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Metro Chicago 

eWind 

Suddenly there was...a strong wind blowing, and... 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...  (Acts 2:2-3, TEV) 

  
Weekly Electronic Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 

A patchwork of varied news and announcements 
from our churches, communities, denomination and other organizations, 
covering a wide variety if interests reflecting the diversity of our region 

 
September 24, 2008 

 
See that none of you repays evil for evil, 

but always seek to do good to one another and to all. 
I Thessalonians 5:15 
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ABCMC NEWS 
 

 

2008 Judson Press Ministry Award Goes to Wendy Morr is 
 
Wendy Morris has been named as the 2008 recipient of the Judson Press Ministry Award.  This award 
recognizes individuals “who share Judson’s publishing ministry in a significant way with a ready and 
Christian spirit for the joy of service and contribution.”  Her name is being inscribed on a permanent 
plaque that hangs in the Mission Center at Valley Forge. 
 
An active member of Community Baptist Church in Warrenville, Wendy is a Christian educator, author, 
poet and scholar.  She is also a long-time advocate for social justice and interracial harmony. 
 
ABCMC Executive Minister Larry Greenfield said, "Wendy Morris is an incredible instrument for Jesus' 
Gospel about God's Beloved Community and we are so proud that her home base is here in Metro 
Chicago. I am sure I speak for all her sisters and brothers in our region in extending her congratulations 
on receiving the 2008 Judson Press Ministry Award, knowing that this honor points largely to her major 
contribution as an author and editor, but also knowing that the same quality (and quantity!) of ministry is 
found in her profound and active commitment to the causes of compassion, of peace, and of justice. 
Wendy, put simply, is a continuing inspiration for all of us in our attempt to live out the Christian life with 
spirited faithfulness and integrity." 
 
We congratulate Wendy on this well-deserved recognition.  We are thankful to have her as part of the 
ABCMC family.  She blesses us in many ways. 
 

 

Children’s Sabbath 
 
Children's Sabbath this year will be observed on the weekend of October 17-19.  ABCMC congregations 
are encouraged to observe Children’s Sabbath in their worship services on Sunday, October 19.   
 
Excellent resources are available for use in observing Children’s Sabbath. "When Will We Hear Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr's Call to End Poverty in America?" is the title of the manual with educational and worship 
sources for this year.  It can be obtained by calling 865-457-6466 or by visiting childrensdefensefund.org 
>Programs >Religious Action Program. 
 

ABCMC Annual Meeting 
 

2008 Annual Meeting of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
Disparity and Difference 

New Testament Perspectives and Imperatives 
November 8 

Morgan Park Baptist Church 
11024 S. Bell Avenue, Chicago 
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Save the Date 

Hold the dates October 3-5 for a spectacular spirit ual renewal weekend.  

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Metro Chicago, 
 
We are asking you to pull out your calendars, or smart phones, or PDAs – however you reserve important 
dates – and enter “Holy Spirit Renewal Weekend” for October 3-5. 
 
This will be a time to give concentrated attention to how the Holy Spirit can operate in our personal lives, 
our church lives, and, yes, our regional life. 
 
We will be lead by a bilingual and international team from across the country and here close to home. 
 
Topics will include on Friday, October 3: 
  

“The Holy Spirit in the History of Christian Spirituality” 
“The Study of the Spirit Today” 

“Keys for Opening the Doors of the Spirit in Your Congregation: A Practical Guide” 
“Tending the Spirit-Filled Life: The Personal Dimension” 
“Tending the Spirit-Filled life: The Ecclesial Dimension” 

 
On Saturday afternoon and evening, October 4, we will be focusing on: 
 

“Called to High Adventure: Living the Spirit-Filled Life” 
“How the Holy Spirit Can Impact Your Church” 
“How the Holy Spirit Can Impact Our Region” 

 
and a worship service centering on 

“Opening Ourselves to the Holy Spirit for God’s Kingdom” 
 

On Sunday, October 5, we are asking churches of the Metro Chicago region devote their worship and 
education to the work of the Holy Spirit in their life together. 
 
Friday and Saturday’s program will be held at North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood in Chicago. 
 
Let us make our life in Christ be empowered anew by the Holy Spirit. 
 
In Christ and the Spirit, 
 
Pastor Keith Cerk, First Baptist Church of Waukegan 
Pastor Rony Reyes, North Shore Baptist Church 
Pastor Larry Greenfield. American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago 
Pastor Gonzalo Palacios, First Baptist Church of Waukegan 
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 30th Year Anniversary Celebration of Cook County Jail M inistry 
 
We are all invited to celebrate the 30th year of Cook County Jail Ministry in Fellowship Hall, First Baptist 
Church of Oak Park, 820 Ontario Street, Oak Park on Saturday, November 8 at 6 p.m. 
 
