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Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

Mark 1:3b
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ABCMC NEWS

4™ Annual ABCMC Disciples’ (Picnic) Dinner

ABCMC's 4™ Annual Disciples’ (Picnic) Dinner  will take place on
the afternoon and evening of May 30 on the campus of Judson

University in Elgin. This will be a fun event with games and activities @

for all ages. The university will serve a cook-out style meal. ABCMC 2
congregations are invited to bring desserts reflecting their community’s ’-.!
specialties

This will also be the occasion for recognizing 2009 Daily Disciples from ‘
each congregation, as well as the recipients of region-wide discipleship

awards. The awards ceremony will take place in the university’s 2
chapel. (The nominating form for awards is available at —

http://www.abcmc.org/documents/2009 DISCIPLESHIP_AWARDS.pdf

The cost of this event will be $5 per adult, and $2 per child. Children
under 3 will be free. A free-will offering for ABCMC will be taken.

Available for Service

ABCMC received a communication from Wendy Haviland, the youth leader at her ABC church in Kansas.
Her youth group wants to do a mission trip to Chicago this summer. Would your church be able to host
them for housing while they are in Chicago? Or are you aware of a mission project that they might do in
Chicago? If you can provide them with guidance for this effort, please contact Wendy at 913-488-3172 or
wendy.r.haviland@gmail.com.




Kids Hope United

Don’t miss , the special event

for Kids Hope United on Sunday, April 19,
from 1 to 5 p.m. This event is aimed at
increasing awareness of child abuse and
neglect, a crisis affecting a growing number of
children and families each year.

Come to the Lehmann Mansion, 485
Milwaukee Avenue, Lake Villa. Enjoy a
Parisian market theme, bistro-inspired menu,
wine-tasting and a fashion show. There will
also be a silent auction, luncheon, speaker,
and a raffle drawing. Tickets are $75. On line registration is at kidshopeunited.org. Go to “Events”, then
to “April”, and click on “April in Paris”. For more information, please contact Kristy Cechini at 847-245-
6505 or kcechini@kidshopeunited.org

Metro Chicago ABC Spring Youth Overnight Camp on Ma  y 22-23

It's like a church youth lock-in, but outdoors.

Join us at Mississippi Palisades for an Overnight Camp, leaving
Friday, May 22, and returning Saturday, May 23. Communally, we
pitch tents, cook, clean, sleep, hike, and then wrap it up to return
home after an evening and day in nature. The focus of the trip is
three fold: have fun, explore nature, and commune with God.

For several years, the youth group at Hyde Park Union Church has
been visiting various area state parks for overnight camping
retreats led by one of its lay members with 40 years experience in
camping. Each time, fun was had by all and spiritual growth
happened. Now that we know the procedures to manage and the
ways to make camping accessible for any able bodied youth or
adult, it is time to expand on our success and invite all Metro
Chicago American Baptist Churches in this fun worship
experience.

Already, we have other churches joining us. So why not join the fun?
Cost per youth / adult is estimated at an average of $35 for all food, camping site, and travel costs.
If your church is interested in taking advantage of this opportunity, please contact Tim Smith, Ph.D. at

773-395-2981 or tsmith@wiglafpricing.com. We are forming a committee to coordinate the activities.
Further information will be provided to any interested church.

No youth group is too small. No experience or equi pment is required: just an open spirit of
exploration.

FAQ:
What do you mean by “youth”? Girls and boys in middle and high school.



How is food managed? We cook communally over an open fire using charcoal cookers. Dr. Smith takes
care of bringing all the food that is necessary for all parties. We cook whatever we think everyone can
eat and we eat at the same time. Kids participate in prep, clean up, and of course eating. The cost of
food is divided proportionally to the attendees and is part of the estimated cost of $35 per person.

| have never camped. | don’t know what to do. Doesn’t matter. If you have a toothbrush, sleeping bag,
and a willingness to pitch in, you are good to go.

How do we get there? If there is only one or two of you, we can arrange a pick-up or meeting place. If
there are 3 or more, it’s just a short drive out of town.

What kind of “spiritual growth” are we talking about? Between Friday night and Saturday Afternoon, three
spiritual exercises can be held, with the third culminating in a personal mediation and prayer exercise.
Each spiritual exercise could be led by a different church youth leader. The format of that spiritual
exercise is up to the leader in charge for that event.

