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Dmprovements to Wind

Thank you to eWind recipients who responded to our recent request for your suggestions about
how to improve eWind. We appreciate all the compliments. We also appreciate constructive
criticisms. The most-requested improvement was that we make the article titles links so that
readers could jump to the articles they wanted to read without scrolling through everything else.
Beginning with this issue of eWind, each of the titles listed under “In This Issue” is a link to the
article it names. At the end of each article will be a link back to the top of the newsletter. We
hope these new features will help you to enjoy eWind even more. Thank you to NBTS’s theology
professor Douglas Sharp for teaching our editor how to make these improvements.
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Famdly (Councdl Meeting Rescheduled

The ABCMC Family Council meeting originally scheduled for August 26, 2006 has been
rescheduled for Saturday, September 23, 2006. It will take place at Montrose Baptist Church,
4411 N. Melvina, Chicago. Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m. Please phone Tony Rake at 773-
695-9791 with your attendance plans no later than September 20.
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What 9o Youwr Chanch Doing this Fall?

Will your congregation be among the many participating in a CROP walk this fall? CROP
WALKERS put their hearts and soles in motion to help stop hunger, one step at a time, in some
2000 locally-organized CROP WALKS that raise funds for the Church Rural Overseas Project
and its ministries to end hunger around the world.

The First Baptist Church of Berwyn will participate in the Berwyn/Cicero/Stickney CROP walk on
Sunday, October 22. Other area CROP walks will take place that day on the North Shore and in
Palatine.

The south side of Chicago will have a CROP walk on Sunday, October 8.

CROP walks will take place on October 15 in Barrington, Bartlett, Bolingbrook/Naperville,
Chicago, Crystal Lake, the Des Plaines area, Elgin, EImhurst and LaGrange.

For more information about CROP walks, visit the Crop Walk web site.
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What about Health Care?

Will your congregation be among the many faith communities observing a Healthcare Sabbath on
September 17? This will be an excellent opportunity for ABCMC congregations to live out our
denominational positions on health care. Toolkits for Healthcare Sabbath (34 page PDF
document) from the Campaign for Better Health Care (CBHC) are available online at
www.cbhconline.org/hcjc/toolkit.htm.
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Cosperating Church rnnual Report

By now your church should have received a form for completing the annual report. The report
can be completed on line. Instructions are included with the form. Has your congregation filed its
annual report with ABC? Please check. If your church has not completed its report, please make
sure the report goes in ASAP. If the form has been misplaced, please contact Lynne Kelley at
ABCMC, 773-695-9791, for a fresh copy. If you need assistance with completing the report,
please contact Maureen Morrissey at ABCUSA, 800-222-3872 (800-ABC-3USA).
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World Mission Offering

By this time your church has received materials for the World Mission Offering, to be collected in
September and October. If not, please let ABCMC know at 773-695-9791, and we will be sure to
forward the resources to you. Also, if you need additional packets, let us know.
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Culto Unido de las Tglesias Bautistas Hispanas de Metno (Chicage

Culto unido de Las Iglesias Bautistas Hispanas de Metro Chicago

Fecha: sabado 9 de septiembre, 06

Lugar: Iglesia Bautista Misionera

Direccion: 6715 S Hamlin Ave Chicago, Il 60629 tel. 708/288-1351

Nota especial: en este culto unido esteremos celebrando el acto de instalacion del pastor de la
Iglesia Misionera, José Nunez. La adoracion y la predicacion estaran a cargo de la iglesia local y

al final tendremos una cena.

Tanto la iglesia local como su nuevo pastor, el hno. Nunez esperan el apoyo de todos los
pastores/as e iglesias hispanas para este importante culto de instalacion. Los esperamos.

Para mas informacion llame al pastor Almonte: 773/784-2479
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Joint Wonshipe Sersice of ABCME's Fispanie Cougregations

ABCMC'’s Hispanic congregations will gather for a joint worship service on Saturday, September
9 at Iglesia Bautista Misionera, 6715 S. Hamlin Avenue in Chicago. In this service we will
celebrate the installation of José Nunez as pastor of Iglesia Bautista Misionera. The local church
will be in charge of the worship and preaching. A dinner will follow. For more information, please
phone ABCMC'’s Hispanic Coordinator, Omar Almonte, 773-784-2479.
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Tnstallation of Trnipp Pudgins

You are cordially invited to the installation of the Reverend George V. “Tripp” Hudgins, Ill as
pastor of The Community Church of Wilmette, 1020 Forest Avenue, Wilmette, on Sunday,

September 10, 2006 at 5 p.m. A reception will follow the service.
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ABOUSH Biennial 2007 Huwards

This letter came from David Laubach of ABCUSA National Ministries.