The featured speaker will be Dr. William Goddard, who was instrumental in helping Rev. Andy Gonzalez 
begin the jail ministry.  One of the fruits of this ministry, “Rocky” Vasquez, will share his testimony.  The 
evening’s program will also include the premier showing of the DVD telling the story of the Cook County 
Jail Ministry. 
 
Tickets will be available at the door, an will cost $15 for adults, $5 for children under 12, and $100 for a 
table of 8. 
 
Plan now for a super evening that will substantially feed your soul. 
 

NEWS FROM ABCMC CONGREGATIONS  
 

Celebration at the South Church 
 
Rev. Rick Kesler was formally installed as pastor of The South Church in Mount Prospect this past 
Sunday, September 21, during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. The Rev. Kim Keethler-Ball was the guest 
speaker. The service included many happy expressions of thanksgiving for the work of the search 
committee, and for the new relationship between pastor and congregation.  Joy was expressed in much 
special music, and in sacred dance.  A luncheon with delicious food and happy fellowship followed the 
service.  
 
The ABCMC family joins The South Church in this celebration.  We are pleased to have Rick Kesler and 
his wife, Angela Nicolosi, as part of the ABCMC family.   
 

Blessing of the Animals 
 
 
At 3:30 on the afternoon of Sunday, September 28, the Federated Church of 
Wauconda will hold a brief worship service in the back yard of the parsonage, and 
thank God for their animal companions. Each pet will be introduced and blessed 
with prayer.  Water and treats for cats and dogs will be served. 
 

 
 

Revival in Wilmette 
 
The Community Church of Wilmette had a revival the first weekend of September.  It was a time of 
refreshing and renewal.  Pastor Tripp Huggins offers some pictures from the weekend at 
http://www.new.facebook.com/album.php?aid=53711&l=85b4f&id=732876285. 
 

Morgan Park to Install New Pastor 
 
On Sunday, October 26th, at 3 p.m., the Rev. Dr. Thomas Aldworth will be installed as Pastor of Morgan 
Park Baptist Church.  The speaker for the afternoon will be Dr. Larry Greenfield.  All are invited.  A 
reception will follow the service. 
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175th Anniversary Year Celebrations 
This invitation is from the First Baptist Church of Chicago. 
 
The First Baptist Church of Chicago will be celebrating its 175th Anniversary during 2008.  Please join as 
we celebrate. 

 
Our Anniversary Sunday, October 12 at 11 
a.m. Dr. Michael Thomas, the Director of the 
Doctor of Ministry Program at Northern Baptist 
Theological Seminary will be our guest 
speaker.  On that Sunday afternoon at 4 p.m. 
our guest speaker will be Rev. Reginald 
Bachus, Pastor of the historic Friendship 
Baptist Church of Chicago. 
 
Dr. Roy Medley, the General Secretary of 
ABCUSA, will be our guest speaker on 
December 14 at 11 a.m. 

 

The Power of “We” 
 
Sunday, September 21, two distinct groups of worshippers united together for a day of combined 
celebration and fellowship.  Third Baptist Church of Chicago and the Congregation B’nai Jehoshua Beth 
Elohim (BJBE) demonstrated the power of “we” by opening their minds and hearts to unite for one 
common goal: to worship. 
 
Approximately 250 worshippers from the Congregation B’nai Jehoshua Beth Elohim traveled from 
Glenview to Third Baptist Church of Chicago on the southwest side of the city to participate in their 11 
a.m. worship service.  The service included music from a combined choir of both congregations, the 
Sunday morning sermon preached by Senior Rabbi Karyn D. Kedar of BJBE, an integrated worship 
environment and plenty of fellowship and food after the service. 
 
For the second consecutive year the two congregations have committed to unite and create unforgettable 
worship experiences best expressed in a letter written by Rabbi John A. Linder of BJBE as, “a profound 
understanding of the power of we.”  Reverend Alan V. Ragland, Senior Pastor of Third Baptist Church of 
Chicago echoes similar sentiments by saying, “There is so much we don’t know about each other, but so 
much of the cohesiveness in this world depends on our ability to embrace the differences and 
commonalities we share.  This combined worship experience serves as a declaration that there is room 
within our worlds for one another, even in religion.” 
 
The opportunity to create this worship exchange occurred during a meeting among leaders when Senior 
Rabbi Karyn D. Kedar of BJBE asked the question, “If we invite you to worship with us would you come?” 
Pastor Ragland, a man of great vision, accepted the invitation with an open mind and willingness to 
explore the possibilities, “There was no master plan or ulterior motive.  Both congregations simply 
answered the call to take a risk in the most scared place; during a most scared experience; worship. This 
marks a first for us and for them and although somewhat risky within the traditional scope of the religious 
sector, everyone walked into this with great imagination and a spirit of love and integrity.”  
 
