes airfare, 
lodging, and all meals.  The project is to go help our sister church New Greater Hope Missionary Church 
which is part of the Program Churches Supporting Churches.  The primary mission of this trip is to go help 
to paint and fix (different project) the inside of their worship center since they lost their sanctuary during 
Katrina.  For more information you can email Pastor Rony Reyes at: rreyes@northshorebaptist.org or call 
at (312) 316-4400 Hope to hear from you soon! 
 

NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS 
 

Holy Week Events  
 
A number of ABCMC congregations have scheduled services and other events to take place during Holy 
Week, April 5-11.  Here are listings for a few of our churches: 
 
Community Church of Barrington, 407 S. Grove Avenue , Barrington  
Thursday, April 9 , Maundy Thursday, Community gathering, Salem United Methodist Church, 115 W. 
Lincoln Avenue, Barrington.  Middle East themed buffet – 6 p.m.; Communion service – 7 p.m.; Voices in 
the Shadows with Larry Greenfield and Bill Greene.  Please phone in reservations no later than Sunday, 
April 5.  Suggested donation: $10. 
Friday, April 10 , Good Friday, Service of music and reflection – 7 p.m. 
 
Federated Church of Wauconda, 200 Barrington Road, Wauconda  
Sunday, April 5 , Palm Sunday, Kids Easter Egg Hunt – 11 a.m. 
Thursday, April 9 , Maundy Thursday, Maundy Thursday service – 7 p.m. 
Friday, April 10 , Good Friday, Sanctuary open for prayer - noon-3 p.m. 
Sunday, April 12 , Easter Sunday Services: Sunrise 6:15 a.m.; Early 8 a.m.; Late 9:45 a.m. 
 
First Baptist Church of LaGrange, 20 N. Ashland Ave nue, LaGrange  
Friday, April 10 , city-wide Good Friday service – noon-1 p.m. with fellowship afterwards. 
 
Grace Baptist Church, 1020 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue, Chi cago  
Thursday, April 9 , Maundy Thursday, dinner and communion, pastor’s home, 7 p.m. 
Friday, April 10 , Good Friday service at pastor’s home, 7 p.m. 
 
Irving Park Baptist Church, 4401 W. Irving Park Roa d, Chicago  
Thursday, April 9 , Maundy Thursday, potluck supper, 6 p.m.; Communion and Tenebrae service, 7 p.m. 
Sunday, April 12 , Resurrection Sunday, 11 a.m. 
 
Morgan Park Baptist Church. 11024 S. Bell Avenue, C hicago  
Friday, April 10 , Good Friday, Good Friday Supper – “Meal in the Upper Room” 6 p.m. – Reservations 
required – 773-445-9443 
Sunday, April 12 , Easter Sunday, Easter Breakfast – 9 a.m. – Dining Room 
 
Montrose Baptist Church, 4411 N. Melvina, Chicago  
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Friday, April 10 , Good Friday, Worship & Communion, 7p.m. 
Saturday, April 11 :  Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt Outreach, 9 a.m.-11 a.m. 
Sunday, April 12 :  Resurrection Sunday, Breakfast, 9:30 a.m. 
 
North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood Avenue , Chicago  
Sunday, April 12 , Easter Sunday, English and Spanish Resurrection Worship, sanctuary or Howell Hall, 
10 a.m.; All language groups Believer’s Baptism, sanctuary, 10:50 a.m.; Japanese Resurrection Worship, 
Nambu Chapel, 11 a.m. 
 
Original Providence Baptist Church 515 N. Pine Ave.  Chicago  
Friday April 10 , 12:00 p.m. The Seven Last Words of Christ 
Sunday, April 12 , Easter - Sunrise Service 7:30am -  Sermon by Rev. Kojo Amo -  General Secretary of 
the Ghana Baptist Convention; 8:30am Breakfast; 9:30a.m. Sunday School Easter Program; 11:00a.m. 
Morning Worship Service 
 
South Church, 501 S. Emerson Street, Mount Prospect  
Thursday, April 9 , Maundy Thursday, 7:30 p.m. — Chapel 
Join us for a simple service during which we will partake of soup and bread, and serve each other 
communion.  
Friday, April 10 , Good Friday, 5–7 p.m. — Sanctuary 
Join us for a quiet, unstructured time of contemplation and prayer. Communion will be available for those 
who wish to partake. 
Saturday, April 11 , 7–11 a.m. — Community Pancake Breakfast., Kids 12 and younger eat free!  A guest 
appearance by the Easter Bunny and candy for the kids.  
Sunday, April 12 , Easter Sunday, 10:30 a.m.  — Sanctuary - Worship Service. Please join us in 
Fellowship Hall following the service for refreshments. 
 
Third Baptist Church, 1551 W. 95 th Street, Chicago  
There is off-the-street parking just south of the church off of Ashland/Fowler Drive and the church building is 
handicapped accessible. 
Sunday, April 5 , Palm Sunday, 7:55 a.m. and 10:55 a.m. 
Thursday, April 9 , Maundy Thursday, special communion service, in the sanctuary, in memory of Jesus’ 
last supper with his disciples, 7 p.m. 
Friday, April 10 , Good Friday, “The Seven Last Utterances of Jesus from the Cross,” reflected in song, 
praise dance, mime, and preaching, 7 p.m. 
Sunday, April 12 , Easter Sunday, Celebrate the Risen Christ, 7:55 a.m. and 10:55 a.m. 