Can we sing songs? Sure. Bring a guitar or other source of music and we can all join in on Friday Night
Campfire Sing

North Shore Baptist Church Mission Trip Opportunity

Any ABC-Metro Chicago church member who is interested in going to New Orleans June 13-June 20,
2009 on a short-term mission trip with North Shore Baptist Church may go to the church’s web site and
download the application at: http://northshorebaptist.orqg There are 4-5 slots open—you will have until
April 10 to respond (ASAP will be preferable). The cost of the trip is about $770. This includes airfare,
lodging, and all meals. The project is to go help our sister church New Greater Hope Missionary Church
which is part of the Program Churches Supporting Churches. The primary mission of this trip is to go help
to paint and fix (different project) the inside of their worship center since they lost their sanctuary during
Katrina. For more information you can email Pastor Rony Reyes at: rreyes@northshorebaptist.org or call
at (312) 316-4400 Hope to hear from you soon!

NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS

Holy Week Events

A number of ABCMC congregations have scheduled services and other events to take place during Holy
Week, April 5-11.

Community Church of Barrington, 407 S. Grove Avenue , Barrington

Thursday, April 9, Maundy Thursday, Community gathering, Salem United Methodist Church, 115 W.
Lincoln Avenue, Barrington. Middle East themed buffet — 6 p.m.; Communion service — 7 p.m.; Voices in
the Shadows with Larry Greenfield and Bill Greene. Please phone in reservations no later than Sunday,
April 5. Suggested donation: $10.

Friday, April 10, Good Friday, Service of music and reflection — 7 p.m.

Federated Church of Wauconda, 200 Barrington Road, Wauconda
Sunday, April 5, Palm Sunday, Kids Easter Egg Hunt — 11 a.m.

Thursday, April 9, Maundy Thursday, Maundy Thursday service — 7 p.m.
Friday, April 10, Good Friday, Sanctuary open for prayer - noon-3 p.m.

Sunday, April 12, Easter Sunday, Sunrise Service 6:15 a.m.; Early Service 8 a.m.; Late Service 9:45 a.m.




First Baptist Church of LaGrange, 20 N. Ashland Ave _ nue, LaGrange

Friday, April 10, city-wide Good Friday service — noon-1 p.m. with fellowship afterwards.

Irving Park Baptist Church, 4401 W. Irving Park Roa __d, Chicago
Sunday, April 5, Palm Sunday, worship service, 11 a.m.

Thursday, April 9, Maundy Thursday, potluck supper, 6 p.m.; Communion and Tenebrae service, 7 p.m.
Sunday, April 12, Resurrection Sunday, 11 a.m.

Morgan Park Baptist Church. 11024 S. Bell Avenue, C  hicago
Friday, April 10, Good Friday, Good Friday Supper — “Meal in the Upper Room” 6 p.m. — Reservations
required — 773-445-9443

Sunday, April 12, Easter Sunday, Easter Breakfast — 9 a.m. — Dining Room

Montrose Baptist Church, 4411 N. Melvina, Chicago
Friday, April 10, Good Friday, Worship & Communion, 7p.m.

Saturday, April 11: Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt Outreach, 9 a.m.-11 a.m.
Sunday, April 12: Resurrection Sunday, Breakfast, 9:30 a.m.

North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood Avenue , Chicago

Sunday, April 12, Easter Sunday, English and Spanish Resurrection Worship, sanctuary or Howell Hall,
10 a.m.; All language groups Believer's Baptism, sanctuary, 10:50 a.m.; Japanese Resurrection Worship,
Nambu Chapel, 11 a.m.

South Church, 501 S. Emerson Street, Mount Prospect

Thursday, April 9, Maundy Thursday, 7:30 p.m. — Chapel

Join us for a simple service during which we will partake of soup and bread, and serve each other
communion.

Friday, April 10, Good Friday, 5-7 p.m. — Sanctuary
Join us for a quiet, unstructured time of contemplation and prayer. Communion will be available for those
who wish to partake.

Saturday, April 11, 7-11 a.m. — Community Pancake Breakfast., Kids 12 and younger eat free! A guest
appearance by the Easter Bunny and candy for the kids.

Sunday, April 12, Easter Sunday, 10:30 a.m. — Sanctuary - Worship Service. Please join us in
Fellowship Hall following the service for refreshments.