Perhaps the only on-going worship experience of its kind in Chicagoland, this endeavor if nothing else 
clearly demonstrates the ability for two distinctly different religions to lay down their differences and 
worship on one accord during a time in this country when its not so easy to talk about politics, race and 
religion without pointing the finger and shouting accusations.  “We are a pluralistic society and it is 
important to find areas of common ground where we can claim a sense of unity and community.  We 
worship one God who has called us to be risk takers in our support for the needs of others.  This 
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opportunity has forced us to examine how we welcome those who are different into our environment and 
look at how we create an atmosphere of hospitality and comfort for all”, states Rev. Francine Stark, 
Associate Pastor of Third Baptist Church of Chicago.  
 
During Rabbi Kedar’s sermon she spoke with great optimism about the possibility around future initiatives 
between Third Baptist Church and BJBE, “We have stood united as leaders through many issues 
together on social injustices and we stand committed to continue our work together.”  The worship 
exchange is touted by Ragland and Kedar as their second date within the context of the two 
congregations growing in understanding and relationship and service, Kedar cleverly stated, “Pastor, I 
think its time for us to go steady.” 
 
The two religious houses will certainly continue the annual worship exchange in addition there are 
preliminary discussions about a combined trip to Israel in 2009.  “Our overall desire is to fuel the fire that 
creates relationships that are much more than ordinary and superficial among different faiths and we 
hope that this can serve as the catalyst to set the stage for movement and change,” states Reverend 
Ragland. 
 

            
(L-R) Asst. Rabbi Brian Stoller – BJBE, Thelma Ervin, Administrator – TBCoC, Gideon Schlessinger, President – BJBE, John 
D. Morrison Jr., Chairman Deacon Board – TBCoC, Sr. Rabbi Karyn D. Kedar – BJBE, Rev. Alan V. Ragland, Sr. Pastor – 
TBCoC, Rev. Francine Stark, Associate Pastor – TBCoC, Claudell Hampton, Chairman Trustee Board – TBCoC, Jennifer Frost, 
Cantor – BJBE, Judith Gethner, Member – BJBE 
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Karyn D. Kedar, Senior Rabbi of Congregation B’nai Jehoshua Beth Elohim delivers Sunday morning sermon at Third Baptist 
Church of Chicago 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Pray for Christians in India 
 

According to information at http://chicagorevival.blogspot.com/, communal 
violence is spreading in India.  It continues in the state of Karnataka (in 
southwestern India).  Fresh violence has erupted in the state of Orissa (in 
eastern India).  There has also been violence in Uttar Pradesh (in 
northern India). The violence has been by radical Hindus acting against 
Christians. 
 
The central government is trying to compel those states to bring about 
order.  Nonetheless, there has been rioting and killing, and police have 
fired on protesters. 
 
According to the Press Trust of India, the National Commission for 
Minorities (NCM) has blamed the youth organization of a radical Hindu 
group for the violence.  Shafi Qureshi, chair of the commission, “accused 

the Karnataka government of serious lapses in handling the situation.  ‘The churches in different parts of 
the state were attacked one by one in succession and not all of a sudden.  Something should have been 
done immediately when the attacks started.’” 
 
Although the NCM has demanded that those responsible for the violence be arrested immediately, and 
the central government has issued warnings, the anti-Christian group is continuing to cause havoc.  
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According to Christian Press (http://www.thechronicleonline.net/content/view/963/10/), more than 50 
people have been arrested in Karnataka, but that has not halted the violence. 
 
According to Christian Press, there have been new attacks in Uttar Pradesh, a state in northern India.  
Telling of the dire situation in and around Orissa, Christian Press says “It is estimated that half of the 
100,000 Christians in the state’s Kandhamal district are now homeless.  At least 20 people have been 
killed in the violence.  Several Gospel for Asia missionaries are missing. 
 
“Thousands of Christians are living in relief camps or hiding out in Orissa’s dense jungles.  Even if the 
violence stopped today, they would not be able to leave their temporary shelters.  Their homes have been 
destroyed—burned to the ground in most cases—and they have been told by their fellow villagers that 
they are not welcome to return to the community.” 
 
Conditions in the relief camps are not always sanitary, and illnesses are resulting.  Militants are trying to 
keep supplies from getting to the camps, and have even entered some camps and tortured Christians 
there. 
 
In Washington, DC last Thursday, there was a rally demanding an end to violence against Christians in 
India.  In The Hindu, Rev. Bernard Malik, president of the Federation of Indian American Christian 
Organizations of North American (FIACONA), was quoted as saying at the rally, “At least 49 Christian 
priests, nuns and members of local congregations were killed in over 300 churches, besides a number of 
convents/orphanages were burnt or destroyed.  FIACONA asked that the US an other governments 
condemn the violence, and that the US bar those responsible for it from entering the US. 
 