 

Hunting for Eggs 
 

 
 
Montrose Baptist Church, 4411 N. Melvina, Chicago, will host their first ever neighborhood Easter egg 
hunt on Saturday, April 11 from 9 a.m. to 11a.m.  All are invited. 
 



 10 

The South Church to Host Community Pancake Breakfas t on April 11 
 

Kids 12 and younger eat free; Easter Bunny to make special 
appearance 
 
The South Church, 501 S. Emerson Street, Mount Prospect, will host a 
Community Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, April 11, from 7 a.m. to 11 
a.m. The menu will include pancakes (regular, chocolate chip, and 
banana), sausage, juice, milk, coffee, and South Church hospitality, for a 
cost of $5.00 per adult. There is no charge for children age 12 and 

younger. The Easter Bunny will make an appearance from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. to pass out goodie bags to 
children and pose for photos.  
 
The South Church is handicap-accessible. Fellowship Hall may be accessed by the downward ramp on 
the north side of the church. Ample parking is available in the church’s two parking lots, located on the 
south and north sides of Sha-Bonee Trail at Emerson Street. Street parking is also available.  
 

Woods Groundbreaking 
 

Woodside Church, 1509 E. Court Street, Fling, Michigan, is celebrating Earth Day with a 
special dedication aligned to the events planned by Mott Community College. At noon, 
Woodside will officially begin the process of replanting the urban forest in Flint, located on 
the church property and adjacent to the Mott campus. The first tree will be planted by Betty 
Brenner, who made a significant contribution to the project as a memorial to her mother 
Lucille Brenner. Ms. Brenner is a member of Woodside who has been an active, involved 
resident of Flint and a reporter for The Flint Journal for many years. Sophia Bacon, and 
Miriam Schaefer will be assisting Betty with the tree-planting. Ms. Bacon has been a 
member of Woodside for 77 years and was at the original ground-breaking ceremony for 
their current church building in 1951. Ms. Schaefer was also at both the original ground-

breaking ceremony of the main building and of the Children’s wing addition. She has been a member for 
62 years.  
  
This event signals a major milestone in the project, which includes planting a total of 103 trees--28 on 
April 18 and another 75 on April 25. Members of Woodside and honor students from Mott contributed 
their time and talent to prepare for this event. Deadwood and brush was cleared. Two trails were 
established. And, a number of benches will be installed throughout the area to allow visitors the 
opportunity to relax, reflect, and meditate in this wonderful setting. 
  
Woodside invites everyone to join in the celebration, which will involve several dignitaries from Flint. 
Woodside is located at 1509 East Court Street, next to Mott Community College. Please visit 
www.woodsidechurch.net or call 810-767-4911 for the most up-to-date information. 
 

Karen-American Open House 
 
On Sunday, April 19, North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood Avenue, Chicago, will host its 
second Karen-American Open House at the church.  Knowing that Karen refugees in Chicago are facing 
the same challenges as other Chicagoans—e.g., job searches hunger, and educational needs—plus the 
additional frustrations of language challenges, the congregation will devote the hours of 12:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. to providing resources for the Karen community.  Resources will include sources for ESL, GED, 
skills assessment and job training; worships on filling out applications and writing resumes, as well as 
having job interviews; housing and tenants’ rights advocates; and public aid contacts.  Traditional Karen 
foods will be served from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. for a donation of $5. 
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North Shore Baptist Church Mission Trip Fund Raiser s 
This invitation is from North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood Avenue, Chicago. 

  
There will be three fundraising opportunities for you to enjoy at: 

North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 North Lakewood at Berwyn, 773-728-4200 
Proceeds benefit the Mission Trip to assist North Shore’s sister Church in the 9th Ward of New Orleans. 

 
Saturday, April 25th 

5:30 pm Mardi Gras Dinner & Party:  
Cajun & Creole-inspired foods, Mask & Costume Contest, Family Fun! 

$10 donation/12-adult; $6 donation/3-12 
 

Saturday, May 9th 
7:00 pm Jazz Festival featuring the Clark Street Jazz Band and other artists. 

$5 donation, tickets available by phone (773)728-4200 and at the door 
 

Saturday,  June 6th 
Car Wash 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. at Thybony Paint & Wallcovering, 5440 N. Clark, Chicago, $5 Donation 

 
A full-color flier is attached with this issue of eWind.  Please print, post and share it. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Diversity and End of Life Care 
 

Hospice Foundation of America will host its 16th Annual Living With Grief 
Teleconference, “Diversity and End-of-Life Care,” Live-via-satellite and webcast 
on Wednesday, April 29, 2009 from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m. at Advocate Christ 
Medical Center, The Auditorium, 4440 West 95th Street, Oak Lawn.  Boxed lunch 
will be provided from 11:30 a. m. to 12:15 p.m.  {No food is allowed in the 
auditorium.) 
 
This program and lunch are offered FREE of charge, but registration is required.  

To reserve a place or for more information, please call: Advocate Mission & Spiritual Care Office at 847-
384-3513 
 
The teleconference will examine how diversity influences end-of-life decision making and the impact that 
culture has at the time of death and during bereavement. One of the goals of the teleconference is to 
increase sensitivity by helping professionals acknowledge how their own cultural values and assumptions 
influence the delivery of care. The program will also discuss the challenges that may occur when culture 
considerations may cause ethical concerns or moral distress.  
 