Third Baptist Church, 1551 W. 95 " Street, Chicago

There is off-the-street parking just south of the church off of Ashland/Fowler Drive and the church building is
handicapped accessible.

Sunday, April 5, Palm Sunday, 7:55 a.m. and 10:55 a.m.

Thursday, April 9, Maundy Thursday, special communion service, in the sanctuary, in memory of Jesus’
last supper with his disciples, 7 p.m.

Friday, April 10, Good Friday, “The Seven Last Utterances of Jesus from the Cross,” reflected in song,
praise dance, mime, and preaching, 7 p.m.

Sunday, April 12, Easter Sunday, Celebrate the Risen Christ, 7:55 a.m. and 10:55 a.m.

Woodside Church, 1509 E. Court Street, Flint, Michi __gan
Saturday, April 4 — Easter Celebration and Egg Hunt with games, puppet show, and lots of fun — 1-3 p.m.




Hunting for Eggs
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Woodside Church, 1509 E. Court Street, Flint, Michigan, will host an Easter Celebration and Egg Hunt on
Saturday, April 4, from 1 to 3 p.m. All are invited.

Montrose Baptist Church, 4411 N. Melvina, Chicago, will host their first ever neighborhood Easter egg
hunt on Saturday, April 11 from 9 a.m. to 11a.m. All are invited.

The South Church to Host Community Pancake Breakfas  t on April 11

Kids 12 and younger eat free; Easter Bunny to make special
appearance

The South Church, 501 S. Emerson Street, Mount Prospect, will host a
Community Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, April 11, from 7 a.m. to 11
a.m. The menu will include pancakes (regular, chocolate chip, and
banana), sausage, juice, milk, coffee, and South Church hospitality, for a

== cost of $5.00 per adult. There is no charge for children age 12 and
younger. The Easter Bunny will make an appearance from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. to pass out goodie bags to
children and pose for photos.

The South Church is handicap-accessible. Fellowship Hall may be accessed by the downward ramp on
the north side of the church. Ample parking is available in the church’s two parking lots, located on the
south and north sides of Sha-Bonee Trail at Emerson Street. Street parking is also available.

North Shore Creates New Part-Time Positions for Kar  en Ministry

North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood Avenue, Chicago, has welcomed Rev. Roger Poenunt as
part-time Assistant Pastor with the church’s Karen Fellowship. Pastor Roger and his wife, Se See Lia
and their two young adult children arrived in Chicago last June. With Roger’s leadership, the Karen
Fellowship is having prayer and Bible studies, as well as welcoming Karen newcomers.

The church has also hired Poe Clee as part-time Coordinator of Refugee Mission Activities. He has been
working with refugee agencies for the last couple of years. Throughout this time, his services as
translator and interpreter of culture have been essential to North Shore’s ministry with Karen refugees.
Now that Poe Clee’s agency jobs have been ended due to funding cuts, the church is delighted to
welcome him as a part-time staff member.

Preaching Series at Christ Community Church

Christ Community Church of Wheaton welcomes back Rodrick Banda from Malawi this spring as a guest
preacher for six full weeks. From 2002-2004 Rodrick Banda was with the church while he studied for his
master’'s at Wheaton College. He preached regularly, attended the prayer meeting and men’s Bible study
each week and lived a simple, godly life as an international student. His wife and 2 sons were in Malawi,
praying for him and keeping contact with him from afar.



The church had an inkling of his future ministry opportunities in his country but did not know the role he
was to play until he returned and immediately became the General Secretary of Scripture Union in
Malawi. In his country, that includes Bible studies and Bible clubs in the public schools. It is a very far-
reaching program that can affect an entire nation. Rodrick’s ministry has extended beyond Malawi to
include leadership training for young adults, teaching on healthy living in the wake of HIV/AIDS, Christian
marriage and biblical family values, training Church Leaders on the use of the Bible, running youth camps
with over 600 pupils and 100 teachers, and discipling the new converts that come from the ministry.

Because of Malawi’s financial crisis and Rodrick’s many responsibilities, Christ Community Church never
thought they would see him again in the U.S. But his airfare has been paid, his visa was granted and
Rodrick will arrive on March 30 for a 6-week preaching and ministry visit in the church. He is living a
modern version of the Acts story, so please come and invite others to the church during all of April and
the first 2 weeks in May to hear him. God has opened the door for a visit that will be life-transforming.
For more information, please phone the church at 630-665-2259.