For the latest news, please visit http://chicagorevival.blogspot.com/..  
 

NBTS Founders Day 2008: A Dynamic Calling 
 
Northern Baptist Theological Seminary will host Founders Day on Thursday, October 02, 2008 at 6:30 
p.m.  the event will take place in the Lindner Conference Center on the seminary’s campus at  610 E. 
Butterfield Road, Lombard.  
 

Faith Summit for Criminal Justice Reform 
This article is from the Community Renewal Society. 
 

Sunday, October 5, 2008 
UIC Forum – Roosevelt and Halsted, Chicago, IL 
1:30 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. Resource Fair 
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Faith Summit  

On Sunday, October 5, people from diverse faith communities in Illinois will 
gather to endorse a new vision for our justice system. We seek to move away 
from an ineffective system of justice focused solely on retribution and 
punishment of offenders. In contrast, we envision a justice system rooted in the 
principles of prevention, transformation, rehabilitation, restoration and healing 
that takes into account the needs of victims, offenders, and the communities 
from which they come.  

 
At the Faith Summit we will demonstrate to our elected officials and public leaders that we want 
significant changes to our system of justice, and ask them to endorse and work for a set of specific 
reforms. Be part of change. Join us! To sign the Faith Statement and register for the Summit please go to: 
http://www.communityrenewalsociety.org/civicactionnetwork/ 
 
For more information call (312) 427-4830. 
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Ample parking located two blocks west of the UIC Forum at 1135 S. Morgan St., Lot 5. 
 

Ancient Evangelical Future Conference 
 
The third annual Conference on the Call to Ancient Evangelical Future is just weeks away (October 9-11) 
on the campus of Northern Seminary in Lombard.  For more information, please visit 
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/105834554.  
 
Iraqi Refugee Crisis 
This article is from the American Friends Service Committee. 
 
American Friends Service Committee presents Noah Merrill on the Iraqi refugee crisis and how we can 
help.  The event, which will be free and open to the public, will be on Wednesday, October 1 at noon at 
Northwestern Medical School, McGaw Pavilion, Room 1-401, 240 E Huron Street, Chicago. 
 
That evening, the Islamic Medical Association will present Noah Merrill at 7:00 p.m. at the Evanston 
Friends Meeting House, 1010 Greenleaf Street, Evanston.  This event will also be free and open to the 
public. 
 
Since 2007, Noah Merrill has been living and working among Iraqi refugees in the Middle East conducting 
interviews, advocating for the release of detainees, securing improvements of aid to Iraqi families, and 
consulting with UNHCR missions.  He now coordinates Direct Aid Iraq, a project providing crucial medical 
care to displaced Iraqis. <http://www.directaidiraq.org.  Noah has worked and reported on conflicts and 
peace-building efforts in Africa, Europe, Latin America, and Middle East. 
 
Please join us on October 1 to find out more about the millions of Iraq refugees and what can be done to 
help.  For more information and to RSVP contact Lynn Pollack at lpollack@afsc.org or 312-427-2533 ext. 
26 
 

ABCUSA NEWS 
For additional articles from the American Baptist News Service, please visit http://www.abc-usa.org/whowe are/newsservice.aspx.    
 

Walker Decries “Pulpit Freedom Sunday,” Attempt to Politicize 
Houses of Worship  
This article is from the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty. 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — An effort to recruit dozens of pastors to endorse political 
candidates from the pulpit on Sept. 28 is a misguided idea and a brazen attempt to 
blend the worship of God with electoral politics, said a Baptist leader, constitutional 
scholar and church-state expert. 
 
J. Brent Walker, executive director of the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty, 
said the Alliance Defense Fund’s plan to provoke investigations of these houses of 
worship by the Internal Revenue Service could risk the tax exempt status of the 
churches. ADF lawyers likely would then challenge the investigations in court. 

 
Walker told the Fox News Channel in an interview Saturday that the ADF’s “Pulpit Freedom Sunday” is a 
misnomer because pulpits already are free in this country. 
 
Preachers are perfectly free to interpret and apply Scripture as they see fit, speak out on the great moral 
and ethical issues of the day, and urge good citizenship practices, such as registering to vote and voting, 
Walker said. The only thing they can’t do — in exchange for the most favored tax exempt status — is to 
tell the faithful how to vote. 



 10 

 
Walker said Pulpit Freedom Sunday is a misguided idea because it is divisive, corrosive and 
unnecessary. 
 
“In every church I know of it would be like setting off a bomb shell in the sanctuary for the preacher to tell 
the congregants how to pull the lever in the voting booth,” Walker said. “It would be incredibly corrosive of 
the church’s true mission to spread the gospel and be salt and light in the culture. As soon as the church 
throws in with a particular candidate or party, its prophetic edge is blunted. You can’t raise a prophet’s fist 
at a candidate or party when, with the other arm, you are locked in a tight bear hug. 
 