Continuing Education Units Available!  
Continuing education contact hours (CEU) will be available through the Hospice Foundation of America 
for nurses, social workers, counselors, funeral directors, clergy, psychologists, physicians, EMS 
personnel, EAPs and nursing home administrators. There is a $25 online processing fee per certificate, 
per participant. The processing fee through the mail with HFA is $35. On-line CE information will be 
available at the conclusion of the teleconference. 
 
For more information and to register for this program, call 847-384-3513. 
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Ministry Conference of the University of Chicago Di vinity School 
 
“From the Ends of the Earth,” a conference on 21st century Christianity will be presented at the University 
of Chicago Divinity School, 1025 E. 58th Street, Chicago.  The conference will take place Friday-Saturday, 
May 1-2.  The Friday portion will be from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.  The Saturday portion will be 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 
The keynote speaker will be Kwok Pui Lan, William F. Cole Professor of Christian Theology and 
Spirituality at Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  Other speakers will include Betta 
Mengistu of the International Bible Society and William Dyrness, Professor of Theology and Culture at 
Fuller Theological Seminary in California.  Please email your questions and reservations to 
ministryconference@gmail.com.  The conference will be open to the public.  The program is co-
sponsored by the Lily Endowment. 
 

Health, Human Rights and the War on Gaza: Evidence from the 
Frontlines  
 
A Discussion with Dr. Mads Gilbert   
moderated by Dr. Quentin Young  
 
When: Wednesday, April 15th, 5:30pm 
Where:  University of Chicago, Rockefeller Chapel  
              5850 S. Woodlawn Avenue  
 
A professor and physician based in Tromsoe, Norway, Dr. Gilbert has participated in numerous 
international emergency medical missions and training projects in war and post-conflict zones in 
Lebanon, West Bank, Gaza, Iran, Burma, Cambodia, Afghanistan, and Angola. During the most recent 
conflict in Gaza, Dr. Gilbert was one of a few foreign physicians on the ground, in a period when foreign 
journalists were barred from entry. Dr. Gilbert has published several articles in The Lancet about his 
experience and has been interviewed extensively by the international media, including CNN, BBC and Al-
Jazeera.    
   
Dr. Young has been a continued leader in public health policy and medical and social justice issues. In 
1998, he had the special distinction of serving as President of the American Public Health Association 
and in 1997 was inducted as a Master of the American College of Physicians. In 1980, Dr. Young 
founded the Chicago based Health & Medicine Policy Research Group, of which he is currently 
Chairman. Health & Medicine is a non-profit organization created to be an advocate for the health care 
needs of the poor and underserved in Chicago. He has served as Chairman of the American College of 
Physicians' Subcommittee on Human Rights and Medical Practice and has been a member of both the 
Humana-Michael Reese Medical Board and the American College of Physicians Health and Public Policy 
Committee.   
   
Sponsored by Amnesty International, Global Health Initiative, Committee on International Affairs in Public 
Policy, Students for Justice in Palestine, American Friends Service Committee – Chicago, American 
Muslims for Palestine-National 
 
Join the facebook event: 
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid� 0777270003&ref=nf 
<http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid� 0777270003&ref=nf>  
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ABCUSA NEWS 
Other articles from the American Baptist News Service are available at  
http://www.abc-usa.org/whoweare/newsservice/newsservice.aspx  
 
NATIONAL MINISTRIES ANNOUNCES GRANT PROGRAM FOR ABC  ORGANIZATIONS 
MINISTERING TO CHILDREN IN POVERTY 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 4/8/09)— Through its Children in Poverty initiative, National Ministries, 
American Baptist Churches USA, invites American Baptist-related congregations, Christian centers, and 
other mission organizations to apply for 2009 Children in Poverty grants.    
 
At least 10 grants ranging from $1,000 to $5,000 will be awarded to qualified recipients. The application 
deadline is April 30, 2009. Recipients will be notified by June 15, 2009.    
 
Through the initiative, National Ministries seeks to encourage and equip American Baptists to respond to 
the needs of children in poverty through ministries of caring, to recognize and reward existing ministry 
projects that address children in poverty issues, and to motivate others to consider beginning projects that 
address children in poverty in and near their communities.    
 
20 to 25 percent of U.S. children suffer with inadequate nutrition, mediocre education, deficient health 
care and many other stumbling blocks to living abundant lives. More than 14 million children, from 
newborn to age 18, live in impoverished communities in the United States and Puerto Rico. To raise 
awareness, reach out, pray, and take action for these children, the Board of National Ministries 
unanimously approved a Children in Poverty Resolution in 2006.    
 
Successful grant applicants must address the needs of children in poverty within a local community. 
Greater weight will be given to projects that address quality public school education, access to quality 
health care or livable wages.    
American Baptist-related congregations and organizations are eligible and encouraged to apply for these 
grants. The application process is annual: recipients in 2009 will not be guaranteed grant awards in 2010. 
   
Grant applications are available at www.nationalministries.org/CIP/.    
 