Woods Groundbreaking

On Saturday, April 18 at noon, Woodside Church, 1509 E. Court Street, Fling, Michigan,
will begin the reforestation of their urban woods. All are invited to join them for the opening
ceremony in their effort to restore native growth to the forest. New trails have been
established and dead trees have been removed. The church is preparing their woodland to
be available as public space for mediation and exploration, as well as study by neighboring
colleges.

Karen-American Open House

On Sunday, April 19, North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood Avenue, Chicago, will host its
second Karen-American Open House at the church. Knowing that Karen refugees in Chicago are facing
the same challenges as other Chicagoans—e.qg., job searches hunger, and educational needs—plus the
additional frustrations of language challenges, the congregation will devote the hours of 12:30 p.m. to
5:30 p.m. to providing resources for the Karen community. Resources will include sources for ESL, GED,
skills assessment and job training; worships on filling out applications and writing resumes, as well as
having job interviews; housing and tenants’ rights advocates; and public aid contacts. Traditional Karen
foods will be served from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. for a donation of $5.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Diversity and End of Life Care

A f':) Hospice Foundation of America will host its 16th Annual Living With Grief

<. Teleconference, “Diversity and End-of-Life Care,” Live-via-satellite and webcast
on Wednesday, April 29, 2009 from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m. at Advocate Christ
Medical Center, The Auditorium, 4440 West 95th Street, Oak Lawn. Boxed lunch
will be provided from 11:30 a. m. to 12:15 p.m. {No food is allowed in the
auditorium.)
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This program and lunch are offered FREE of charge, but registration is required.
To reserve a place or for more information, please call: Advocate Mission & Spiritual Care Office at 847-
384-3513



The teleconference will examine how diversity influences end-of-life decision making and the impact that
culture has at the time of death and during bereavement. One of the goals of the teleconference is to
increase sensitivity by helping professionals acknowledge how their own cultural values and assumptions
influence the delivery of care. The program will also discuss the challenges that may occur when culture
considerations may cause ethical concerns or moral distress.

Continuing Education Units Available!

Continuing education contact hours (CEU) will be available through the Hospice Foundation of America
for nurses, social workers, counselors, funeral directors, clergy, psychologists, physicians, EMS
personnel, EAPs and nursing home administrators. There is a $25 online processing fee per certificate,
per participant. The processing fee through the mail with HFA is $35. On-line CE information will be
available at the conclusion of the teleconference.

For more information and to register for this program, call 847-384-3513.

Ministry Conference of the University of Chicago Di vinity School

“From the Ends of the Earth,” a conference on 21 century Christianity will be presented at the University
of Chicago Divinity School, 1025 E. 58" Street, Chicago. The conference will take place Friday-Saturday,
May 1-2. The Friday portion will be from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. The Saturday portion will be 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The keynote speaker will be Kwok Pui Lan, William F. Cole Professor of Christian Theology and
Spirituality at Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Other speakers will include Betta
Mengistu of the International Bible Society and William Dyrness, Professor of Theology and Culture at
Fuller Theological Seminary in California. Please email your questions and reservations to
ministryconference@gmail.com. The conference will be open to the public. The program is co-
sponsored by the Lily Endowment.

ABCUSA NEWS

Other articles from the American Baptist News Service are available at
http://www.abc-usa.org/whoweare/newsservice/newsservice.aspx

Faithfulness in Plenty and Want
This reflection is by Lowell Fewster, former Executive Minister of the ABC of Connecticut.

Joseph and Pharaoh’s Dream:
“Fat and Skinny Cows, Short-sightedness and Proflig acy”
In Genesis 41:14-41, Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dream about the seven fat and skinny cows and ears
of corn. (Perhaps providing one to speak to the herders, one to the farmers!) Joseph becomes the food-
planning czar, builds an infrastructure of warehouses and uses the years of plenty to store the bounty for
the hard times to come.

Quite a contrast to our times. We handled the years of plenty with profligacy, spending more and more,
waging two wars and falling into the trap of spending beyond our means, nationally, internationally and
personally. There was no planning for the lean years that lay ahead. There was no Pharaoh who heard
the prophecy and acted not to let the fat cow bubble get out of hand.

One difference: in our case the fat years were the cause of the lean years. It was as though the cattle
devoured the pastures at such a rate that nothing healthy would grow there in the lean years.