“Third, Pulpit Freedom Sunday is entirely unnecessary. There is no ground swell of enthusiasm for it. In 
fact, a recent survey reveals that more than half think religion and politics generally have become too 
closely tied (52 percent). The number is even higher when asked about the specific practice of endorsing 
from the pulpit.” 
 

Crises in Haiti 
 

Kihomi and Mabudiga Nzunga are ABC missionaries in Haiti.  They write:  
 
“Many of you have seen on TV how badly Haiti has been hit by Hurricanes 
Gustav, Hanna and Ike but we are now living the aftermath of their passages. The 
road from Cap-Haitian, the second largest city of the country, to Port-au-Price the 
capital city has been cut off. Two bridges have been destroyed. Many parts of the 
road have been washed away.  Gonaives has been cut from the rest of the 

country. The plateau central, the Hinche region has also been flooded.  
 
“This means that we, in the northern part of the country, don’t have gas since it comes from the capital 
city, Port-au-Prince. The gas stations are closed until they find gas. The price of the public transportation 
has gone up if you are lucky to find it. I went to Cap-Haitian today to the eye clinic and it took me over one 
hour waiting for the tap-tap, a pick up used for public transportation. We were cramped like sardines. 
Private vehicles have also become a luxury.  
 
“Food is rare and expensive. There is no more cold or frozen food. Many small businesses have closed. 
In the city of Cap-Haitian, streets look deserted, like after a war, not crowded as they always are.  
 
“In the affected regions, many people have lost their houses, gardens and goats, chicken and cows 
(livelihood). Many of those who lost their gardens are so disappointed that they don’t want to go back to 
gardening. This means that we are seriously heading to a famine. At this stage, we are not yet talking 
about diseases to come in those flooded cities. 
 
“Schools have delayed their opening this year until October 6. We, at University Chretienne du Nord 
d’Haiti are open since early September. Many students have not yet showed up. Those who have come 
are crying because they can not afford to pay. It takes about  $1500 a year to cover the expenses of 
studies here. For this semester I am teaching Introduction to Psychology, Christian Ethics and Pastoral 
Theology. I have two assistant professors to train.  
 
“Many parents of elementary, high school and university children are now knocking on doors here and 
there hoping for some heavenly help for the studies of their children. I don’t know how many knocks we 
get daily. But they are too many.  
 
“Kihomi has been meeting with women just to encourage them to face this crisis head up. Last Saturday 
she gave clothes, dishes, silverware so that women can share with those who are afflicted.  
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“At the eye clinic, the number of patients has dropped. With children going back to schools, hunger 
knocking at the doors, and transport being a headache nowadays, people’s eyes get a second seat 
unless they are badly hurt.” 
 

• Pray for strength, patience and wisdom the Nzungas as they minister in this crisis situation.  
• Pray also for their safety as they are in a very insecure country. 
• Pray for their children, Benita (15) and Gracia (19).  
• Pray for help, material and spiritual,  for those suffering loss and desolation in the aftermath of 

these hurricanes. 
 

NM Names Ecclesiastical Endorsing Agent for ABC Cha plains and 
Pastoral Counselors  
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 09/19/08) —  National Ministries Executive Director Dr. Aidsand F. Wright-
Riggins III today announced the appointment of Col. Paul E. Clark, an ordained American Baptist 
minister, as the ecclesiastical endorsing agent for American Baptist Churches USA. A member of the U.S. 
Army Chaplain Corps, Clark assumes his new post November 1.  
 
Citing Clark's 10 years of experience in pastoral counseling and his commitment to developing military 
and institutional chaplains, Wright-Riggins points to Clark's lifelong distinguished ministry background and 
his demonstrated commitment to being a servant shepherd. "Chaplain Clark has a pastor's heart, the 
wisdom of a time-tested teacher and leadership skills second to none," says Wright-Riggins. "In an 
extremely competitive field of candidates, Clark emerged as our discerned choice to lead and serve  
American Baptist chaplains and pastoral counselors in the days ahead."  
 
In his new position, Clark will manage the endorsement and career development of American Baptist 
military and institutional chaplains, pastoral counselors, pastoral educators and persons in related 
disciplines. Also, Clark—as a member of the National Ministries Program Ministries team—will be 
responsible for helping American Baptist leaders to excel in implementing effective ministries of 
evangelism, discipleship, transformation and prophetic justice.  
 