Applications may be submitted via e-mail or the U.S. Postal Service. Submit applications online to Rev. 
Lisa Harris, acting coordinator of Children’s Ministries/Children in Poverty Initiative, at lisa.harris@abc-
usa.org. Send applications via the U.S. Postal Service to the Office of Children in Poverty Initiative, 
National Ministries, P.O. Box 851, Valley Forge, Pa., 19482-0851.    
 
For more information regarding grants or the application process, contact Harris at lisa.harris@abc-
usa.org or 1-800-ABC-3USA, extension 2158.   
 

National Ministries Garners National Recognition fo r E-Newsletter 
Effort 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 4/8/09)— National Ministries’ electronic newsletter, “News & Notes from 
American Baptist Home Mission,” has been awarded a DeRose-Hinkhouse Certificate of Merit by the 
Religion Communicators Council (RCC), a national interfaith association of religion communicators who 
work in print and electronic communication, marketing and public relations.    
 
The award recognizes the achievements of RCC members who demonstrate excellence as religion 
communicators. Entries in various categories were judged by the Communications faculty of Eastern 
Illinois University in Charleston, IL. The awards honor the late Victor DeRose and Paul M. Hinkhouse, 
who were leading lithographers in New York City.    
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The team that launched the e-newsletter, which celebrated its first anniversary in February, was led by 
Susan Gottshall, associate executive director for communications, and included David Cushman, 
research and information services officer, Danny Ellison, director of creative services, David Chandler, 
online managing editor, Patricia Osborne Randolph, multimedia specialist, and Karen Drummond, 
executive administrative assistant. 
 
Four percent of subscribers participated in a recent survey to gauge the newsletter’s effectiveness. 
Results indicated that 92 percent find the e-newsletter “very helpful” or “somewhat helpful.” More than 86 
percent prefer receiving the issue once a month. Almost 70 percent of survey participants indicated they 
would like to be made aware of opportunities to share their time or financial resources with National 
Ministries’ missions.    
 
“News & Notes from American Baptist Home Mission” has experienced an “open rate” of 37 percent 
throughout its first year; the rate of other newsletters sent by the same distributor averages 24 percent.    
To subscribe to “News & Notes from American Baptist Home Mission,” visit www.nationalministries.org.   
 

Connecting with the Baptist Joint Committee for Rel igious Liberty 
BJC launches new Web presence at www.BJConline.org 
 
Visit the Baptist Joint Committee's new home on the Web,  complete with the latest church-state news, 
our popular blog, links to the BJC's new Facebook, Twitter and Flickr pages, videos of the BJC on Capitol 
Hill and much, much more.  
 
Use the site as a research tool on issues such as political discourse, religion in the public schools, the 
free exercise of religion and the government funding of religion, to name a few.  In the Act Today section, 
you'll find information on how to plug into the BJC's efforts on Capitol Hill and in your community. 
 
The site was developed by the good folks at The Brainstorm Lab in Macon, Ga. 
 

Supporting Missionaries Around the World 
 
American Baptist International Ministries has launched a program to encourage new individuals to 
support missionaries around the world. 
 
The Luther Rice Society -- a group of nearly 1,000 individual donors -- has raised nearly $500,000 to be 
used solely to provide matching grants when new individual donors give directly to missionary support. 
The program will run through June 30, 2009. 
 
"There has been remarkable generosity on the part of individual donors who say we care about our 
missionaries and want to help inspire others to share in their support the way we do," said International 
Ministries executive director Reid Truslon. 
 
One of the initial donors -- Lonny Bruce, said he hoped the matching gifts fund would encourage others to 
give more generously. "We hope that our gift will allow more missionaries to stay on the field and that 
others may be added," said Bruce, a Kansas businessman and former International Ministries board 
member. Bruce, along with his wife Laura, gave $40,000 to help start the fund. 
 
The fund will match donations from new individuals who give at least $200 up to $2,000 to a missionary 
unit between now and June 30. New donors include first-time givers and those who give to a missionary 
they have not supported in the past three years. Donors may also make gifts directly to the matching gift 
fund. 
 
The matching gift fund has the potential to generate $1 million in new individual supporters for 
International Ministries missionaries. In 2008, $6.2 million of resources was used to support over 110 
long-term missionaries, serving in 30 countries around the world. 
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People who want more information about the Luther Rice Society Matching Gift Fund can call 800-222-
3872, ext. 2323 or 2311, or email the director of development Dave Worth at Dave.Worth@abc-usa.org. 
 
The Luther Rice Society is named after Luther Rice, (1783-1836) who dedicated his life to raise support 
for the first wave of Baptist missionaries sent from North America in the early 1800s, beginning with 
Adoniram and Ann Judson, who went to Burma. International Ministries created the Society in 2001 to 
recognize donors who have made leadership gifts of $1,000 to more than $100,000 annually to help 
people come to Christ, grow in Christ and change their world with Christ. 
 
American Baptist International Ministries, organized in 1814, is the oldest Baptist mission agency formed 
in North America.  We serve more than 2,500 short-term and long-term missionaries annually, bringing 
U.S. and Puerto Rico churches together with partners in 74 countries in cutting-edge ministries that tell 
the good news of Jesus Christ while meeting human needs. 
 

MINISTERS COUNCIL NEWS 
 

ABCMC Ministers Council Meeting Friday, April 17 
 
TO:  Pastors and Professional Church Leaders 
FROM: Doug Harris (for the Ministers Council) and Larry Greenfield (for ABCMC) 
RE:  Ministers Council Meeting with Dr. C. Jeff Woods, Associate General Secretary of ABC-USA, Friday, 
April 17, Noon - 3:00 P.M. North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood Avenue, Chicago. 
 
