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May God bless us all with much good work for our hands to do.

In this Issue

Upcoming Events

The Life Center

Stephen Ministry

Anniversary Celebration

Reinventing Sunday

The Annual Meeting

ABCMC Mass Choir

Thinking Theologically

Welcome God’s Tomorrow

Women in Ministry: Self Care

Together in Ministry Grants

Tragedy in El Salvador, Guatemala and Southern Mexico
Responses to Deadly Earthquake in South Asia
Congregations: Agents of Healing
International Mission Opportunities
Ministers Council

Advent-Christmas Preaching Workshop
Ghana Mission Partnership Trip 2006
APCN Breakfast

Parish Nurse Ministry

Caring for God’s Creation

Summer Collegium

Prayer Requests

Book Nook

Upcoming Events

Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project meeting, The
South Church, 501 S. Emerson, Mount Prospect, 7 p.m.

TOMORROW October 14--Celebration of the grand opening of The Life Center of Third Baptist
Church of Chicago, 1551 W. 95th Street, Chicago. Tours at 6:30 p.m. Worship service at 7 p.m.
RSVP to 445-8500, ext. 307.



October 15—Stephen Ministry Workshop, First Presbyterian Church, 700 N. Sheridan Road,
Lake Forest. Forinformation and registration, go to www.caringministry.org.

October 16--172nd Anniversary Celebration, 4 p.m., First Baptist Church, 935 E. 50th Street,
Chicago.

October 17—Reinventing Sunday,10 a.m. to noon, Community Church of Wilmette, 1020 Forest
Avenue, Wilmette. Cost is $20 (seminary students $10). RSVP to Rev. Denise Janssen at

revdlj@att.net.

October 17-21--Pastors Conference in Prague.

October 22—Register by October 14 for “Worship Matters: Planning Worship that Connects
with Your Congregation,” Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church, 2366 N. 80" Street, Milwaukee, 8:30
a.m. (check-in) to 4 p.m. $15 fee due with registration by October 14. Phone church at 414-774-
5005.

October 22--"Good Company Coffee House," Grace Baptist Church, 5253 N. Kenmore Avenue,
Chicago, 7 p.m. Phone the church, 773-334-9003, for more information.

October 24— ast date for giving ABCMC Ministers Council President Kathy Taylor your
application for a Together in Ministry grant

October 27— Register by October 18 for CTS Advent-Christmas Preaching Workshop,
Plymouth Place, 315 N. LaGrange Road, LaGrange Park, IL, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Registration due
by October 18. Costis $30. Contact Micahel Montgomery at mmontgomeryl@ctschicago.edu.

October 29-- Stephen Ministry Workshop, Grace Lutheran Church, 7300 Division Street, River
Forest. For information and registration, go to www.caringministry.org.

October 31—Due Date in Valley Forge for applications for Together in Ministry grants. BUT
don’t wait until the last minute. Get your application to ABCMC Ministers Council President Kathy
Taylor by October 24.

November 4-5—Congregations: Agents of Healing, Advocate Bethany Hospital, 3435 W. Van
Buren Avenue, Chicago. For more information and registration, contact Denise Dowling at 847-
385-3744 or denise.dowling@advocatehealth.com.

November 5—Cook County Jail Ministry Dinner, 6 p.m.-8:30 p.m., First Baptist Church of Oak
Park, 820 Ontario Street, Oak Park. All tickets are purchased at the door.

November 6—Introduction of new song book, Welcome God’s Tomorrow, Garrett-Evangelical
Theological Seminary, The Chapel of the Unnamed Faithful, 2121 Sheridan Road, Evanston.
Hymn sing at 4 p.m.; book signing at 5 p.m.

November 10--APCN Breakfast, 8 a.m., Ballroom, School of the Art Institute. Contact
stib@sinai.org or ticket information.

November 11-12--Annual Meeting of the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago, North
Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood Avenue, Chicago.

November 12—Developing a Parish Nurse Ministry in Your Congregation, 8 a.m.-4 p.m,
Advocate Bethany Hospital, 3435 W. Van Buren Avenue, Chicago. For more information and
registration, contact Denise Dowling at 847-385-3744 or denise.dowling@advocatehealth.com.



November 12—Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project Movie Night, Countryside
Unitarian Church, 1025 N. Smith Road, Palatine, 7 p.m.

November 18—ABCMC Women in Ministry gathering at the home of Connie Stone. RSVP to
constance,stone@worldnet.att.net.

November 18-20--"Befriending the Bible" retreat for GLBT Christians, Tower Hill Camp, Sawyer,
MI. Phone Grace Baptist Church, 773-334-9003, for more information.

January 18-25—Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
April 17-20--Ministers Council's "Wait on the Lord" conference.

May 10-24--ABCMC Mission Partnership Trip to Ghana

The Life Center

Please join Third Baptist Church of Chicago and their pastor, Rev. Dr. Alan Ragland, to celebrate
the grand opening of The Life Center of Third Baptist Church of Chicago on Friday, October
14 at the church, 1551 W. 95th Street, Chicago. Life Center tours will be given at 6:30 p.m. A
worship service will follow at 7 p.m. RSVP to 773-445-8500, ext. 307. Come to this event, and
wear purple to celebrate the royalty of our Lord.