Joseph and Pharaoh’s dream is a long ways from “give no thought for the morrow.” It is saying we need
to be aware and plan for what is happening. Joseph tells Pharaoh that God is the dream interpreter and
God is the power that brings the fat and lean years. | think God calls us to be wise (as serpents) and to



plan and act on our wisdom. In our case | don't think it is God’s direct causation of the fat and skinny
years; | think that is ours. As leaders and participants in one of the economically dominant and powerful
nations of the world we need to take responsibility for these hard times.

Since it was our profligacy that helped this happen, since we had responsibility for the unregulated and
riotous living that has led to the situation of recession/ depression, job loss, foreclosures, homelessness
and hopelessness, the Parable of the Prodigal Son also speaks to me. But we may be more like the
older stay-at-home brother. We stayed home, tended our 401Ks and didn't take all that many cruises or
buy too much techie stuff. But it was our brothers and sisters who took all they had and more and blew it
in riotous living, bonuses, sub-prime mortgages, McMansions and risky investments. In this case, like the
brother, we have a hard time with the prodigal brothers and sisters getting bailed out—while the Loving
Father in the parable deals with the return of the profligate son as the need for a community to be
restored.

As | ponder these Biblical stories and what they might mean in our present times, | find myself supporting
Pharaoh and being concerned that | am too much like the older brother.

A question also follows: How do we discern Josephs today that God is acting through to prepare us for
God’s future?

American Baptists to Join In 'Mobilization to End P overty'

Thousands of Christians will gather April 26-29 in Washington, D.C., with a broad and diverse coalition of
faith-based organizations, churches and global anti-poverty groups to raise awareness about poverty.

Hosted by Sojourners, the “Mobilization to End Poverty” represents
one of the largest anti-poverty coalitions today: Lead sponsors
include Convoy of Hope, ONE, Wesley Theological Society, World
Vision and National Ministries, American Baptist Churches USA.

ABCMC'’s own Zina Jacque, pastor of the Community Church of
Barrington, will be worship leader for the event.

The assembled group will call on President Obama and the new

Congress to make overcoming poverty a political priority and to

develop a national plan that addresses the moral and spiritual

crisis that allows it. Participants will share in education, worship,

community and activism, meeting with Congressional leaders and
learning how to be more effective locally.

In this current economic climate, people are coming to American Baptist churches every day—and

more than before—seeking help because of hunger, homelessness, unemployment, illiteracy and
inadequate health insurance. As Christians, American Baptists know these hardships can be addressed
through prayer as well as better policy and more powerful advocacy. The “Mobilization to End Poverty” is
a crucial event to raise awareness and urgency with leaders and decision makers in Washington, D.C.

Through participation in the “Mobilization to End Poverty,” National Ministries joins with others in raising a
collective voice with and on behalf of people in our communities struggling with the negative effects of
poverty. National Ministries is committed to cutting poverty in half by 2019 and continuing the work of
justice in the years beyond.

Because National Ministries is a sponsoring partner of the mobilization, American Baptists can register at
www.sojo.net/mobilization/abc for the reduced rate of $199.

More information about the mobilization is available at www.sojo.net.



MINISTERS COUNCIL NEWS

ABCMC Ministers Council Meeting Friday, April 17

TO: Pastors and Professional Church Leaders

FROM: Doug Harris (for the Ministers Council) and Larry Greenfield (for ABCMC)

RE: Ministers Council Meeting with Dr. C. Jeff Woods, Associate General Secretary of ABC-USA, Friday,
April 17, Noon - 3:00 P.M. North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood Avenue, Chicago.

No one in our denomination keeps up on trends in ministry like Jeff Woods. He's on top of the research
literature, but even more importantly he is constantly checking in with church leaders not just to confirm or
question what the literature is presenting but also to keep ahead of the research.

We are delighted to report that Dr. Woods will be in Chicago for meetings on the weekend of April 17 and
we've persuaded him to come in a little early to meet with all of us -- to share his findings and insights
with us, put us in touch with resources, update us on what is happening within ABC-USA and beyond,
and engage in conversation about those trends he is tracking.

We'll gather at noon for a brown bag lunch (drink and dessert will be provided), and then meet together
until 3:00 p.m.

Please call the regional office (773-804-1655) to let us know if you are coming.