No one in our denomination keeps up on trends in ministry like Jeff Woods. He's on top of the research 
literature, but even more importantly he is constantly checking in with church leaders not just to confirm or 
question what the literature is presenting but also to keep ahead of the research. 
 
We are delighted to report that Dr. Woods will be in Chicago for meetings on the weekend of April 17 and 
we've persuaded him to come in a little early to meet with all of us -- to share his findings and insights 
with us, put us in touch with resources, update us on what is happening within ABC-USA and beyond, 
and engage in conversation about those trends he is tracking. 
 
We'll gather at noon for a brown bag lunch (drink and dessert will be provided), and then meet together 
until 3:00 p.m. 
 
Please call the regional office (773-804-1655) to let us know if you are coming. 
�

HEALTH CARE NEWS 
 

It's Now or Never: Rally for Real Health Care Refor m! 
(Mobilize for Health Care in April) 
 
As Congress debates the future of health care in America, you may be wondering: Will we get quality and 
affordable insurance? Will we eliminate pre-existing conditions? Participate in the debate!  
 
Join with Representative Jan Schakowsky, Citizen Action/Illinois and HCAN as we call for quality, 
affordable health care that we can all count on in 2009! We can't trust the insurance industry with health 
care reform.  
 
When: Saturday, April 18, 2009 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Where: St. Augustine College, 1345 W. Argyle St., Chicago, 60640 
(Just northeast of Clark & Lawrence - Argyle Red Line stop) 
Contact Jessica for more info at 312-427-2114x206 or Jessica@citizenaction-il.org. 
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National Healthcare Decisions Day April 16 
This article is from Rainbow Hospice 
 
Who do you wish to speak for you when you are unable to speak for yourself?  
 
What are the beliefs, affirmations, traditions, and wishes that should guide the decisions made about your 
end-of-life care? 
 
Where can we best talk with one another about hope, dignity, faith, and legacy if not within the caring and 
supportive environment of our faith community? 
 
April 16 is National Healthcare Decisions Day, an opportunity for all of us to talk with those we love about 
what we most value in our living and our dying, to provide direction for our care when we are seriously ill, 
and to entrust someone with the privilege and responsibility of caring forth our wishes. 
 
Rainbow Hospice and Palliative Care's LIFE Institute  has long been a resource for community 
discussions about end-of-life care, educating about decision-making, providing advance directives 
documents, and facilitating conversations. If we can be of service to you and your community for National 
Healthcare Decisions Day, or at any other time of your choosing, please call upon us. 
 

PEACE NEWS 
 

Northwest Suburban Meeting 
 
The Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project will hold their monthly meeting on Wednesday, April 8 at 7 
p.m. at the South Church, 501 S. Emerson Street, Mount Prospect.  All who are interested in working with young 
people about lifestyles promoting peace and justice are welcome to attend.  For more information, please visit the 
group’s web site, www.nwsubpep.org  
 

Please View this Video about Palestine/Israel 
This information is from the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC). 

 
AFSC has just released a new 2 min. video that 
lays bare one of the major stumbling blocks to 
creating a just peace in the Middle East - the 
fragmentation of the West Bank by Israeli 
settlements, roads, and off limits areas.    
  
With a new administration in Washington and a 
fresh diplomatic approach in the Middle East, it’s 
an important time to raise this issue and to make 
our voices heard, so we’re asking all our friends 
and supporters to: 
  
·  Watch the video on our website: 

www.afsc.org/mideast  
·  Use the link to send a letter to your 

congressional representatives asking them 
to stop using our tax dollars to create barriers to peace in the Middle East  
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
Please pray for world peace. 
 
Please pray for all the people of the Democratic Republic of Congo, especially girls and women, who are 
terribly vulnerable there. 
 
Please pray for those dealing with conflicts in the Middle East. 
 
Please pray for ABC missionary Kim Brown in Thailand.  Kim directs the House of Love in Chang Mai, 
Thiland, a home for young tribal women and others who are coping with the problems caused by AIDS, 
disabilities, and migration from their traditional villages to urban slums.  The House of Love recently 
moved to a beautiful new facility.  Let’s all join Kim and the residents in thanking God for this blessing. 
 
Please pray for ABC missionaries Glen and Rita Chapman in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  Glen 
and Rita train Congolese students and their spouses, preparing them for ministry in their hometown in the 
rural environment. 
 
Please hold in prayer ABC global consultant Dan Buttry.  Dan trains church and community leaders in 
conflict transformation skills, utilizing experiential education methodologies and Bible study. 
 
Please pray that God will guide and bestow wisdom upon all who are engaged in reforming our nation’s 
health care system. 
 
Please pray for divine guidance for those who are attempting to reform the political system of the state of 
Illinois. 
 
Please pray for ABC missionaries Charles and Sarah West in Zambia.  Charles serves with the Baptist 
Convention of Zambia in the areas of educational ministries and leadership development.  Sarah works 
with vulnerable and exploited women and children at risk. 
 