Clark was formerly CEO of Religious Support for the U.S. Army Medical Command in San Antonio, 
Texas, where he managed the career development of 120 chaplains and directed religious support 
activities for the medical department. His prior military posts include: executive program director for 
Religious Support, 18th Medical Command, South Korea; and chief of the Department for Ministry and 
Pastoral Care, Eisenhower Army Medical Center, Augusta, Ga.  
 
In addition to his military appointments, Clark has served as a marriage and family counseling mediator 
and a chaplain in prison, hospital and school settings. Clark also served Village Baptist Church in Marin 
City, Calif., as pastor.  
 
During his military service, Clark was awarded a "Legion of Merit" citation by the Secretary of the Army 
and received six "Meritorious Service" medals. He earned a master's degree in Strategic Studies from the 
Army War College, Carlisle, Pa., and a master of divinity degree from Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif.  
 
A native of Los Angeles (Watts), Calif., Clark and his wife, Claudette, have three adult children. He is an 
avid fisherman and hiker.  
 
"We thank God for the gift of the Rev. Paul Clark," says the Rev. Marilyn Turner, National Ministries' 
associate executive director for Program Ministries. "His years of experience coupled with a strong and 
deep spiritual commitment are sure to be a blessing to the vital network of American Baptist chaplains, 
pastoral counselors and the entire ABCUSA family."  
 



 12 

HEALTH CARE NEWS 
 

"It Pays to Shop" Medicare Part D "Tour" in Waukega n 
  
Open enrollment for Medicare Part D begins on November 15, 2008. Citizen Action/Illinois and the Illinois 
Alliance for Retired Americans are co-hosting this meeting to inform leaders in the community about the 
prescription drug programs currently available and to learn about the changes to the law coming in 2009. 
 
DATE: Thursday, September 25, 2008 
TIME: 10:30 a.m. 
LOCATION: Waukegan Township Senior Services, 185 N. Genesee St., Waukegan 
 
Light refreshments will be provided. This event is free and open to the public. 
To RSVP, please call Rae Wright at 312-427-2114 ext. 208. 
 

Reducing Health Care Disparities 
 
“Improving the Healthcare of Chicago: An Interactive Approach to Reducing Healthcare Disparities” will 
be presented on Tuesday, October 7, 2008, 8:00 TO 11:30 a.m.  Registration and breakfast will be 7:30 
to 8:00 a.m.  It will take place at the Illinois Institute of Technology, Hermann Union Building 
3241 S. Federal Street, Chicago.  This program will be a presentation of the Chicago Asthma Consortium 
and a long list of partner organizations. 
 
This meeting will focus on reducing healthcare disparities by improving communication. Poor 
communication is an enormous barrier to quality medical care. Among other things, communication 
barriers impact our ability to recognize chronic health problems, obtain proper care, and follow a 
healthcare practitioner’s instructions. This program, led by top healthcare communications experts in 
Chicago, will provide you with a series of skills to help you better communicate with community residents 
about chronic disease. Additionally, we will begin development of a plan of action to reduce healthcare 
disparities that impact chronic disease. 
 
The program will include the following presentations: 
 
HEALTH DISPARITIES IN AMERICA – THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 
Carolyn C. Lopez, MD, Immediate Past President, Institute of Medicine of Chicago 
 
BUILDING BLOCKS FOR A DIVERSE, INCLUSIVE & CULTURALLY COMPETENT ORGANIZATION 
Sonja Boone, MD, Faculty in Internal Medicine, Feinberg School of Medicine at Northwestern University; 
Founding Member of the American Leadership Council on Diversity in Healthcare 
 
HEALTH LITERACY: THE HIDDEN RISK 
Joanne G. Schwartzberg, MD, Director, Aging and Community Health, American Medical Association 
 
ADDRESSING HEALTH LITERACY – A HEALTH INSURANCE PLAN APPROACH 
Haydee Muse, MD, MBA, FCCP, Senior Medical Director, Aetna, Inc. 
 
INSIGHTS INTO BUILDING A HEALTHIER CHICAGO 
Robert I. Herskovitz, JD, Deputy Regional Health Administrator, Region V, U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services 
 
INTRODUCTION: WORKSHOP TO REDUCE CHRONIC DISEASE IN CHICAGO 
Michael Diamond, President, World Resources Chicago 
 
CMES/CEUS 
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Applications for CMEs for physicians and CEUs for nurses, respiratory therapists, and pharmacists are 
pending. Approval is anticipated. Visit our website for updated information on CMEs and CEUs. 
 
The cost of the program will be as follows: 
 
CAC Members: $20 in advance (registration postmarked by September 30th) or $25 at the door. 
Non-Members*: $30 in advance (registration postmarked by September 30th) or $35 at the door. 
*Non-members may join for 2009 with their registration and attend the meeting at the Member rate! To 
register, go to www.chicagoasthma.org or call 773.769.6060 by Tuesday, September 30, 2008. 
 