Dear Colleagues,



SPREAD THE WORD!

The Board of National Ministries is seeking nominations for nine national recognition awards to be
presented at the 2007 Biennial Meeting in Washington, DC. The awards are intended to honor American
Baptist individuals or congregations for exceptional faithfulness in ministry.

October 13, 2006 is the deadline for submitting nominations for the following:

o Edwin T. Dahlberg Peace Award to an individual or church for outstanding work for

peace;

o Jitsuo Morikawa Evangelism Award to a layperson for outstanding leadership in holistic
evangelism;

o Rose O. Hall Town and Country Award to a pastor for exceptional effectiveness in rural
ministry;

o Edward H. Rhoades Urban Ministry Award to a pastor for exceptional effectiveness in
urban ministry;

o New Life Award to an individual or church for ministry resulting in congregational
transformation;

o Richard Hoiland Award to an individual for faithful, effective leadership in Christian
Education

o Luther Wesley Smith Award to an individual for faithful, effective leadership in
strengthening Christian Education at an American Baptist-Related Seminary;

o Kenneth L. Cober Award to an individual for faithful, effective leadership in discipleship
education in an American Baptist region;

o Newton C. Fetter Award to an individual for significant innovation in campus ministry.

The Reverend Joel Hawthorne of Silver Spring, MD, who chairs the Board of National Ministries’
Recognition and Awards Committee, said, “In presenting these awards, we recognize the invaluable
contributions of American Baptists past and present who have modeled for us the way of Christ-like
servanthood; who have inspired and encouraged us in our faith walk, as they have humbly shared their
time, talents, and resources, all in the name of the One who came not to be served, but to serve.”

The early deadline will allow the committee to consider nominations during the board meeting in
November 2006. Final selection will be made in November 2006. Nominations submitted by mail must be
postmarked by October 13, 2006. Nominations submitted via e-mail or fax must be sent by October 13,
2006. For nomination form, instructions and criteria for each award, click on this link or copy and paste it
into your browser: http://www.nationalministries.org/biennial/index.cfm. You may call 1-800-ABC-
3USA/x2028 with questions.

Kindly send on and encourage persons in your networks to submit nominations. Thank you.

Grace and peace,
Dr. David C. Laubach
Associate Executive Director, Program Ministries, National Ministries ABCUSA
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Foly Relationshipe jor A People

On Sunday, August 27, 2006, from 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. at Grace Baptist Church, 5253 N. Kenmore,
Chicago, Rev. Rich McCarty and team members of the Holy Relationships movement will

facilitate a discussion group on the qualities of holy relationships for all people, with a particular
focus on gay, lesbian, straight, bisexual, and transgender relationships. “Holy Relationships” is



an ecumenical movement that began in 2003 in New Brunswick, NJ, and is now coming to the
Midwest. Story-telling and guided discussion will make for an enriching afternoon of
conversation.

Information will also be presented on the upcoming Holy Relationships Midwest Regional
Conference (see www.holyrelationshipsmidwest.org). Please make your reservations for Grace
Baptist Church’s event by Thursday, August 24. RSVP to 773-334-9003 or
pastor@gracebaptistchicago.com.

For a map or further information about Grace, please visit Grace’s website,
www.gracebaptistchicago.com. The church is located 2 blocks east of the Red Line's Berwyn
stop, at the corner of Kenmore and Berwyn Avenues (in the Epworth United Methodist Church
building). The parking lot is 1/2 block north of the church on the west side of Kenmore Avenue.
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A Prect Wend for Ministry
- -4 Call to an Hncient Evangelical Futune Conference

This article is from Northern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Join church and ministry leaders, theologians and laity for the inaugural conference on “A Call to
an Ancient Evangelical Future”--a challenge issued for evangelicals to rediscover their common
mission and be energized by the Holy Spirit for ministry! At this historic conference December 7-
9, sponsored by Northern Seminary, Baker Books, the Institute for Worship Studies, Inter Varsity
Press and Christianity Today magazine, you can explore the contemporary church's role in life,
spirituality and worship.

Special speakers include: Robert Webber, author of Ancient Future Faith and The Younger
Evangelicals and Myers Chair of Ministry (Northern Seminary); Brian McLaren, author of A New
Kind of Christian and one of this century's leaders in contemporary ministry; Martin E. Marty, the
well respected religious historian at the University of Chicago and author of When Faiths
Collide; Aaron Flores, pastor and co-founder of Union ministry (Irvine, CA) and emergent church
planter; Frederica Mathewes-Green, speaker, writer & author of seven books on ministry and life
including First Fruits of Prayer: A Forty-Day Journey through the Canon of St. Andrew,;
Lauren Winner, speaker and author of Mudhouse Sabbath.