Please hold in prayer ABC missionary Ruth Mooney, currently on Puerto Rico/USA assignment.  Ruth's 
ministry is Christian education. She lives in Costa Rica, where she works with Ediciones Lumbrera, a 
team that writes and publishes Bible study materials for the Federacion de Asociaciones Bautistas de 
Costa Rica and churches throughout Latin America. 
 

BOOK NOOK 
 

National Ministries' Staff Member Pens Christian Ed ucation Book 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 4/8/09)— Alban Institute has released “Learning the Way: Reclaiming 
Wisdom from the Earliest Christian Communities” by Cassandra Carkuff Williams, National Ministries’ 
national coordinator for Discipleship Resource Development.    
 
Williams, who oversees National Ministries’ annual “Discipleship Planning Guide” and the Workshops for 
Church Life and Leadership, writes in the introduction that she developed the book for those who:  
“...believe that Scripture can inform all aspects of personal and congregational life, including the process 
as well as the content of Christian education...Who think the world is in desperate need of concrete 
witnesses to the power and presence of Jesus and who both suspect and hope that revived and reformed 
ministries of education are central to reclaiming authentic faith and witness.”    
 
Grounded in biblical scholarship yet eminently practical, “Learning the Way” seeks principles of 
discipleship from the first three generations of Jesus’ followers and invites those ancient voices into 
dialogue with contemporary church life. Each chapter includes summary insights and exercises, making 
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this an ideal resource for both individual reflection and small group study. A resource for clergy and laity 
who want to reclaim the biblical mandate for authentic discipleship in a post-modern world, “Learning the 
Way” has received advance praise from academics and church leaders alike.    
 
Rev. Marilyn Turner, National Ministries Associate Executive Director for Program Ministries, said, 
“Cassandra Williams’ book first takes readers backward in time to develop within us a deeper 
understanding of our Christian roots. It then propels us forward, into the 21st century, better equipped to 
live and do ministry that is evocative of the genuine spirit of Christ. I’m sure that the result will be 
churches and communities who will experience a deepening sense of the call and presence of Christ.”    
 
Dr. Israel Galindo, dean and professor of Christian Education at the Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Richmond, writes in the forward: “Conversational in style but appropriately critical, ‘Learning the Way’ is 
grounded in a historical perspective that provides a responsible corrective to faddish notions about 
Christian education and discipleship. By providing an overview of the first three generations of the 
Christian faith, Williams provides a clue as to how the Way was formatted both by its cultural and 
historical context, and also by its nature: Christianity was a movement and corporate way of life before it 
was an organized religion.”    
 
Rev. Dr. Andrew Linzey, a member of the faculty of Theology at the University of Oxford in England, said 
of Williams’ book, “Not only delightful, but scholarly also. I was struck by the depth and clarity of 
[Williams’s] thinking, and by the way [she is] admirably able to combine the personal and academic.”    
Dr. Robert W. Pazmiño, Valeria Stone professor of Christian Education at Andover Newton Theological 
School in Newton Centre, MA, said, “Inspired by Sara Little, Williams brings our attention to lessons 
gained from the earliest Christian communities for our lives today. Good reading for all those engaged in 
and called to the teaching ministries of the Christian Church.”    
 
Read an excerpt of the book at www.alban.org.    
 
“Learning the Way: Reclaiming Wisdom from the Earliest Christian Communities” ($18, plus shipping and 
handling) is available through National Ministries’ publishing ministry Judson Press: Call 1-800-458-3766 
or visit www.judsonpress.com to order.    
 
Visit National Ministries’ discipleship webpages at www.nationalministries.org for more information and 
resources about Christian witness.   
 

Judson Press Book Receives National Recognition 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 4/7/09)— “Rest in the Storm: Self-Care Strategies for Clergy and Other 
Caregivers” by Kirk Byron Jones is one of only 40 books and films recently selected by Sojourners 
magazine as the “Best Resources for Social Change.” The Sojourners list includes the works of historic 
and contemporary luminaries, including Sojourner Truth, Henri Nouwen, Steven Spielberg, and Martin 
Luther King Jr.    
 
Jones’ book, published in 2001 by Judson Press, was one of the first books to address the issue of 
emotional burnout among caregivers. Since its publication, it has sold more than 15,000 copies and has 
become a standard text in many seminaries and universities around the country.    
 
Of the honor, Jones stated, “I am humbled and honored by Sojourners placing ‘Rest in the Storm’ on the 
same shelf with works by authors and leaders I have admired my entire life. This acknowledgement by a 
periodical with its own amazing history of being a catalyst for social change takes my breath away and 
inspires me to no end.”    
 
A former pastor for 20 years, Jones currently teaches social ethics and preaching at Andover Newton 
Theological School, Newton Centre, MA, and conducts self-care and spiritual empowerment seminars 
around the country. In addition to “Rest in the Storm”, Jones is the author of several other books, 
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including “Addicted to Hurry: Spiritual Strategies for Slowing Down”, “The Jazz of Preaching: How to 
Preach with Great Freedom and Joy", “Morning B.R.E.W.: A Divine Power Drink for Your Soul", and “Holy 
Play: The Joyful Adventure of Unleashing Your Divine Purpose".    
 
Founded in 1824, Judson Press publishes Christ-centered leadership resources for the transformation of 
persons, congregations, communities, and cultures. In 2009, Judson celebrates its 185th year of Christian 
publishing. Judson Press books can be ordered by calling 800-458-3766 or visiting 
www.judsonpress.com.   
 