HEALTH CARE NEWS

Now Is the Time—Let's Get Together

The “American Baptist Resolution on Health Care for All” was adopted in 1991 and modified in 1993. You
can read the entire statement at http://www.abc-usa.org/Resources/resol/healthcre.pdf. It says that
“Healing is a significant sign and metaphor of biblical faith. The prophets of the Old Testament and Jesus
himself were healers. Physical well-being was valued for its own sake as well as a sign of hope for the
day when everyone would share equally in the blessings of shalom.”

The resolution states, “Today in the United States we have a health care system that is in crisis... At any
given time about 35 million people in the U.S., one-seventh of the population, have no health care
coverage... In the U.S. we pay more for health care than other industrialized nations and get less for our
money. The Department of Health and Human Services estimates the total cost of health care in the U.S.
in 1992 to exceed $800 billion, 13% of the gross national product.”

In the years since that policy statement was adopted, the health care system in the United States has
continued to deteriorate. In 2008, the total cost for health care in the United States was $2.4 trillion or
17% of the gross domestic product. Health care costs were under 11% of the gross domestic product in
other industrialized nations. In 2009, U. S. health care costs are projected [by the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services (CMS)] to be over $2.5 trillion, and 17.6% of the gross domestic product.

We as American Baptists have long held the position that health care is a right, not a privilege. This is
reflected not only in the resolution of 1991/1993, but also in our 1975 Policy Statement on Health Care.
American Baptists and all Americans need to advocate for real reform in our health care system.

Let’s join with U.S. Representative Jan Schakowsky and Health Care for American Now as we call for
quality, affordable health care we all can count on in 2009. We can't trust the insurance industry with
health care reform. We need reform that guarantees:

Comprehensive benefits we can count on
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Choice of private or public health insurance plan
Coverage we can afford
Equal access to quality care

The rally for real health care reform will take place on Saturday, April 18, form 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. It will be
at St. Augustine's College, 1345 W Argyle Street Chica go. Please print and share the attached flier
promoting this event. Let's be there! For more information, please contact Jessica Palys at 312-427-
2114, extension 206 or Jessica@acitizenaction-il.org

PEACE NEWS

Northwest Suburban Meeting

The Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project will hold their monthly meeting on Wednesday, April 8 at 7
p.m. at the South Church, 501 S. Emerson Street, Mount Prospect. All who are interested in working with young
people about lifestyles promoting peace and justice are welcome to attend. For more information, please visit the
group’s web site, www.nwsubpep.org

Please View this Video about Palestine/lsrael
This information is from the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC).

AFSC has just released a new 2 min. video that lays bare one of the major stumbling blocks to creating a
just peace in the Middle East - the fragmentation of the West Bank by Israeli settlements, roads, and off
limits areas.

With a new administration in Washington and a fresh diplomatic approach in the Middle East, it's an
important time to raise this issue and to make our voices heard, so we're asking all our friends and
supporters to:

Watch the video on our website: www.afsc.org/mideast
Use the link to send a letter to your congressional representatives asking them to stop using our tax

dollars to create barriers to peace in the Middle East
Send this to everyone in your personal and professional networks with the same message.

PRAYER REQUESTS

Please pray for world peace.

Please pray for all the people of the Democratic Republic of Congo, especially girls and women, who are
terribly vulnerable there.

Please pray for those dealing with conflicts in the Middle East.

Please pray for ABC missionary Kim Brown in Thailand. Kim's work includes overseeing Christ-like
ministries for tribal people who are coping with the problems caused by AIDS, disabilities, and migration
from their traditional villages to urban slums.

Please hold in prayer ABC missionaries Ed and Miriam Noyes, serving in the Democratic Republic of
Congo. Ed supports and advises Congolese Baptist church programs promoting more productive,
profitable, and sustainable farming techniques. Miriam has a burden for thousands of illiterate women
who provide the foundations of healthy family life, yet are marginalized or impoverished because they
cannot read and write. She promotes church-based literacy programs and trains literacy teachers.
Programs have now been established in over half of the Baptist churches in Kinshasa.
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Please pray that God will guide and bestow wisdom upon all who are engaged in reforming our nation’s
health care system.

Please pray for God’s support and guidance with those who are in ministry with persons at the end of life,
and for those who are at life’s end.

Please pray for an open heart to God’s leading as we approach Holy Week.

CALENDAR

April 4 —Easter Celebration and Egg Hunt, Woodside Church, 1509 E. Court Street, Flint, Michigan, 1-3
p. m.