“The Call to an Ancient Evangelical Future” conference will be held at Northern Seminary
(Lombard, IL) at the Lindner Conference Center. For cost and registration information go to:
www.growcenter.org.
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D, Robert Welbbern Jntenviened by Chnistianity Today
on "¥ Call to an /ncient Evangelical Future"

This article is from Northern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Dr. Robert Webber, Myers Chair of Ministry at Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, was
recently interviewed by Christianity Today’s Vice President, David Neff, for the September 2006
issue of Christianity Today. During the interview, Webber was asked about the recent document
he crafted with the input and editing of leading evangelicals across the country. "A Call to an



Ancient Evangelical Future" is an appeal to evangelical leaders to resist conforming themselves
to the "current cultural milieu and the resurgence of religious and political ideologies." The
document also resists "evangelicals' accommodation to civil religion, rationalism, privatism and
pragmatism," and insists that "God's story" is the single interpretive narrative by which the church
must live.

This is not the first time that Webber has been in the spotlight for a document of this nature. Thirty
years ago, he and a group of colleagues produced "The Chicago Call: An Appeal to
Evangelicals." The document addressed a number of issues assailing the church and
recommended the development of a church-wide historical identity. Christianity Today
commended "The Call" and published its text in full. Newsweek magazine, however, devoted its
entire religion section to it. One thing is clear: Webber's call turned the church's attention back to
the early church.

Be sure to keep abreast of this historical document by reading it for yourself in the September
issue of Christianity Today. You will also find a collection of web links to "A Call to an Ancient
Evangelical Future," a list of signatories, and information about registering for the follow-up
conference on December 7-9 at www.growcenter.org.
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Learn Fow to Get Visitons "Beyond the Fonot Visit" and

This article is from Northern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Beyond the First Visit is specifically geared for pastors and church leaders who routinely ask the
questions: “What'’s the best way to attract new people to our church?”; “How do we welcome
those who come?”; “What’s the best method for following-up with new people?” In addition to
answering these questions, Beyond the First Visit will show how being friendly accounts for only
20% of a church’s effectiveness in welcoming guests—80% comes from well-designed systems.

Dr. Gary Mclntosh, a well known author, speaker and consultant on strengthening churches, will
lead the seminar at Northern Seminary, September 18, 2006 in the Lindner Conference Center
from 9:00 am — 4:00 pm. The one-day event is sponsored by The Grow Center for Church
Leadership.

Beyond the First Visit is open to pastors and church leaders involved in welcoming and
connecting ministries. Greeters and those involved in guest follow up will particularly find the
conference helpful as well as all persons working in the areas of assimilation, member
involvement, and guest services.

Gary Mclntosh is a professor, consultant, author and speaker as well as the President of the
Church Growth Network. He is also the professor of Christian Ministry and Leadership at Talbot
School of Theology at Biola University in California. Over the years, he has helped more than 500
churches of 55 different Christian denominations. He is the author of 13 books on church growth
and six manuals on pastoral ministry as well as the editor of Church Growth Network & Journal of
American Church Growth. Gary is listed in the “Who’s Who” in church growth.

The cost for Beyond the First Visit is $70 at the early bird rate (before August 24) and $85
(between August 25-September 8). Participants may register online at www.GrowCenter.org,
where there is also information about group rates. They can also call the Grow Center at 630-
620-2197 and request a brochure.
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Ministers Council News

MWinisters Gouncil Awards Wansin MéWichte fon. Excellence Tn Winistny

VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 8/16/06)—Ministers Council President Alice Davis has selected the
Rev. Dr. Marvin A. McMickle as recipient of the 2006 Ralph Garfield Schell Presidential Award for
Excellence in Ministry. The award was announced at the concluding banquet of the Ministers
Council Senate on August 15.

McMickle has served as the Pastor of the Antioch Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio, since 1987.
During that time the church has thrived and become one of the most influential African-American
congregations in the city. Antioch has pioneered an AIDS prevention and treatment program with
special focus on the African-American community. In addition to its traditional Sunday morning
worship service, the church has instituted Saturday evening and early Sunday morning services
using alternate formats that are reaching new generations and communities of people for Christ.
The Antioch Baptist Church is among the leaders in American Baptist Mission Support. Last year
the church placed second among the thirty-eight Cleveland Baptist Association (CBA)
congregations in ABMS. Antioch was a leading contributor to both tsunami and hurricane relief
efforts last year, and consistently participates in all four national ABC offerings. McMickle is
currently serving as a member of the CBA Board of Trustees and the CBA Department of Ministry
and he also chairs the CBA Department of Metropolitan Ministries.