Stephen Ministry

Stephen Ministry is a proven system for equipping lay people to provide high-quality, one-to=one
Christian care. Stephen Ministry training events will be offered at two Chicago-area churches this
month.

On Saturday, October 15, First Presbyterian Church, 700 N. Sheridan Road, Lake Forest, will
host a training event from 9 a.m. to a p.m. The contact person there is Donna Birney, 847-234-
6250.

On Saturday, October 29, a training event will take place at Grace Lutheran Church, 7300
Division Street, River Forest, from 9 a.m. to noon. The contact person is Verna Offermann, 708-
366-6900.

In just a few hours, you and a team from your congregation will learn practical caregiving skills
you can use right away. You will also catch a vision and come away with a plan for multiplying
Christ’s love to hurting people in your church and community.

The cost of the workshop is $15 per person or $50 for a group of four or more persons from the
same congregation. To register for a workshop, log on to www.caringministry.org or phone the
contact person listed above.

Anniversary Celebration

The First Baptist Church of Chicago, 935 E. 50" Street, is the oldest Baptist Church in the city of
Chicago. The congregation will celebrate its 172™ anniversary on Sunday, October 16 at 4 p.m.
The special guest speaker will be Rev. Marshall Hatch, pastor of New Mount Pilgrim Baptist
Church, Chicago. You are cordially invited to attend.



Reinventing Sunday

Community Church of Wilmette is pleased to present a Monday morning continuing education
event for clergy and lay leaders of all denominations. Entitled "Reinventing Sunday," it is taken
from a book by Brad Berglund, who will be the event speaker. The event is planned for this
coming Monday, October 17 from 10 a.m. to noon at the Community Church of Wilmette, 1020
Forest Avenue in Wilmette, IL. Cost is $20 (seminary students $10). You may secure a spot for
the workshop by email to Rev. Denise Janssen at revdlj@att.net. You may call with questions at
708.955.8913.

This workshop is for:
* Busy worship leaders who need accessible and proven ideas
» Pastors working with a worship committee
* Church board members who want to reinvigorate congregational worship
» Seminary students and new pastors facing the challenge of weekly worship planning
* Anyone who wants more from worship

What you will learn:
* The true meaning of "innovation"
* Five strategies for changing worn-out worship patterns
* Surprising ways to bring worship to life
* How variety helps you grow
» Powerful tools for personal transformation

Brad believes that worship is:
» Adventure: Worship is a pilgrimage into the mystery and majesty of God.
» Transformational: Worship is the primary tool God has given us for personal and
church-wide transformation.
« Active: Worship is a verb. It is what the gathered people of God have come to do for
God.
* Public: We invite, encourage and welcome others to attend. Worship must impact,
inspire
and engage modern culture.
* Engaging: Jesus asks us to love God with heart, soul, mind and strength. Worship
activates the whole self, including our bodies.
» Expansive: God-centered, vibrant worship expands our souls, makes us generous and
sends us out to love and serve.

This Reinventing Sunday workshop is an opportunity to explore, deepen and enrich weekly
worship. It will help you help your church:

* Re-value: Discover and treasure what is most valuable in your setting.

* Re-evaluate: Ask why you worship the way you do and what could be different.

* Re-new: Look outside your tradition and learn fresh ways of doing things.

* Re-invigorate: Explore new ways to offer the gift of yourself to God.

* Re-invent: Understand how to move beyond issues of style in worship.

* Re-connect: Share with and listen to others who lead and design worship each week.

The content of the workshop is based on the Brad's book REINVENTING SUNDAY (with a
foreword by Ken Medema). Brad has been a pastor, church musician and weekly worship leader
for over 20 years. In addition to earning degrees in music and theology, he has completed the
program for spiritual directors at the Shalem Institute in Bethesda, Maryland. He works with
church musicians, pastors and worship committees focusing on transformative worship and
congregational spiritual formation. Brad is an adjunct professor at Andover-Newton Theological
School. He served as worship designer for the Baptist World Alliance congress held in



Birmingham, England in July 2005. You can learn more about Brad from his website,
www.reinventingsunday.com.

Directions to Community Church of Wilmette: From 1-94, exit Lake Avenue East. Proceed on
Lake Avenue past Green Bay Road and over the Metra tracks until the first stop sign at Wilmette
Avenue. Make a left on Wilmette Avenue and continue one block to the church at the corner of
Forest and Wilmette. You may park on Forest Avenue or in the parking strip 1/2 block past Forest
off the alley on the left. Enter through the doors facing Wilmette Avenue near the parking strip.
From Lake Shore Drive/Sheridan Road, go north on Lake Shore Drive and continue following
Sheridan Road through Evanston, past Northwestern University, and into Wilmette, passing the
Bahai Worship Center until you come to Lake Avenue. Make a left onto Lake Avenue and
continue west until the first stop sign at Wilmette Avenue. Make a right on Wilmette Avenue and
continue one block to the church at the corner of Forest and Wilmette. You may park on Forest
Avenue or in the parking strip 1/2 block past Forest off the alley on the left. Enter through the
doors facing Wilmette Avenue near the parking strip.