For more information about this meeting or the Chicago Asthma Consortium, 
visit www.chicagoasthma.org or call 773.769.6060. 
 

Faith and Health Summit 
 
We are all invited to take part in a Faith and Health Summit on Thursday, October 16 from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at the DePaul Center, 333 S. State Street, Chicago (Lower Level).  This Summit will build on a 
similar event in 2007 where participants looked at the root causes of health inequities and learned about 
faith-based initiatives that are addressing these issues. 
 
The 2008 Summit will provide an opportunity to talk with others who are working at the intersection of 
faith and health about how we move even further to support healthy, whole and hopeful communities 
where everyone can live out their God-given potential and calling. 
 
Dr. Sharon Welch, Provost and Professor of Religion and Society at Meadville Lombard Theological 
School in Chicago, will frame the day by talking about how risk, jazz and improvisation can inform how we 
create responses to the critical social issues we face.  Participants will apply her ideas as they engage 
the lauded PBS series, "Unnatural Causes," which examines how racism, economics, immigration, 
housing and other realities impact people’s health.  In the afternoon attendees will talk with each other, 
exploring how we can continue to build a faith and health movement that can truly improve the quality of 
people’s lives in metropolitan Chicago. 
 
Because this is an event built on dialogue, space is limited to 100 people.  RSVP as soon as possible to 
reserve your place.  The registration deadline is Wednesday, October 1.  The preferred method to 
register is online at www.advocatehealth.com/seminars.  Look under October events for the Summit.  If 
you do not have internet access, you may also call 1-800-3-ADVOCATE (1-800-323-8622) to register by 
phone.  Cost for this event is $25.00, which can be paid by credit card when you register or by check at 
the door.  
  

Health Care Sabbath Is Coming 
 
It is impossible to quantify the amount of suffering, frustration, and disparities in communities across the 
state of Illinois when it comes to health care.  With so many other burning issues demanding our utmost 
attention these days, access to affordable and quality health care seems to be relegated a lesser priority.  
The reality of the situation, though, is that communities and families across the state are struggling with 
the rising costs of health care. 
  
The tough question that we need to ask ourselves is: "Can we, in good conscience, continue down this 
broken path that leaves families and individuals without adequate coverage?"  It is time to acknowledge 
that our health care system is broken.  We cannot afford to do nothing.  The rising cost of health care in 
this state is causing economic hardships for hard-working families all over the state.  The rising cost of 
health care is having an adverse effect not only on families and communities, but on the state budget as 
well.  Something must be done.  Illinois can do so much better.  Wouldn't it be great to see Illinois take 
strong leadership on health care reform?   
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You and your congregation are encouraged to participate in this year’s Health Care Sabbath.  You can 
determine to what extent you wish to get involved.  Each congregation will approach the Sabbath 
differently, and according to their own values.  This is an opportunity for the faith community to raise 
awareness on health care justice, and a way for congregations to get involved to help make a difference. 
  
To find out more about how to get involved, please download the free online faith-based advocacy tool kit 
now at www.cbhconline.org  
  

MINISTERS COUNCIL NEWS  
 

Ministers Council Dues 
 
Dues for 2008 must be paid no later than September 30.  If you still need to pay your membership dues, 
please send $45 to Sara Day, ABCMC’s Ministers Council treasurer, at 
Rev. Dr. Sara E. Day, CFP® 
The Ministers & Missionaries Benefit Board 
2205 S. Wolf Rd. #281 
Hillside, IL  60162 
(This is a new address.) 
 
If you have any questions about dues, please contact Sara by email at sara.day@mmbb.org or by phone 
at 800.531.1940. 
 

ABCMC Ministers Council September Meeting  
 
The Ministers Council of ABCMC will have an afternoon meeting at Lake Street Church, 607 Lake Street, 
Evanston, on Thursday, September 25, 4:30-6:00 p.m.  The program for the meeting will include 
discussing with Bob Thompson, pastor of Lake Street Church, his recently published book, A Voluptuous 
God. 
 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
Please pray for World peace. 
 
Please hold in prayer the people in India, who are in the midst of a season of sectarian danger and 
violence. 
 
Please pray for ABC missionaries Ketley and Vital Pierre, who are working with churches on the Atlantic 
coast of Nicaragua.  Please pray also for Vital’s family in Haiti:  they have lost everything in the recent 
hurricanes and are still living in rescue shelters. 
 
Please hold in prayer Kohomi and Mabudiga Nzunga, who are ABC missionaries in Haiti.  That country 
has been devastated by storms that have washed out roads and destroyed bridges, and cut of energy 
supplies.  Please pray for everyone in Haiti. 
 
Please join the South Church in Mount Prospect in prayers of thanksgiving for their new pastor and 
family. 
 