McMickle is one of the most accomplished preachers in the nation. He serves as professor of
preaching at Ashland Theological Seminary and will be the Bible Study leader for the 2007
Central Sectional Black Church Education Conference in Columbus.

McMickle is well-known to American Baptists as a prolific and insightful author. He has authored
six books for Judson Press in the past six years, including the most recent release of The Star
Book on Preaching. Rebecca Irwin-Diehl of Judson Press commented on his selection,"It's
always an honor for Judson to support the Ralph Garfield Schell Presidential Award, and this year
it's particularly gratifying given that the recipient is our own Marvin A. McMickle, one of our best-
selling authors in recent years. For his scholarship, his preaching ministry, and for his Christian
character, we celebrate him as the 2006 winner." His newest title, This Far by Faith: An African
American History for Youth, is scheduled to release in December of this year.

The President's Award was instituted in 1996, and called The Ralph Garfield Schell Prize. The
award is named for Ralph Garfield Schell, who addressed the Northern Baptist Convention on
June 22, 1935, in Colorado Springs, speaking on the theme, A Revitalized Ministry . It is the
annual recognition of a member of a local Ministers Council who seems to be extraordinarily
faithful in carrying out the principles of the Ministers Council Code of Ethics. In recognition of the
award he will receive a book certificate from Judson Press and his name will be added to the
plaque of recipients in the Ministers Council office at the Mission Center.
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Summer Gathenings

The Ministers Council of ABCMC will host gatherings of Professional Church Leaders (PCLs) and
families in clusters by location of PCL residences. Phone President Doug Harris at North Shore




Baptist Church, 773-728-4200, for more information.
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Togethon in Winistny

Together in Ministry 2006 evaluation forms have been for some time posted on the web
http://www.ministerscouncil.com/TogetherInMinistry/ under 2006 Forms to Submit, along with the
2007 application form. Please take note, any TIM groups that have current grants and/or might
wish to apply for 2007 funding.
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Practicing Our Faith Grant

For the second time, the Ministers Council of Valley Forge has been awarded a $10,000
Valparaiso Project Practicing Our Faith grant. The grant will fund a year-long program for national
leaders on the faith practice of testimony. The series will be shaped around monthly luncheons
for prayer, reading and conversation about experiences of God in daily life and how God
strengthens for mission.

The Valley Forge Ministers Council convenes pastoral leaders called to positions of national
denominational leadership and based in the Mission Center. The previous Valparaiso Project
grant in the 2002 and 2003 program year funded monthly luncheon gatherings for leaders who
manage numerous responsibilities and heavy travel schedules, on the faith practice of honoring

the body.

The philosophy of practices opens the possibility of new ways of being through communal
conversation and sharing of stories and struggles, alongside the wisdom of our faith. Further
information is available at http://www.practicingourfaith.org/.
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Winistry in Suck a Time as Thie

The Ministers Council, the Campus Ministers Association and International Ministries of American
Baptist Churches invite you to MINISTRY IN SUCH A TIME AS THIS, a Pre-Biennial event for
pastoral leaders in the Washington Convention Center, Washington, DC, on Friday, June 29,
2007, from 9 am until noon. The event is designed to invite pastoral leaders into reflection on
what it takes to be faithful and effective Church leaders in such a time as this.

For more information and speakers, check www.ministerscouncil.com.
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Wenisterns (Council Dues

Ministers Council dues may be paid by sending a check to the treasurer, Rev. Dr. Sara Day, 3013
Wolf Road, #324, Westchester, IL 60154.

Dues are:
$45 for individuals




$60 for clergy couples
$22.50 for seminarians

Retired clergy membership is free for retirees who were dues-paying members of the Ministers

Council for 3 out of the last 5 years prior to retirement.

Top of page

Update onw Darfur
This article is from Church World Service (CWS).

Sudan--Thirty community and faith leaders from the Equatoria region of southern Sudan, recently
participated in a six-day Strategies in Trauma Awareness and Resiliency (STAR) training at the
regional ecumenical center in Maridi, Sudan. The workshop, which was hosted by CWS and
partner the New Sudan Council of Churches, will help to strengthen local peace initiatives in the
south’s devastated communities.