Position Opening 
 

Online Organizer 
 
The Beatitudes Society, a growing national educational organization that nurtures the progressive faith 
voice in seminary and beyond, is launching a 12-month Pilot Project to develop our Professional Network 
by providing emerging leaders with the resources and social relationships that will strengthen and sustain 
their social justice commitments.  
   
We seek to hire, for a 12-month development period beginning July 1, 2009, a motivated, hard-working, 
enthusiastic, theologically-trained and tech-savvy Online Organizer to staff this pilot project. At the 
completion of the 12-month pilot period, the program will be evaluated and a determination will be made 
regarding a more permanent staff position.  
   
Click HERE (http://files.e2ma.net/30029/assets/docs/online_organizer_project_job_description.doc) for 
the Job Description.   
 
To Apply  

·  Submit:  your resume, references and brief answers to the 6 questions below  
·  Via email:  Anne@BeatitudesSociety.org  
·  By:  April 30, 2009  

1. Please tell us why you would be a great online organizer for this pilot project.  
2. Please tell us about your experience of Progressive Christianity. 
3. How do you use online social networking tools in your life and how have you used them for previous 
jobs/projects? 
4. What magazines/blogs do you read regularly? 
5. What do you see as the differences and similarities between online and in-person organizing? 
6. Tell us briefly how you would begin to develop our professional network; what three things would you 
do to provide resources and networking for Progressive Christian leaders? 
 
Top candidates will be interviewed, with selection made by May 30, 2009.  
   
We look forward to hearing from you!  
   
No calls, please.  
Principals only, no recruiters.  
   
The Beatitudes Society, a project of the Tides Center, is an equal opportunity employer. We strongly 
encourage and seek applications from women, and people of color, including bilingual and bicultural 
individuals, as well as members of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender communities. 
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CALENDAR  
 
April 5-May 10 —Guest preacher Rodrick Banda, Christ Community Church, 602 E. Geneva Road, 
Wheaton, Sunday morning services. 
 
April 8 —Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project meeting, South Church, 501 S. Emerson 
Street, Mount Prospect, 7 p.m. 
 
April 11 —Neighborhood Easter egg hunt, Montrose Baptist Church, 4411 N. Melvina, Chicago, 9-11 a.m. 
 
April 12 —Easter Sunday 
 
April 17 —ABCMC Ministers Council brown bag lunch meeting with Jeff Woods, North Shore Baptist 
Church, 5244 N. Lakewood Avenue, Chicago, noon-3 p.m. 
 
April 18 —Family Cabinet meeting 
 
April 18 —Health Care Reform Rally, St. Augustine's College, 1345 W Argyle Street Chicago, 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. 
 
April 19 —Kids Hope United Spring Fashion Show and fund raising event, The Lehmann Mansion, 485 
Milwaukee Avenue, Lake Villa, 1-5 p.m. 
 
April 19 —Karen American Open House, North Shore Baptist Church, 12:30 until 5:30 pm. 
 
April 21 —Finance and Property Committee meeting, 200 W. Madison, Chicago, 3 p.m. 
 
April 23 —“Building Bridges:  Stepping Stones to a Healthier Community,” community forum by Family 
Bridges (Lazos de Familia), Roosevelt University, 1400 N. Roosevelt Boulevard, Schaumburg, 8 a.m.-3 
p.m. 
 
April 23 —Faith Community Conference on Addictions: It Takes a Village— Working Together to Help 
Families Heal and Recover from the Impact of Addiction, Avenue Hotel Chicago, 160 E. Huron, Chicago, 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
 
April 26 —Memorial Service for Tom Douthett, Grace Baptist Church, 1020 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue, 
Chicago, 4 p.m. 
 
April 26-29 —Mobilization to End Poverty, Washington D.C.  For more information, visit www.sojo.net 
 
April 29 —Hospice Foundation of America’s 16th Annual Living With Grief Teleconference, “Diversity and 
End-of-Life Care,” Live-via-satellite and webcast from at Advocate Christ Medical Center, the Auditorium, 
4440 West 95th Street, Oak Lawn, 12:30 - 3 p.m. 
 
May 9—Family Council meeting, North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood Avenue, Chicago.  
Registration opens at 8:30 a.m.  The meeting begins with worship at 9 a.m., and concludes with lunch at 
noon.  Suggested donation for lunch: $5.  Please let Tony Rake at the ABCMC office know of your 
attendance and lunch plans by noon on Wednesday, May 5.  Contact Tony at tony@abcmc.org or 773-
804-1655. 
 
May 13—Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project monthly meeting, South Church, 501 S. 
Emerson Street, Mount Prospect, 7 p.m. 
 
May 17—Eighth Annual Walk for a Just Peace in Israel and Palestine, Oak Park.  For more information, 
please contact www.cjpip.org 
 
May 22-23—Metro Chicago Youth Spring Overnight Camping event. 
 



 21 

May 30—ABCMC’s Fourth Annual Disciples’ (Picnic) Dinner, 2 p.m.-6 p.m., Judson University, Elgin. 
 
June 4-6 —Baptist History and Heritage Society’s annual conference, Huntsville, Alabama, “Celebrating 
400 Years of Being Baptist,” http://www.baptisthistory.org/annualmeeting2009.pdf 
 
June 10 —Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project monthly meeting, South Church, 501 S. 
Emerson Street, Mount Prospect, 7 p.m. 
 