OF..........FOR.........BY:

The Annual Meeting of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago, Nov 11-12, North Shore Baptist Church

North Shore Baptist Church, 5244 N. Lakewood Avenue, Chicago, will host our annual meeting
on Friday, November 11 and Saturday, November 12. The theme, grounded in Acts 10, will be
“Of, For, By: Of the Word, For the World, By the Power of the Holy Spirit.”

The gathering will include special guests, and will feature an exhibit hall containing exhibits from
organizations and institutions related to ABCMC. The event will begin with dinner at 6 p.m. A
program focusing on the the story of Cornelius and Peter will follow, with the evening’s events
concluding by 9 p.m. Saturday morning’s activities will include a breakfast meeting of the
Ministers Council, a program on the Chicago Metropolitan Region as a mission field for ministry,
and the annual business meeting. Among agenda items will be adoption of a budget for 2006,
and election of 2006 officers and committee chairs. After lunch, we will have a time of
inspirational worship and commitment drawing on Act 10: 34 — 48. The afternoon’s events will
conclude by 3 p.m.

OF thE WORD, FOR thE WORLD, BY rue POWER
orThHE HOLY SPIRIT

ABCMC Mass Choir

Are you tuning up your vocal chords? ABCMC’s 2005 meeting will continue our tradition of
having a mass choir singing in the Saturday afternoon worship service. Every congregation is
invited to send at least 4 persons to the choir, which will rehearse in advance of the meeting. (It
is suggested, but not required, that each church send a soprano, alto, tenor and bass.) We will
announce the musical selections and rehearsal information soon. Virginia Prince, minister of




music and the First Baptist Church of Chicago, will direct the choir. To volunteer for the choir, or
for more information, contact her at v-prince@sbcglobal.net.

Thinking Theologically

Attached is Interim Executive Minister Larry Greenfield’s latest fortnightly column, “Caesar.”

Welcome God’s Tomorrow

You are invited to join in a celebration of new hymn texts by Ruth Duck on Sunday, November 6
at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, The Chapel of the Unnamed Faithful, 2121
Sheridan Road, Evanston on Sunday, November 6. A hymn sing will takeplace at 4 p.m. A
reception and book signing will follow at 5 p.m. Ruth Duck’s new song book, Welcome God'’s
Tomorrow, as well as her earlier books of sacred song, will be available for purchase.

The seminary is located on the campus of Northwestern Univesity, between the Purple Line
Noyes and Foster Street stops. Parking is available in the Northwestern University lot directly
south of the main building. The event will be co-sponsored by GIA Publications, the United
Church of Rogers Park, and the Garrett-Evangelical Arts Committee.

Women in Ministry: Self Care

All ABCMC women in ministry are cordially invited to meet at the home of Connie Stone, 656
Lakewood Farms Drive, Bolingbrook, on Friday, November 18. Anytime between 3 p.m. and 6:30
will be fine. Connie will have a couple of different soups and salads. Those who wish to bring
something are welcome to bring a dessert. RSVP to constance.stone@worldnet.at.net.

Together in Ministry Grants

The Ministers Council has announced that a Together in Ministry grant of $1,800 may be
awarded for 2006 to each collegial covenant group of six to eight persons. The group must fulfill
the requirements spelled out on www.ministerscouncil.com. Applications are due in the national
office by October 31. Applications are to be submitted through the Ministers Council of ABCMC.
In addition, each national Ministers Council dues-paying member participating in a covenant
group will receive $100 for expenses.

“For the Peace of the World”

National Council of Churches USA-- New York, September 26, 2005 -- No one disputes that the
most powerful nation on earth is the United States of America. But does the USA use its
awesome power to pursue peace, justice, food, shelter and safety for all? And if not, what is role
of U.S. Christians in bringing moral clarity to U.S. interactions with its global neighbors?

These and other urgent questions are the focus of “For the Peace of the World: A Christian
Curriculum on International Relations” released today September 26) by the National Council of
Churches USA. The curriculum will be officially launched during the meeting of the NCC's
Governing Board in New York.




The National Council of Churehes TTSA
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around the world, Kireopoulos writes.

The 87-page book, edited by Dr.
Antonios Kireopoulos, Associate
General Secretary of the NCC for
International Affairs, examines the
issue with in-depth essays and Bible
studies, and includes prayers,
litanies and other worship resources
for use in congregational settings.
The curriculum challenges
Christians from all traditions to do
what writer Dr. Peggy L. Shriver
calls “soul-sized thinking about
world affairs.”

Among the questions that Christians
need to ask, Shriver writes in the
introduction, are these: “Does our
strength reside chiefly in military
power, economic power, cherished
values, cultural expansion—or a
mix, in what order? Is ‘peace with
justice’ naive? A Cliche? An
essential for survival?”