The facilitation team included two trainers from Eastern Mennonite University, as well as CWS
International Disaster Response and Recovery Liaison lvan DeKam. CWS and the New Sudan
Council of Churches are planning additional STAR workshops in Sudan.

Since the January 2005 signing of a peace agreement that ended a 21-year-long war in southern
Sudan, CWS has been helping partners in the region as they assist families returning to their
homes. The STAR training is part of the CWS strategy to help bring peace back to the region.
CWS is also supporting the work of partners in the Darfur region of western Sudan, as they

provide water, seeds, training, a school and school materials, a clinic, and social programs for
uprooted families in the region.
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Prayer Requests

See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to
all. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you (I Thessalonians 5:15-18, NRSV).

Please hold in prayer the people of Lebanon and of Israel, as well as other parts of Palestine.

Please pray for Emma Justes, newly retired from the faculty of Northern Baptist Theological
Seminary. Emma was recently hospitalized, and is now back home.

Please pray for Chuck Armstrong as he recovers from brain surgery, and for his wife Cathy, as
well as for the medical and health care professionals caring for him.

Please pray for all children living in poverty.

Please pray for missionaries working in Thailand and other parts of the world to help end human
trafficking.



Please pray for the people of the Darfur region of Sudan as they struggle to deal with the effects
of civil war there.

Please pray for ABCMC bookkeeper Douglas Galbraith and his extended family as they grieve
the loss of a loved one.

Please pray for the people of Haiti dealing with much unrest and insecurity.
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Calendar

August 17-19—Asian Ministries Conference, Seattle, WA.
August 22—Finance and Property Committee meeting, ABCMC office, 3 p.m.

August 26—Faith and Health Conference, University of lllinois at Chicago. Go to
www.cityofchicago.org/health for more information and registration.

August 26—Family Council meeting. RESCHEDULED to September 23.

August 27—Holy Relationships for All People, 3:30 - 5:00 p.m., Grace Baptist Church, 5253 N.
Kenmore Avenue, Chicago. RSVP by August 24 to 773-334-9003.

September 9—Culto unido de Las Iglesias Bautistas Hispanas de Metro Chicago, el sdbado 9 de
septiembre, 06, Iglesia Bautista Misionera, 6715 S Hamlin Ave Chicago, Il 60629 tel. 708/288-
1351. Para mas informacion llame al pastor Almonte: 773/784-2479.

September 10—Installation of Rev. George V. “Tripp” Hudgins, Il as pastor of the Community
Church of Wilmette, 1020 Forest Avenue, Wilmette, 5 p.m. A reception will follow the service.

September 16—ABCMC Family Cabinet meeting, 9:30 a.m., ABCMC office, 8765 W. Higgins
Road, Suite 240, Chicago. Please phone Tony at 773-695-9791 with your attendance plans.

September 17—Healthcare Sabbath

September 18—“Beyond the First Visit,” Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, Lombard, 9
a.m.-4 p.m., Lindner Conference Center. Register online at www.GrowCenter.org, where there is
also information about group rates, or also call the Grow Center at 630-620-2197 and request a
brochure. Register by August 24 for the best rate of $70 per person.

September 22-23—“Healthy Congregations" workshop, Lombard Mennonite Peace Center
(LMPC), Glen Ellyn. Register by September 8.

September 23—ABCMC Family Council Meeting, Montrose Baptist Church, 4411 N. Melvina,
Chicago. Registration 8:30 a.m. Please phone Tony at 773-695-9791 with your attendance
plans no later than September 20.

November 10-11—ABCMC Annual Meeting.

November 21—Finance and Property Committee meeting, ABCMC office, 3 p.m.

December 7-9—“The Call to an Ancient Evangelical Future” conference, Northern Baptist

Theological Seminary, Lombard, at the Lindner Conference Center. For cost and registration
information go to www.growcenter.org.




December 19—Finance and Property Committee meeting, ABCMC office, 3 p.m.

June 29-July 2, 2007—ABCUSA Biennial Meeting and Centennial Celebration in Washington,
D.C. The biennial’s theme will be “Arise and Shine.”

Feb 21-23, 2008—Gathering of Baptist Bodies from across the US for a Celebration of a New
Baptist Covenant, Dallas, Texas.

April 14-17, 2008—National Workshop on Christian Unity.
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The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago. The events publicized herein do not necessarily express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago. We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments. Please email your communications to abcmchi@aol.com.
We email the newsletter each Wednesday.

If you spot a typographical error in eWind, please let us know at the ABCMC office, 773-695-9791 or abcmchi@aol.com.