April 5 —Palm Sunday

April 5-May 10 —Guest preacher Rodrick Banda, Christ Community Church, 602 E. Geneva Road,
Wheaton, Sunday morning services.

April 8 —Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project meeting, South Church, 501 S. Emerson
Street, Mount Prospect, 7 p.m.

April 11 —Neighborhood Easter egg hunt, Montrose Baptist Church, 4411 N. Melvina, Chicago, 9-11 a.m.
April 12 —Easter Sunday

April 17 —ABCMC Ministers Council brown bag lunch meeting with Jeff Woods, North Shore Baptist
Church, 5244 N. Lakewood Avenue, Chicago, noon-3 p.m.

April 18 —Family Cabinet meeting

April 18 —Health Care Reform Rally, St. Augustine's College, 1345 W Argyle Street Chicago, 11 a.m.-1
p.m.

April 19 —Kids Hope United Spring Fashion Show and fund raising event, The Lehmann Mansion, 485
Milwaukee Avenue, Lake Villa, 1-5 p.m.

April 19 —Karen American Open House, North Shore Baptist Church, 12:30 until 5:30 pm.
April 21 —Finance and Property Committee meeting, 200 W. Madison, Chicago, 3 p.m.

April 23 —“Building Bridges: Stepping Stones to a Healthier Community,” community forum by Family
Bridges (Lazos de Familia), Roosevelt University, 1400 N. Roosevelt Boulevard, Schaumburg, 8 a.m.-3
p.m.

April 23 —Faith Community Conference on Addictions: It Takes a Village— Working Together to Help
Families Heal and Recover from the Impact of Addiction, Avenue Hotel Chicago, 160 E. Huron, Chicago,
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

April 26 —Memorial Service for Tom Douthett, Grace Baptist Church, 1020 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue,
Chicago, 4 p.m.

April 26-29 —Mobilization to End Poverty, Washington D.C. For more information, visit www.sojo.net

April 29 —Hospice Foundation of America’s 16th Annual Living With Grief Teleconference, “Diversity and
End-of-Life Care,” Live-via-satellite and webcast from at Advocate Christ Medical Center, the Auditorium,
4440 West 95th Street, Oak Lawn, 12:30 - 3 p.m.

May 13—Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project monthly meeting, South Church, 501 S.
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Emerson Street, Mount Prospect, 7 p.m.

May 17—Eighth Annual Walk for a Just Peace in Israel and Palestine, Oak Park. For more information,
please contact www.cjpip.org

May 22-23—Metro Chicago Youth Spring Overnight Camping event.
May 30—ABCMC'’s Fourth Annual Disciples’ (Picnic) Dinner, 2 p.m.-6 p.m., Judson University, Elgin.

June 4-6 —Baptist History and Heritage Society’s annual conference, Huntsville, Alabama, “Celebrating
400 Years of Being Baptist,” http://www.baptisthistory.org/annualmeeting2009.pdf

June 10 —Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project monthly meeting, South Church, 501 S.
Emerson Street, Mount Prospect, 7 p.m.

June 13 —Sing to Live Community Chorus concert, Music Institute of Chicago Nichols Concert Hall, 1490
Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 7:30 p.m.

June 25-26 —Pre-Biennial Event with Leonard Sweet, Pasadena, California.
June 26-28 —ABCUSA Biennial Meeting, Pasadena, California.
June 28-July 3 —Holy Spirit Renewal Ministries conference, Green Lake Conference Center, Wisconsin.

July 8 —Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project monthly meeting, South Church, 501 S.
Emerson Street, Mount Prospect, 7 p.m.

July 25-31 —National AB Women’s Conference, Lake Williamson Christian Center, Carlinville, lllinois.

August 3-7 —Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church Leaders, presented by Lombard Mennonite
Peace Center at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, 22W 415 Butterfield Road, Glen Ellyn. For information,
please visit www.LMPeaceCenter.org.

November 3-7 —2009 Black Church Conference, Holiday Inn Hotel and Conference Center, 500 Holiday
Plaza Drive, Matteson, lllinais.

The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago. The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago. We email the newsletter each Wednesday. We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments. Please email your
communications to the editor, Lynne Kelley, at lynne@abcmc.org. If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in ewWind,
please let us know at the ABCMC office, 773-804-1655. The ABCMC office is at 7035 W. Grand Avenue, Suite 102, Chicago,
lllinois 60707
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