The war on terror has changed
America’s self-image and its image

“This situation has caused Christian leaders ... to ask questions about where we are going as a
nation,” Kireopoulos says. “Have we allowed fear to manipulate us? What is the role of our
country as a global citizen? What does our Christian faith teach us about individual and collective

actions in the world?”

The NCC’s Friendship Press, Cincinnati, Ohio, distributes the curriculum, crafted for religious
education classes, discussion groups, book groups and individuals. It can be ordered by calling

800-889-5733.

The curriculum offers six study sessions on the following topics: Is America Number One?; Fear,
Security and Love; Is America God’s Favorite Nation?; Poverty in a Rich World; Self-Interest and

World Citizenship; and Preventing War With Peace.

Dr. Janice Love, Chief Executive of the Women'’s

Division, United Methodist Church, contributed the
main essay on multilateralism. An essay on the
biblical foundations for international policy by the
Rev. Dr. Clifton Kirkpatrick and the Rev. Dr.
William H. Hopper, Jr., provides a scriptural
foundation for the study of world affairs, from the
prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures to the
declarations of Jesus. (Left: Doctors Shriver, Love
and Kireopoulos present the new curriculum to the
Governing Board. Picture by Kathleen Cameron.)
Other appendices include practical suggestions for
what citizens can do to make a difference in the

world, a treasure trove of Internet links and
worship resources on peace written from Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Anglican, Peace Church,

Historic Black Church and mainline traditions.

The advisory committee that guided the development of the curriculum also comes from a wide
range of worldwide Christian traditions. The committee members are: Bishop Mvume Dandala,
General Secretary, All Africa Council of Churches; Dr. Karen Hamilton, General Secretary,



Canadian Council of Churches; the Rev. Thelma Chambers-Young, Progressive National Baptist
Convention, Inc.; the Rev. Peg Chemberlin, Executive Director of the Minnesota Council of
Churches; the Rev. Dr. Christopher Hobgood, former General Minister and President of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ); and the Rev. Clifton Kirkpatrick, Stated Clerk, Presbyterian
Church (USA).

Also serving were Dr. Janice Love, Chief Executive of the Women’s Division, United Methodist
Church; the Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos, Director of the Religious Education Department, Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America; Mr. Bishoy Mikhail, Ecumenical Officer of the Coptic Orthodox
Church in North America; Dr. Elizabeth Prodromou, Associate Director of the Institute of Culture,
Religion and World Affairs, Boston University; Dr. Jane Smith, Co-Director of the Duncan Black
MacDonald Center for the Study of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations, Hartford Seminary; Ms.
Rahashry Waghray, Director of the Education and Advocacy Program, Church World Service;
and the Rev. Dr. Barbara Brown Zikmund, Past President of Hartford Theological Seminary.

“This curriculum is truly exciting,” notes James Winkler, General Secretary of the United
Methodist General Board for Church and Society. “I hope and pray that many thousands of our
local churches will make use of this solidly biblically-based material. The authors are top-notch
outstanding experts. This curriculum will help Christians as we seek to live holy lives in a
confusing and troubled world.”

The National Council of Churches is composed of Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, historic African
American and peace communions representing 45 million Christians in 100,000 local
congregations in the United States.

Tragedy in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and
Southern Mexico

The country of El Salvador was shaken on Saturday October 1, 2005 with the eruption of the
llamatepec volcano, also known as Santa Ana, the country's largest volcano. It had been
dormant for more than a century. While only two people were reported to have died, many more
were made homeless as volcanic lava and ash destroyed homes and villages.

Hurricane Stan then hit El Salvador, Guatemala and southern Mexico. This has resulted in horrific
mud slides with many people being killed in their own homes and villages. The village of Panabaj
in Guatemala was destroyed, with 1400 villagers killed in a quagmire 40 feet deep in places. In
the northeastern coastal areas of Nicaragua, a food crisis has developed along the Coco River in
near the northern frontier with Honduras. This crisis is affecting the largely indigenous Miskito
communities that live along the banks of the river and survive by subsistence farming and
fishing. For months, these communities have been attacked by rats that have eaten and
destroyed basic crops used to feed the communities. A plague of worms has also affected the
basic crops and has severely curtailed the food security of nearly 50,000 persons. Rain from
Hurricane Stan has also lashed the region.

Church World Service (CWS) is responding to the emergencies with shipments of blankets, relief
kits, and medical supplies. CWS and its partners in Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and
Honduras are all on the scene, responding to the emergencies in multiple ways. The most urgent
needs are potable water, food, and blankets. Please help with gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing
through your church, or through www.abc-usa.org.

Working through its long-time partner, the Conference of Evangelical Churches in Guatemala
(CIEDEG), CWS is providing $392,790 in material assistance, including CWS Blankets; "Gift of the
Heart" Baby, School, and Health Kits; and medical and sewing supplies. Partners in Guatemala



report that the government has declared a red alert in some of the municipalities of Escuintla,
Retalhuleu, and San Marcos. It is estimated that 23,300 people have been affected and that
25,320 more are at risk.