June 13 —Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Music Institute of Chicago Nichols Concert Hall, 1490 
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m. 
 
June 25-26 —Pre-Biennial Event with Leonard Sweet, Pasadena, California. 
 
June 26-28 —ABCUSA Biennial Meeting, Pasadena, California. 
 
June 28-July 3 —Holy Spirit Renewal Ministries conference, Green Lake Conference Center, Wisconsin. 
 
July 8 —Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project monthly meeting, South Church, 501 S. 
Emerson Street, Mount Prospect, 7 p.m. 
 
July 25-31 —National AB Women’s Conference, Lake Williamson Christian Center, Carlinville, Illinois. 
 
August 3-7 —Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church Leaders, presented by Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Center at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, 22W 415 Butterfield Road, Glen Ellyn.  For information, 
please visit www.LMPeaceCenter.org.  
 
November 3-7 —2009 Black Church Conference, Holiday Inn Hotel and Conference Center, 500 Holiday 
Plaza Drive, Matteson, Illinois. 
 
The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  We email the newsletter each Wednesday.  We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments.  Please email your 
communications to the editor, Lynne Kelley, at lynne@abcmc.org.  If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, 
please let us know at the ABCMC office, 773-804-1655.  The ABCMC office is at 7035 W. Grand Avenue, Suite 102, Chicago, 
Illinois 60707 

 

THINKING THEOLOGICALLY ABOUT THE COMMON GOOD 
April 3, 2009 

 

“Knee-Bending” 
 

The Apostle Paul tells the Christians in Philippi that every knee ought to bend at the name of the 

God-exalted Jesus and that every tongue ought to confess that the God-chosen Jesus is the guide 

and governor of all of life. 

 

Paul isn’t making a claim about what is currently the case – clearly not all knees are bending. It 

is pretty evident, then and even now, that relatively few of all the knees are making that move. 

The same goes for all the tongues confessing. 
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Neither is Paul making a prediction about bending knees and confessing tongues in some future 

time. The verb he uses is not “shall” as it applies to knees and tongues. 

 

Paul, rather, is staking out an ethical claim. 

 

And it isn’t a restricted ethical claim. It isn’t one that applies only within, say, the Christian 

community or church. 

 

Knee-bending and tongue-confessing is a universal ethical claim, according to Paul. It applies to 

everybody – to every being that has moral agency (the capacity to make and act on an ethical 

choice). This “ought” applies across the board – as Paul writes: “in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth.” 

 

If this is the nature of Paul’s claim – that knee-bending and tongue-confessing about Jesus is 

ethical in nature – then we have every right to ask why that is the case. 

 

But we don’t have to speculate on that “why” question, because Paul has already provided an 

answer: all knees ought to bend and all tongues ought to confess because, in human (not divine 

or supernatural) expression or form, Jesus revealed and enacted what is the essential character of 

all reality, even at its lowest and most subservient level. 

 

That is to say, Paul here is grounding his universal ethic in his metaphysics: that the truth about 

reality, at its most fundamental level, is the giving up or emptying of the “self “(to use a term 

particularly applicable to the human dimension of reality) in service to another or to others, even 

to the point of the death of the self. 

 

A shorthand way of stating that metaphysical truth is: sacrificial love is the ultimate dimension 

of reality – not just human reality, not just natural reality, but even the divine reality. It is that 

fundamental dimension of all reality that Jesus teaches and, even more importantly, enacts in his 

self-giving life and death. 

 

That’s why, ethically, every knee ought to bend and every tongue ought to confess that God-

chosen Jesus is the guide and governor of all of life. 

But let’s be clear: this isn’t just a theoretical ethic based on a metaphysical claim and argument; 

it is also a practical ethic. 
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In fact, in his letter to the Philippians that’s his main concern. Paul only gets theoretical and 

philosophical as a means to back up his everyday, practical point: 

 

 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others 

 better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but 

 to the interests of others. (Phil 2: 3-4) 

 

When that practical ethic is followed, Paul writes, you will have the “same mind” as God-chosen 

Jesus. (2:5) 

 

* * * * * 

 

If I am reading Paul accurately here it would mean that knee-bending is not so much a ritual of 

religious homage to the Chosen One of God who blindly followed the divine will but more a 

physical sign of freely chosen discipleship to the one who, by his own freely chosen acts, 

decisively discloses the ultimate character of all reality. Knee-bending is a physical act that 

serves as an ethical symbol of the way one is choosing to live one’s own life according to that 

revelatory life. 

 

Knee-bending represents and re-presents symbolically what one, as a moral agent, does 

practically in everyday life to be a disciple of Jesus – humbly contributing to the well-being of 

others – who are regarded as better or of more importance than one’s self – in acts of mercy and 

compassion, in acts of justice, reconciliation, and peacemaking. 

 

Tongue-confessing, it then follows, is the word-act of that same commitment, explaining the 

commitment to others and inviting others to share in that understanding, that commitment, that 

way of life. 

 

The challenge of a knee-bending and tongue-confessing life is how to make it pervasive over of 

all dimensions of one’s everyday existence, not to be confined only to one’s religious life but 

infused deep into our personal and professional, our public and political lives. 

 

Deep knee-bends. 

 