Please pray for those who are dealing with health care-related issues. 
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CALENDAR  
  
September 25 —Informational program on Medicare Part D, Waukegan Township Senior Services, 185 
N. Genesee St., Waukegan, 10:30 a.m. 
 
September 25 --Ministers Council meeting, Lake Street Church, 607 Lake Street, Evanston, 4:30-6 p.m. 
 
September 28 —ABCMC Sunday at the First Baptist Church of Park Forest, 80 N. Orchard, Park Forest; 
Larry Greenfield preaches, 11 a.m. 
 
October 1 —Noah Merrill speaks about Iraqi refugees at noon at Northwestern Medical School, McGaw 
Pavilion, Room 1-401, 240 E Huron Street, Chicago, and at 7 p.m. at Friends Meeting House, 1010 
Greenleaf Street, Evanston.  For more information and to RSVP contact Lynn Pollack at 
lpollack@afsc.org or 312-427-2533 ext. 26. 
 
October 2 —Northern Baptist Theological Seminary Founders Day 2008, 660 E. Butterfield Road, 
Lombard, 6:30 p.m. 
 
October 3-5 —ABCMC Renewal Conference with focus on the Holy Spirit. 
 
October 5 —Faith Summit for Criminal Justice Reform: Resource Fair – 1:30-2:45 p.m.; Summit Event – 
3-4:30 p.m.; The Forum, University of Illinois at Chicago, 725 W. Roosevelt Road, Chicago. 
 
October 7 —Reducing Health Care Disparities, Illinois Institute of Technology, Hermann Union Building 
3241 S. Federal Street, Chicago.  Registration opens at 7:30 a.m. 
 
October 12 —Memorial service for Andrew Kmetko, First Baptist Church of Park Ridge, 1266 N. 
Northwest Highway, Park Ridge, 3 p.m. 
 
October 12 —ABCMC Sunday at the First Baptist Church of Berwyn, 6916 W. 34th Street, Berwyn; Larry 
Greenfield preaches. 
 
October 16 —Faith and Health Summit, DePaul Center, 333 S. State Street, Chicago, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.  
Register at at www.advocatehealth.com/seminars or 1-800-3ADVOCATE. 
 
October 17-19 —Children’s Sabbath.  Please observe Children’s Sabbath in your congregation on 
Sunday, October 19.  For resources and additional information, please vislt childrensdefensefund.org 
>Programs >Religious Action Program. 
 
October 17-19 --Health Care Sabbath.  Please observe Health Care Sabbath in your congregation on 
Sunday, October 19.  Please contact Eric Quamme (equamme@ilmaternal.org) or Jonathan VanderBrug 
(jvanderbrug@cbhconline.org) for more information.  For a toolkit, please go to 
http://www.cbhconline.org/index.html. 
 
October 21 --Finance and Property Committee meeting, Wunderlich Securities office, 200 W. Madison, 
Suite 2950, Chicago, 3 p.m. 
 
October 21-22— Conference of Baptist Leaders from Burma, October 21-22, at the Chin Baptist Church 
in Dallas, Texas.  
 
October 26 —Installation of Thomas Aldworth as pastor of Morgan Park Baptist Church, 11025 S. Bell 
Avenue, Chicago, 3 p.m. 
 
November 1 —Workshop with Ken Medema, Rockford.  For more information, please contact Mark 
Vincent by e-mail: marklv@DesignForMinistr y.com or marklv@DesignForBusinessIntl.com or phone: 
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877-771-3330 or 888-463-9995. 
 
November 8 —ABCMC Annual Meeting, Morgan Park Baptist Church, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (registration 
begins at 8:30 a.m.). This year’s theme will be “Disparity and Difference:  New Testament Perspectives 
and Imperatives.” 
 
November 8 —Cook County Jail Ministry 30th Anniversary Celebration, First Baptist Church of Oak Park, 
820 Ontario Street, Oak Park, 6 p.m. 
 
November 12 —Kids Hope United Annual Dinner, law firm of Drinker Biddle, 191 North Wacker Drive, 
Suite 3700, Chicago (in the Loop), 6 p.m. 
 
November 18 --Finance and Property Committee meeting, Wunderlich Securities office, 200 W. Madison, 
Suite 2950, Chicago, 3 p.m. 
 
December 20 --Finance and Property Committee meeting, Wunderlich Securities office, 200 W. Madison, 
Suite 2950, Chicago, 3 p.m. 
 
The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago.  We email the newsletter each Wednesday.  We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments.  Please email your 
communications to the editor, Lynne Kelley, at lynne@abcmc.org.  If you spot a typographical error or other mistake in eWind, 
please let us know at the ABCMC office, 773-804-1655.  The ABCMC office is at 7035 W. Grand Avenue, Suite 102, Chicago, 
Illinois 60707 
 

 