In El Salvador, partners will assist around 1,000 families where the flooding is the most severe.
They had also monitored the situation for two weeks prior to the October 1 eruption of the Santa
Ana or Llimatepec Volcano, the country's largest volcano, dormant for more than a century. The
eruption killed at least two people and forced more than 2,000 to flee. The Lutheran Church in El
Salvador is sheltering 25 families and providing food assistance to other shelters. They are
planning to open another shelter in Santa Ana for other families displaced by this disaster.

Accion Médica Cristiana, in El Salvador, facilitated a session oriented to identify a strategic
response to the emergencies in coordination with local and national government ministries and
agencies: the Ministry of Health offices, the local Ministry of Education, Ministry of Agriculture,
Cattle Ranchers and Forestry office, the local Institute of Farming technology, the technical unit
of the Mayor's Office, and the mission from the United Nations.

ay

Pictured: A Guatemalan woman Ioos t amudslide that washed 30 houses away in the hamlet
of Rincon Argentino in Tecpan, Guatemala, on October 5. Four children were killed and 15
people, missing. Photo: REUTERS/Mario Linares, courtesy alertnet.org

Responses to Deadly Earthquake in South Asia

Lisa Rothenberger, American Baptist Churches USA World Relief officer, reported today that her
office already has begun to support relief efforts in the wake of Saturday’s devastating
earthquake in Pakistan. “It has been amazing to see how quickly our friends at Hungarian Baptist
Aid have been able to mobilize their rescue team,” she said. “They are the lead team in the global
response of the Baptist World Alliance. Our partnership with Hungarian Baptists and our
membership in the Baptist World Alliance have made it possible for American Baptists to
contribute to the disaster relief effort within hours of getting the news about this disaster.”

Lisa Rothenberger added that she and the Rev. Ben Chan, International Ministries’ area director
for the affected region, also are working closely with Church World Service, whose
Pakistan/Afghanistan office began to get relief supplies to the hardest-hit areas the day after the
massive earthquake struck. Using One Great Hour of Sharing funds, ABCUSA has made initial
grants of $15,000 to the relief work. They will be following up with Baptist World Aid, Church
World Service and other ministry partners as the full dimensions of the relief effort become
clearer.

American Baptists wishing to support the Pakistan/Kashmir earthquake relief effort can go
through their church’s monthly mission support channel, designating contributions "OGHS—
Pakistan Earthquake." For online contributions go to the "Give Now" option available on either
www.abcusamissions.org or www.abc-usa.org.




The estimated death toll from what is now being described as Pakistan's worst earthquake is at
least 40,000, and more than 2.5 million people are reportedly homeless because of the calamity,
according to the United Nations. Rescue workers and residents of areas affected by the October
8 quake have searched for survivors amid rubble. Pakistan said it would accept assistance from
long-time rival and neighbor India. In another sign of good will, the Associated Press news
service reported that the largest rebel group in the disputed region of Kashmir ordered an end to
violence in areas devastated by the quake.

Even though the international community has joined the massive rescue and relief operations,
rescuers have been facing immense difficulties in rescue efforts because of broken and blocked
roads and bridges in the affected areas. The situation has worsened in some affected areas due
to heavy rainfalls, hail storms, low temperatures and mud and land slides. Today snow is falling
in the area. This has all added to the miseries experienced by those who have survived the initial
disaster.

Global humanitarian agency Church World Service (CWS) and its Pakistan-Afghanistan office
report they are responding with expedited initial food relief and shelter kits to survivors in the
Muree Hills. Although access into Mansehra from outlying areas is hampered due to road
damage, CWS Pakistan's Basic Health Unit staff report they are already seeing an increasing
flow of people with medical needs.

From Islamabad Sunday morning, Church World Service Pakistan/Afghanistan Senior Program
Manager Shama Mall reported, "CWS Mansehra medical teams are out in the community
providing tetanus shots to everyone around. And, one of our assessment teams managed to get
up to Batagram in northwestern Pakistan this morning.”

"This is going to be the one remembered as the earthquake that killed the children," Church
World Service (CWS) Pakistan/Afghanistan Director Marvin Parvez said in an interview from
Pakistan on Tuesday. Parvez is on the scene helping coordinate the Church World Service
response to the calamitous earthquake.

While there are occasional bits of good news about rescued survivors -- as he spoke by phone to
CWS headquarters, Parvez received "beautiful news" of four children being rescued from a
school -- reports from the scene have otherwise been extremely bleak. "There are recovered
bodies of children being set outside of schools, ready for burial."

He added: "It's a horror story that doesn't end. You find yet another village that has been flattened
by this earthquake." Efforts to rescue survivors or retrieve bodies are being hampered by the
inaccessibility of remote rural villages. "These villages are in mountainous regions where there no
roads," he said.

Parvez urged support for CWS efforts to provide shelter to earthquake survivors, saying there is
"tremendous need right now. People have lost their homes and need shelter. People are very
scared and they can’t afford to lose any more loved ones." In addition to support, Parvez asked
for prayer from U.S. Christians and supporters of CWS efforts in Pakistan. "We need prayers for
parents who lost their children," he said, "and for children who lost their parents."”

Church World Service has had relief and development operations in Pakistan for more than 25
years, and is working with government, the UN, and other international relief groups to implement
coordinated and fasted response to survivors. You can support the rescue and relief efforts of
CWS with designated gifts through your church or www.abc-usa.org to One Great Hour of
Sharing.

Congregations: Agents of Healing



Recent studies are documenting the power of the faith community as an aget of healing in
people’s lives. People who attend church regularly live longer, have fewer hospitalizations and
recover more quickly from iliness or injury. How can congregations take their role more seriously
in this important part of people’s lives?

Advocate Congregational Health Partnerships offers Agents of Healing training as a place for
congregations to explore how they can reclaim healing as a vital part of congregational life. The
training is 12 hours, including a three hour follow-up session. All sessions will be held at
Advocate Bethany Hospital, 3435 W. Van Buren Avenue, Chicago. Training will take place on
Friday, November 4, 7-9 p.m. and Saturday, November 5, 9 a.m.-4p.m.

Advocate recommends that each congregation send a team of 3 to 6 people to the training, but
individuals are welcome to attend as well. To register, please contact Denise Dowling at 847-
384-3744 or denise.dowling@advocatehealth.com. Cost for the training is $20 per person,
payable at the first session.

Peace and Education Project

Saturday, November 12, at 7 p.m., the Northwest Suburban Peace and Education Project will
host an evening of film, speakers and discussion. It will take place at Countryside Unitarian
Church, 1025 North Smith Road, Palatine. In discussing the ongoing wars, this will be a time to
honor those who have died and to re-commit ourselves to peace and peacemaking. Everyone is
invited to attend.

Love for the Poor

National Council of Churches of Christ--Washington, D.C., September 19 -- Hurricane Katrina will
perhaps forever be remembered for having shined an unflattering spotlight on racial and class
disparities in the United States. In an effort to help the nation move forward, the National Council
of Churches USA is releasing, “Love for the Poor: God’s Love for the Poor and the Church’s
Witness to It,” a 40-page booklet that seeks to help churches engage more fully in prayer,
reflection and shared action on behalf of the poor.

Download the booklet here.

“When we act to care for the poor,
" it is a way of bearing witness to
the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ,” said Ann Riggs, NCC'’s

. associate general secretary for
Faith & Order who prepared the
text with five faculty members from
the Washington Theological
Consortium. The other authors are
Shaun Casey and Beverly
Mitchell, Wesley Theological
Seminary; John Crossin, OSFS,

| Washington Theological
Consortium; Eric H. Crump,
 Gettysburg Theological Seminary;




and, A. Katherine Grieb, Virginia Theological Seminary.

“The Church has wisdom about what to do to address poverty, not just what to feel about it,” said
Riggs. “Christians are not just to worry about the poor but we must also have some concrete
things to do together,” she said.

According to NCC’s President, Bishop Thomas L. Hoyt, Jr., and General Secretary, Rev. Dr. Bob
Edgar, “Love for the Poor” is both timely and urgent following the devastation of Hurricane
Katrina. “The Gospel directs us to show loving care for those among us who are poor, and the
member churches of the NCC USA and our partner Christian communities have much work
ahead in carrying out this principal Gospel task, and in urging one another and the wider
community of persons of goodwill in our nation to respond wisely and generously to the needs of
our day,” they noted in the foreword of the booklet.

R. Keelon Downton, a post-doctoral fellow in NCC’s Faith & Order Office said, “This booklet is
important because it challenges the individualistic, spiritualized conceptions of love and is a
reminder that if as Christians, we ignore the poor during our time, we are in fact breaking with
historic Christianity.”

Copies of “Love for the Poor” can be downloaded free of charge here, or by contacting Friendship
Press, 7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237, 1-800-889-5733 or via email at

Rbray@gbgm-umc.org. The booklet will be expanded and printed in book form next year by
Paulist Press.

International Mission Opportunities

ABCUSA’s International Ministries has informed us of a number of opportunities available through
their Volunteers in Global Mission (VIGM) group. If you have the time and skills to give, and God
is calling you to mission overseas, these would be excellent positions to pursue.

The Polytechnic Institute of Nicaragua is looking for someone to come help advance their
International Relations department. This is an unusual request, a longer term assignment with
interesting qualifications. Sammuk Christian Academy, a boarding school for grades 5-12 in
Bang Saen, Thailand, is seeking two English teachers for the academic year beginning May of
2006. You can obtain a full description of these positions by going to
http://www.internationalministries.org/opportunities/\Volunteers/documents/100305update.pdf or
by phoning 800-ABC-3USA (800-222-3872) and asking for VIGM.

Ministers Council
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Orlando, Florida

Pastors, this is your time for spiritual renewal. Come to Orlando for Wait on the Lord 2006.

Join colleagues for prayer, worship, and learning.
Save those dates!

More information:
http://www.ministerscouncil.com/\WaitontheLordInformation.aspx

Registration:
http://www.ministerscouncil.com/Wait%200n%20the%20Lord/WOTLRegistrationInfo.aspx

Worship Matters

Worship Matters: Planning Worship that Connects with Your Congregation will be presented on
Saturday, October 22, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church, 2366 N. 80" Street,
Milwaukee. The program of the day wil explore such questions as: What is worship really about?
Why are there so many different sets of expectations? When we plan worship, can we expect
that most worshipers understand what they are coming to do?



The registration deadline is October 14. The cost for the event will be $15 per person. For
registration materials and more information, please phone the church at 414-774-5005. This
event is co-sponsored by the church and Calvin Theological Seminary.

Advent-Christmas Preaching Workshop

Chicago Theological Seminary (CTS) will offer an Ad-vent-Christmas preaching workshop on
Thursday, October 27 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Plymouth Place, e15 N. LaGrange Road,
LaGrange Park. The program will feature Dr. Laurel Schneider, Associate Professor of Theology,
Ethics and Culture at CTS; Dr. Michael H. Montgomery, Fellow, Ph.D. Center, CTS; and Mr.
Robert E. Wooten, Jr., Music Director, Trinity United Church of Christ. The workshop will exlore
the intersections of meaning and human need in which our preaching and worship are rooted.
Participants will explore, reflect and appropriate ways in which to celebrate the birth of Jesus as
good news to real people.

Registration, and payment of the $30 fee, will be due by October 18. For more information,
contact the CTS Events Line, 773-322-0275, or Michael Montgomery at
mmontgomeryl@ctschicago.edu.

Jail Ministry Dinner

Please join fellow supporters of ABCMC’s Cook County Jail Ministry Dinner on Saturday,
November 5 at the First Baptist Church of Oak Park, 820 Ontario Street, Oak Park, for fellowship,
a delicious dinner, testimonies, and Christian music. Fellowship will begin at 6 p.m. The dinner
and program will be from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. All tickets are purchased at the door. The cost
will be $15 per adult, $5 per child, or $100 per table. A free will offering for the Jail Ministry will be
taken.

Ghana Mission Partnership Trip 2006

ABCMC’s Mission Partnership Task Force has negotiated dates with the Ghana Baptist
Convention for our Partnership Trip. The dates are May 10-24, 2006. We will leave Chicago on
May 10 and arrive in Accra on May 11. We will depart Accra on May 23 and arrive back in
Chicago on May 24. We have received a very good quote for airline tickets of $1,247.17. A
$125 deposit made out to ABCMC is due to the ABCMC office by Wednesday, October 19.

This will be a multi-purpose trip and wonderful opportunity to meet women in ministry as well as
Chicago representatives to travel to their respective sister churches. If you are interested in
developing a sister church relationship this will be a great opportunity to have face to face
conversation and begin the process.

There will be an organizational meeting in the very near future but because of the possible
increase in airfare we wanted to lock in the prices. If you have questions or concerns, please
contact Joanne Lindstrom at kjoanne@ameritech.net or 773-538-4378. She looks forward to
hearing from you soon.

APCN Breakfast

AIDS Pastoral Care Network (APCN), a program of Access Community Health Network is
celebrating their 20" anniversary with an "early" Tree of Life Awards Breakfast and a new
location: the Ballroom of the School of the Art Institute. This is happening on Thursday morning,



November 10, at 8 a.m. You are cordially invited to attend. For information about tickets, please

contact stib@sinai.org.
Parish Nurse Ministry

Advocate Health Care will present a program to teach congregations how to begin and develop a
Parish Nurse Ministry. The event will be on Saturday, November 12, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. It will take
place in the Briar Room at Advocate Bethany Hospital, 3435 W. Van Buren Street, Chicago. The
$25 fee includes a continental breakfast, box lunch and workshop materials. For more
information and registration, contact Denise Dowling at 847-385-3744 or
denise.dowling@advocatehealth.com.

Caring for God’s Creation

National Council of Churches USA--September 30, 2005, Washington, D.C. — The National
Council of Churches USA (NCC) strongly opposed Congress’ action yesterday which overhauled
and weakened the
Endangered Species Act
(HR 3824).

Prior to the vote, NCC joined
with eight other Christian
organizations, including
several of its member
denominations, to ask the
U.S. House of
Representatives to reject the
proposed changes and
continue full protection of
endangered species
because, as the letter states,
“extinction is not
stewardship.”

“As a religious community
interested in protecting all of
God’s creation, including the
seemingly most insignificant creatures, we oppose any piece of legislation that diminishes
protection for species that are already in danger of becoming extinct,” said Cassandra
Carmichael, NCC’s Director of Eco-Justice Programs.

In a letter sent Wednesday afternoon to the House of Representatives, the nine groups including
representatives from the United Methodist Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA), the Episcopal Church, the United Church of Christ and the Presbyterian Church (USA)
spoke against the bill because of the negative impact it would have on endangered species. Faith
representatives also participated in a briefing to Congress sponsored by Rep. John Conyers, Jr.
(D-Mich.).

The letter states, “In Scripture, God expresses awe and pleasure with all of God’s creation,
paying attention to even the seemingly least significant creature. In the story of Noah’s ark, God
reveals the desire that all life be preserved.”



According to Matthew Anderson-Stembridge, director of environmental policy for the ELCA, who
presented at the Congressional briefing, “Our approach to endangered species and to critical
habitat should be guided by the principles of love and mercy, principles embodied in the love God
has for creation and the love revealed through Christ,” said. “That is why it is so unfortunate that
Congress passed this legislation. We will continue our work on behalf of all of God’s creation in
spite of this setback.”

Other religious organizations that signed onto the letter include the Commission on Religion in
Appalachia(Washington Office), Maryknoll Office of Global Concerns and the Mennonite Central
Committee.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The full text of the sign on letter sent to Congress is below. For more
information, contact Leslie Tune at (202) 544-2350. (WWP Photo by Vladimir Filonov)

Summer Collegium

SMALL-CHURCH CLERGY are invited to apply now for The Summer Collegium, an ecumenical
project of Virginia Theological Seminary's Center for Lifetime Theological Education. All
transportation, housing, meals, books, and other expenses are paid by the seminary through
a grant from the Lilly Endowment Inc. The Summer Collegium seeks to celebrate ministry in
smaller congregations (fewer than 100 average Sunday attendance) by hosting a 9-day
conference for 25 small-church clergy and their spouses/partners. The conference will bring
small-church experts from a variety of denominations to the Alexandria campus for education,
encouragement, refreshment and renewal, and will include a Small Church Religious Arts
Festival, showcasing the arts and crafts of local small congregations. For more information and
for application materials, please visit our web site: www.vts.edu/education/collegium, email
SummerCollegium@vts.edu, or call 703-461-1752. Completed applications must be received by
December 15, 2005, to be considered for next summer's conference.

Befriending the Bible

The third annual "Befriending the Bible" retreat for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender (GLBT)
Christians will be held November 18-20 at Tower Hill Camp in Sawyer, Michigan. This retreat will
include study, fellowship and worship for GLBT people. It will create a unique

space transcending the defensive approach to "clobber passages" common in debates about the
Bible and sexual diversity. Jacki Belile, pastor of Grace Baptist Church, Chicago, will be the
facilitator. For more information, please phone Jacki at 773-334-9003 or see
www.gracebaptistchicago.com/befriending%20the%20Bible.htm.

Prayer Requests

Please remember in prayer missionary Kim Brown, whose father has died. Services are
scheduled to take place next week in Ohio.

Please pray for an end to ethnic conflict in Karbi Anglong, (in Assam, India). He received this
report: “We have just come back from Karbi Anglong and see that the situation is very bad. About
45-50 villages were burnt and about 6000 people are herded in relief camps and their situation is
very pathetic. They need our prayer and help.”

Please pray for restraint and a genuine restoration of the cease-fire between the government of
India and the Nagalim people of Nagaland following the massacre of five innocent Nagas in



Meghalaya. Pray for the wisdom and courage of Naga human rights activists and church leaders
as they seek to stand for peace and justice amid the violence.

Pray for children and families living in poverty in our communities, and for God’s guidance in
putting an end to poverty.

Please pray for those suffering as a result of the earthquake in southern Asia, and for those who
are laboring to help them. Gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing will help.

Please hold in prayer persons suffering from recent natural disasters in Mexico and Central
America. Please support with prayer and generosity those who are working to help them.

Book Nook

American Baptist News Service (Valley Forge, Pa. 10/5/05)--God and Evolution: A Faith-Based
Understanding by David Wilcox has been named a finalist in the Religion category of the “Best
Books 2005 Awards.” Published by Judson Press in 2004, God and Evolution brings together
biblical faith and responsible science for readers seeking a resolution to the sometimes
disorienting rhetoric of today’s political and theological debates.

USABookNews.com, the premiere online magazine and review Web site for mainstream and
independent publishing houses, announced 250 winners and finalists in 60 categories Oct. 1,
2005. According to Jeffrey Bowen, president and publisher of USABookNews.com, this year
yielded an unprecedented number of entries. Said Bowen, “This year’s award results represent a
phenomenal mix of books from a wide array of publishers throughout the United States.” A
complete list of the winners and finalists of the “Best Books 2005 Awards” is available online at
www.USABookNews.com.

In addition to receiving this award, God and Evolution has been recognized in the national media
as a reference for articles on this often-contentious subject. Author David Wilcox also has been
heard on over a dozen radio talk shows addressing the issue of science and creation. As a
biology professor at a Christian university, Wilcox brings a unique perspective to the debate.

To order God and Evolution, visit www.judsonpress.com or call 1-800-4-JUDSON. Founded in
1824, Judson Press—a ministry of National Ministries, American Baptist Churches USA—
publishes Christ-centered leadership resources for the transformation of persons, congregations,
communities and cultures.

The Metro Chicago eWind is an electronic communication intended for the people of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago. The events publicized herein do not necessary express the opinions of the American Baptist Churches of Metro
Chicago. We welcome your news, prayer requests and comments. Please email your communications to abcmchi@aol.com.
We will email the newsletter each Wednesday.

If you spot a typographical error in eWind, please let us know at the ABCMC office, 773-695-9791 or abcmchi@aol.com.



